EDITORIAL






            SPRING 2007

The craze to collect started long long ago

As the back of a Post Card, goes to show.


I recently had a batch of exhibition post cards sent to me on approval by a dealer in Jersey, John Le Maistre, and reading the back of one of them, I came across the following message. “I still have two more of this series and shall present them to you. Thanks for your set of Brussels Exhibition” The card that Bill, living in Gorey, Jersey in July 1911 sent to his friend May, Miss M. A. Buesnel also of Gorey was a fairly common 1907 Irish International Exhibition card. But it does show that he was sending May Exhibition cards, and was going to let her have two more, while she had sent him a set of the 1910 Brussels exhibition cards. As both exhibitions were held a long way from Jersey I wonder how they both acquired the cards ? We shall never know now, that’s for sure.


I started reading the messages on post cards many years ago, when I was looking out for any that mentioned anything interesting relating to exhibitions. The above card has prompted me to do a short article on the Children’s Camp Hostel, especially as also amongst the cards from Jersey were two common British Empire Exhibition cards sent by a young Raymond Dreland, addressed to his Mum and Dad from the Children’s Camp Hostel at Park Royal, where he was staying while visiting the Exhibition. For more details read further down.


At the end of each year I work out the totals for the past year. I continued to drastically cut down on the number of post card fairs I attend, only 15 last year and that includes Philatex and a Kent Federation Day, which are hardly post card fairs, being mainly for stamp collectors, although I did get a few cards at both. I see I got a total of 317 cards at post card fairs in 2006. A far cry from the heady days of 1,846 (2000) and 1,913 (1994) cards a year. My best fair was the new Shepton Mallet fair organised by Barry Rollison which he had moved from Yeovil where I got 113 cards. I won’t tell you how many were duplicates when I checked with my collection. I found Yeovil a shocking place and every time I went there, I lost myself going in, and again trying to get out of the town. On one occasion I found myself driving down a one way street. I suppose if the truth be told I’m getting too old for these larks. York was my second best trip with 52 purchases.


If the fairs are not producing cards, the advert for exhibition cards in Picture Post Card Monthly has started doing better. I have advertised every month for 17 years now, 1992 was my best year when I received 3,383 on approval. In 2000 I had 2567 cards sent in, then it plummeted and by 2004 had dropped to 467. Since then it has started to climb again and last year it reached 1,184. In 2006 I bought 277 cards, 23% of the total sent to me. I am surprised that my averages of purchases remains so high. No doubt this is partly explained by the fact that I came into post cards from stamp collecting where variety is the spice of life. I have one common Franco-British card with eleven different patterns of cloud in the sky, and it will make my day when number twelve comes my way. Yes I know I’m completely mad, but I’m happy with it. If the family had any sense they would have had me put away years ago.


Four dealers who sent me approvals in 1990 are still sending me cards on a more or less regular basis, one last year really went to town and sent no less than 640 cards. In total I have received 25,530 and bought 6,346 cards, an overall average of 24%. Sorry if my statistics bore you but I have to find something to fill the Editorial.


Member Derek Connell recently phoned me to say how much he enjoyed the convention and is looking forward to the next one. I have also had a letter from Gwen Tough saying she and Bob will be attending, so that’s three already for September 29th & 30th. That will be our 21st Convention.


Every now and again I get a letter from Tony Davis who sends me details of Wembley cards he has acquired that are so far unrecorded. He has just got sent me coloured images of some new Imperial Airways and a R. A. F. recruiting post cards which I have reproduced else where in the Journal. I thank him for notifying me of these beautiful cards. The recruiting card in particular is extremely rare and it is unlikely that I or any other member will ever own one.











The Editors

The First Cup Tie 1895 A recent find
A joint article by

Fred Peskett and Bill Tonkin
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I used to think that Fred Peskett was lucky, I now know that it’s not so much luck but that he spends every moment of his life looking in junk shops. But recently an element of luck did crop up. He spotted a Crystal Palace guide book for ten pounds, which he bought. When he got home and looked at his purchase, a sheet of paper fell out. It was a programme for the first Football Cup Final or Cup Tie as they called it in those days, held at Crystal Palace in 1895.


It had been trimmed down each side cutting off some advertisements which rather spoiled it. But when he started to investigate the following story unfolded. He found the printer had included some adverts from various firms down the edges of the programme without permission. When this was delivered to the Football Association they refused to accept it as they thought it might effect their amateur status. There was not time to get it reprinted so the printer guillotined the offending advertisements off, and Fred’s copy is actually complete as sold. I understand that although it’s creased where it has been folded, it’s so valuable, he’s making arrangements to keep it in his bank.
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The front and back of the first Football Cup Final programme reduced to 60% of full size

Cigarette Cards of the Crystal Palace.

by

Fred Peskett.
Hill’s Cigarette Cards.

A series of 40 Souvenir cards, two types were issued, the first in January 1937 which were issued with a matt finish, and the second in June 1937, which had a varnished finish. The contents of both seta are identical. Numbers 1 -11 are of the Great Exhibition Hyde Park, and numbers 12 -40 are of the Crystal Palace Penge.

1.
The Crystal Palace Hyde Park.
2.
Sir Joseph Paxton.

3.
The blotting paper sketch.
4.
Albert, Prince Consort.

5.
Great Exhibition Interior.
6.
Great Exhibition Interior.

7.
Great Exhibition Grounds.
8.
Great Exhibition Interior.

9.
Great Exhibition Interior.
10.
Great Exhibition Interior.

11.
Great Exhibition Interior.
12.
The Crystal Palace.

13.
Opening Crystal Palace.
14.
Archbishops Prayer.

15.
Queen Victoria opening.
16.
Napoleon III visiting.

17.
The Fountains.
18.
Peace Trophy, Scutari.

19.
The Mendelssohn Festival.
20.
Steam Fire Engines.

21.
Fireworks at the Palace.
22.
Christmas entertainment.

23.
North Transept, Fire 1866.
24.
The Palace Aquarium.

25.
Blondin at the Palace.
26.
Blondin’s Fall.

27.
Shah of Persia’s visit. 1873.
28.
Tsar’s visit 1874.

29.
Dr Carver’s rifle shooting.
30.
TheGrand Organ.

31.
The Pneumatic Railway.
32.
The Italian Court.

33.
The Egyptian Court.
34.
Festival of Empire. 1911.

35.
Football at the Palace. 1911.
36.
Band Competitions.

37.
The Great Towers.
38.
Aerial view of the fire.

39.
Palace destroyed by fire.
40.
Remains of the Palace.

Ogden’s Tab Cigarette Cards.

Ogden’s Tab Cigarettes were produced from the late 1880’s to the early 1900’s. They were sold mainly in India and Malaya. In their ‘General Interests’ series many of the cards show events or personalities associated with the Crystal Palace, and were reproduced from photographs taken by J. Russell. The Crystal Palace cards seem to be from three series. Series ‘C’ and Series ‘D’ from 1901, and those without a Series letter from 1902.


The cards I have identified so far and have, are listed thus,
Series ‘C’.

No. 144.
Mrs Laurie’s Poodles. Crystal Palace Dog Show. 1901.

No. 165
.
Sandrock Daphne, Kennel Club Dog Show Crystal Palace. 1901.

No. 320.
National Horse Show, Crystal Palace. 1901.

No. 325.
Picquant Pearl. Crystal Palace Cat Show. 1901.

No. 327.
Cackler of Note. Crystal Palace Terrier Club Show. 1901.

Series ‘D’.
No. 37

Ghita Corri, Opera singer, Crystal Palace. 1901.

No. 45.

Cyclist, A. A. Chase, Record for 1 mile set C. P. 1901.

No. 49.

Maharajah of Jodhpore, Playing Polo at Crystal Palace. 1901.

No. 65.

Mr Noel Price. Playing Polo at Crystal Palace. 1901.

No. 81.

Over London in a Balloon. (6) Take off from Crystal Palace.

No. 87.

Over London in a Balloon. (1) Inflating at Crystal Palace.

No. 113.
‘Zaida’ Crystal Palace Cat Show. 1901.

No. 124.
‘Brighton Midget’ Crystal Palace Cat Show. 1901.

Unlettered Series.
N.n.

The first meeting of the Aero Club, Crystal Palace. 1902.

N.n.

A close finish. Mr W. Ayers winning his race. Crystal Palace. 1902.

N.n.

The Veterans Race. Tit Bits Challenge Cup. C. P. 1902.

N.n.

Final Tie. English Football Cup. 1902.

N.n.

‘Royal Charlie’ Skye Terrier, Crystal Palace Dog Show. 1902.

N.n.

The first British Airship at Crystal Palace. 1902.

Senior Service Cigarettes.
Sights of London Series. c1929.

No. 27 of 48.
Crystal Palace. (Large size card, from packet of 20)

The Spinet House Cigarettes. (R. & J. Hill)

Views of London Series. c1930

No. 7 of 50.
Crystal Palace. (Sepia finish)

Clive Smith


We are sad to have to report the sudden death of Clive Smith the organiser of the monthly Bloomsbury Post Card Fair for many years. It is understood he fell breaking his pelvis. During the operation it was found he had cancer although the actual cause of death was pneumonia. Alan Sabey who was related to Clive attended the funeral on January 20th and represented the Exhibition Study Group. Our sympathies go to his wife, daughter and two sons.

Park Royal Children’s Camp Hostel and the Excursionists.

by

Bill Tonkin.


I first became aware of the Children’s Camp Hostel when many years ago I acquired a card titled ‘Children’s Camp Hostel. Park Royal. A quarter of the huge Dining Hall holding 5,000’ No. 2. A sea of faces, those seated facing away on long forms at folding tables all looking over their shoulder at the camera. The girls nearly all in white blouses and gym slips seated at separate tables from the boys. I probably bought it because it had a 1d Wembley stamp. It had not even got an exhibition post mark, being posted during June 1924 in Willesden NW10. The card obviously sent by a member of the staff to his girl friend reads ‘Dear Mary, Wouldn’t take this job again for £2 a day Bert’. Of course many men in 1924 would not have earnt £2 a week.
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Children’s Camp Hostel Park Royal No. 1
Children’s Camp Hostel Park Royal No. 2


Later I got Children’s Camp Hostel. Park Royal. No. 1 showing a string of seven open motor coaches marked ‘Private’ outside the hostel all packed with young children. Although I’ve found a second No. 2 I’ve never found any more of the series. I seem to have a memory at the back of my mind that some years ago a lady wrote to me and said there was a set of six cards. Unfortunately I can now find no trace of the letter.


The children staying at the Children’s Camp Hostel (Hostel) must have sent tens of thousands of post cards home to their parents, when they came up to London to visit the exhibition. This is a facet of Wembley postal history that has been overlooked and as far as I know, little is known about. I have been able to find nine of these post cards and from the odd snippets of childish information written on the backs have tried to build up a picture.


There was a mix of outings although visiting the Exhibition would have been the prime object, trips to Madam Tussauds, the Houses of Parliament and the Zoo are mentioned.


I soon came to realise that the thing to look out for is, first of all The Willesden NW10 post mark on British Empire Exhibition post cards, and then look to see if the card is addressed to Mum or Mum and Dad. If so you are home and dry, it’s a Hostel card. It was not the custom in those days to always put the address of the sender at the top of the card, but one card tells it all ‘Bed 1027. Children’s Camp Hostel, Park Royal Dept 2703, Willesden Lane, London NW 10’. 


I say British Empire Exhibition cards but it is very likely many of the children were supplied with stamped and addressed post cards or envelopes before they left on their journey, with strict instructions to not forget to write home. But I have never found one. Looking at the addresses on my cards it is obvious that groups or parties of children came from all over the country and from as far away as Guernsey and Jersey. No message mentions a leader or adult in charge of the young travellers but it would seem they were under the charge of teachers.


The only official Hostel recognised by the Exhibition for children excursionists was the Park Royal Children’s Camp Hostel in Willesden Lane, NW 10, which was under the direct supervision of the Middlesex Education Committee. A pamphlet ‘Excursions to the New Wembley May to October 1925’ states the Hostel was largely extended for 1925 and could provide accommodation for upwards of 3,000 children together with the necessary number of masters and mistresses, at very reasonable rates. A fully equipped hospital forms part of this organisation, and the catering is in the hands of Messrs Allnatt Ltd., official caterers for excursionists to the exhibition.


The figures do not tie in, the post card No. 2 claims 5,000 in 1924 but a year later after it is ‘largely extended’ it can only cater for ‘upwards of 3,000 children’


Don Knight in his book ‘The Lion Roars at Wembley’ gives some details of a Hostel used for exhibition attendants in a converted No. 3 Filling factory for which there were single and double cubicles attached to the dining halls and recreation rooms, and could cater for 3,000 people. The cost of accommodation for adults was 35/- a week for full board and was run by the Wembley Visitors Club Ltd., It looks as if there must have been two Hostels on the same site, one for adults and one for children. If they could both take 3,000 this would explain the discrepancy in figures mentioned earlier. I believe the site had been a brewery. I know we have several members who also belong to the Wembley Local History Society and perhaps one of them can add to my scanty knowledge.


Excursionists as they were called were very big business in both years. The 1925 pamphlet mentions that over 5,000 firms and associations organised excursions to Wembley in 1924. The excursionists in these parties numbered over three million people. The children’s parties from Elementary and Secondary Schools could obtain tickets from the secretary of the National Union of Teachers, while Private and Public Schools had to apply direct to the Controller of General Services at the Exhibition. Children’s parties were not allowed in on Tuesdays or week-ends. Tuesdays for some reason were regarded as special days and the normal adult visitors ticket rose from 1/6 to 2/6 on that day. Adults in excursion parties if booked in advance, paid a reduced rate of 1/3, but I can find no mention that children’s tickets were reduced.


The railway companies offered special cheap rates for excursions, the return ticket was offered for the price of a single ticket up to 80 miles from London, further away had a greater discount. They would also run a special train if 200 people booked for an excursion.


There was even a restaurant set up in the Palace of Engineering for excursionists organised by Allnatt Ltd., with a special excursion tariff.

Breakfast


Coffee or tea, bread and butter, jam or marmalade (ad lib)
1/6


Ditto with bacon and two eggs, or fried fillets of fish
2/3

Dinner (Mid day)


Cold meat dinner with vegetables, bread, cheese, etc. 
2/3


Hot joint, two vegetables, and sweet or cheese
2/9

Tea


Plain with bread and butter, jam and cake (ad lib)
1/6


Ditto with cold meat or fish or two eggs
2/-


Since nearly all the cards I have, plus the three official cards are all Photochrom I think it is safe to say that Photochrom cards were on sale at the Hostel. After all I’m sure the sales to a captive population of say, up to 5,000 all wanting to send cards home to Mum, would have been too good an opportunity for sales to be ignored. Unfortunately they did not have a special post mark, but there must have been posting boxes in the Hostel as one 1925 card mentions ‘the post goes out at 7.30. Dates of collections I have in 1924 are 11.15 A.M. (1), 1.15 P.M. (1), 3.15 P.M.(1), 8 P.M. (1), 11.15 P.M. (4). The times show the bulk of the cards were posted in the evening. One can imagine the children coming back tired after their days outing, having their tea, and then settling down to write to mum about their days news.
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Willesden 1924 cancellation. No dots after N W
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Willesden 1925 cancellation. Dots after N. W.


The Willesden cancellation used in 1924 was a double ring 21 mm in diameter with five wavy lines. The 1925 cancellation is almost identical but the letters are slightly shorter, indicating a different font was used for the die, and there is a stop added after N. and W. which are more spaced out.


In the following list the children’s spelling has not been corrected.

1
Fleetway Press card post marked Willesden 3.15 PM Jul 8 1924. Dorothy went to the exhibition and did not see anything worth bringing back, words fail me!!


Bed 1027. Children’s Camp Hostel, Park Royal Dept 2703, Willesden Lane, London NW 10.

Dear Mother, Arrived safely after a tedious journey. In the afternoon we went to the Exhibition it was very hot. I hope it is fine here. The food is cronic although I am not hungry. I have not seen anything worth bringing back, I must close now as we are going to bed. 

Love to all, Dorothy.

To Mrs Hill, 101, Falsgrave Rd, Scarborough.

2
A Mackintosh’s advert card post marked Willesden 1.15 PM Sep 11 1924. A free sample given away during a visit to the exhibition.


I am coming to morrow morning Saturday, and please ask father to wake you up early so as 

to see me come in the boat. I am going to see the monkeys at the zoo. I have seen some of our Guernsey people Mr Nicalle, and Les his daughter, Miss J. Collas, D. Colbert, all at Wembley, Wake William early Saturday

To Master W. Maby. Crownsdale, Vale, Guernsey.

3
Photochrom card post marked Willesden 11.15 AM Aug 4 1924.


Dear M. D,

We have been visiting New Zealand Australia and Malaya Saturday. Nearly every day it rain.

Love to all from Raymond

To R. E. Dreland, Longfields, Mt-au-Piêtre, St Helier Jersey. C. I.

4
Photochrom card post marked Willesden 11.15 AM Aug 5 1924. Spelling not so good but at least he writes home every day.


Dear Mother Dad,

We are going visting Houses of Parliamet and Madame Tassaud I am fealing very lonley. The weather here is not a tall fine it rains nearly evey day

From Raymond

To R. E. Dreland, Longfields, Mt-au-Piêtre, St Helier Jersey. C. I.

5
Photochrom card post marked Willesden 11.15 AM Jul 29 1924.


Dear Aunt and Grandad,

I hope you are well. I am having a good time. A thunder storm broke (to day) Tuesday afternoon. I am coming home on Friday.

Best Wishes from Eric.

To Miss & Mr Bechett, 21 Ewart St, Saltney Ferry, Chester.

6
Aerial view card by unknown publisher this was not posted in the Hostel but has a feint Wembley (not exhibition) post mark for 8 P.M. 27 Au 1924. 


Dear Mother,

I arrived here about five o’clock safely. We are out on our own to-night (Wednesday) Good food. Some of the girls were sick with the journey.

With Love from Ann Ellen.

To Mrs Wright. Hillside House, Hoddlesden, Nr Darwen, Lanarkshire

7
Photochrom card post marked Willesden 11.15 AM Jun 11 1924.


Dear Mother,

11 June. Weather is very nice to night and we have just had tea meat lemonade raspberry and apple pudding. Lodgins are very nice all in bed at 10 o’clock. To night we are going for a walk, and to morrow we are going to the exhibition. It is a very big place. Arrived at 4.5 then took electric car to another station.

With love Phyllis.

To Mrs J. Greenwood. 82, Victoria Terrace, Cornholme, Todmorden, Linc.

8
Photochrom official Hostel card No 2. post marked Willesden 11.15 Jun 25 1924. I should think written by a member of the staff not too happy with his lot.


24. 6. 24 Dear Mary.

Wouldn’t take this job again for £2 a day.

Bert

To Miss Jackson. 35, Benwell Grove, Newcastle on Tyne

9
Photochrom card post marked Willesden 9.15 AM Jul 4 1925. The message seems to imply the girl has been in a dancing competition.


Bess Park Royal July 3rd 1925.

Having a ripping time. Have danced but do not know result yet. Post goes out at 7.30. Our beds are nearly on the floor. You ought to see us in our gym frocks.

To Mrs E. Hills. 21, Garden Rd, Canterbury, Kent.

New Wembley Aircraft Post Cards.

thanks to

Tony Davies


Tony Davies writes to me fairly regularly with new finds of British Empire Exhibition post cards. He’s recently come up with some fine cards, enough to write a small article on them. Three of them have previously unrecorded backs not associated with Wembley before. We showed one card with a very similar back in our 1994 book, and at the time thought it was a one off card by an unknown publisher.
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    No. 1. O. P. Jones

       Back of the O. P. Jones card
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No. 2. This picture is now known with two different backs,

one certainly and the other probably produced by Tuck’s

It was an aerial view of the Exhibition with an Imperial Airways plane flying overhead titled ‘An Imperial Airways Passenger Aeroplane over Wembley’ and as far as I know Karl Illingworth has the only copy. We did not illustrate the back in our book, Tony’s three cards have an almost identical back with a few minor differences, Karl’s has ‘Imperial Airways Ltd’ with serifs and a dotted stamp box while Tony’s has a line stamp box and ‘Imperial Airways Ltd’ is without serifs, and there are minor differences in the setting.


Card No. 1 is of a pilot O. P. Jones standing besides a plane with his signature printed at the bottom. This is the same type of card as the eight known Tuck cards of pilots. Card No. 2 is another familiar picture of a plane that we listed as Aeroplane Picture No. 3, again by Tuck. The implication here is that both the cards must have been produced by Tuck and published by Imperial Airways. The style of writing the title is the same for both series. Four out of Tony’s five cards have Exhibition post marks for 1925 and/or messages tying them to Wembley, the other is un-used.
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No. 3. A previously unknown picture with Wembley stamp, post mark and message 

tying it to the exhibition.
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No. 4. Another scarce Imperial Airways Tuck card tied back and front with

manuscript message to Wembley
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No. 5. R. A. F. Recruiting Post Card No. E 6215.


Royal Air Force recruiting cards were available, probably given away free from the Post Office Exhibit in H.M. Government Pavilion. They were cancelled (without postage stamps) by a demonstration machine with a slogan type post mark reading 'Post Office Exhibit. Government Pavilion. Wembley.' As the cards were not intended for postal use there was no time or date, only the year 1925.


As details of more of this sort of material becomes available a pattern begins to form. The Post Office Exhibit post cards are all cancelled on the back, while the R. A. F. cards are all cancelled on the picture side. This leads to the conclusion that the cards were all pre cancelled before being made available to the public. This idea is endorsed by the fact that no other publishers exhibition cards are known with the special cancellation. In other words the post office cancelling machine was never available for use by the public to cancel their own cards.

Will any members who have not paid their subscriptions please note they are now overdue
Television and the Crystal Palace
by

Fred Peskett


Apart from all the exhibitions, concerts and many other events the Crystal Palace is less well known for its contribution to the early experiments in television and broadcasting. In 1933 John Logie Baird rented from the Trustees of the Crystal Palace several floors of the South Tower, and in

the July of 1934 a further 30,000 square feet of the Crystal Palace ground space, and the whole of the South Tower for up-to-date laboratories, studios, dressing rooms and office accomodation. The June and July 1934 editions of Practical Mechanics give a comprehensive view of the work that was being carried out at the Baird studios. It suggests that between 500 and 20,000 homes were tuning into the experimental transmissions using receivers constructed from plans given in journals such as the Practical Mechanics. The exact numbers of televisors in being (name given to early television sets) were unknown at the time, but Baird's transmissions covered the whole of Greater London. Two other companies. Electrical and Musical Industries (E. M. I.) and Cossor were also competing to provide the first Television Broadcasting Company along with a lesser known firm, Scophony. The Baird system had first started back in 1925 so had a fair head start.
The transmitting aerials were situated at the top of the South Tower with all the transmitters at the base of the tower. The Baird equipment was saved from the fire which destroyed the Crystal Palace on November 30th 1936, it is doubtful if the studios and other areas on the ground floor of the Palace survived. The Baird Company did not get the contract for Television Transmission this went to E.M.I, never-the-less, the Crystal Palace played its part in the development of the goggle box.


Baird Television Limited advertised their "Televisor" for the first time in September 1930. The advert shown above is from the September 1930 edition of the Journal of the British Association for the Advancement of Science. The Receiver and "Televisor" or a kit of parts were available long before formal television broadcasts. An interesting advert on the back of this page is a Harrison Line Cruise to the West Indies lasting six weeks for £67. (all found) Those were the days.

Three of the original Televisors are still in existence, one at the Science Museum, one at Bognor Regis Museum and one at Milestones, Basingstoke. The one at Bognor actually works via a time delay push button! using a recording of an original Baird Transmission.
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Colonel S. F. Cody

The fine article by Jean Roberts on Samuel Cody published in the Winter Journal caused some interest and I have had two letters from members. The first was from Graham Hall who included some extracts from Bradford newspapers written concerning Cody’s visit to the Bradford Exhibition in 1904.

Dear Bill,


Many thanks for the journal which arrived the other day and I was particularly interested in the article concerning Samuel Franklin Cody by Jean Roberts. A lovely bit of research ! I have a similar interest in the man but perhaps not quite so involved because of Cody's involvement with the 1904 Bradford Exhibition.

I thought a few bits and pieces concerning Cody and the exhibition may be of some interest to Jean and possibly you yourself Bill - hence the attached. Certainly his period spent in Bradford was not exactly a resounding success as you will see but by God he certainly had guts !
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Colonel S. F. Cody with his kites at Alexandra Palace in 1903

Picture kindly supplied by Jean Roberts

Newspaper extracts concerning Samuel Franklin Cody and his involvement with the

1904 Bradford Exhibition
"Bradford Daily Argus" - 27th July, 1904:
(Remember this is almost three months following the opening of the Exhibition.)

So we are to have another attraction at the exhibition! Colonel Cody, known to everyone as 'Buffalo Bill', is bringing to Bradford his man lifting war kites, which have been tested by the Admiralty and other authorities in regard to their practical use in war on land and sea. The kites or aeroplanes, as the Colonel calls them, are constructed of silk with frames of American hickory or steel tubing. They are in the strictest sense kites, having no gas inflation and not being intended at all for free ascents. They are bat-like in shape. In actual experience they have carried a man to a height of 1,600 feet and held him safely at that altitude for observation purposes. Instruments for meteorological observations they have carried to a height of 14,000 feet.

Colonel Cody, his wife and two sons are all habituated to journeys upward through the aid of these strange means of conveyance. The kite is held fast by a galvanized wire cable, and the aeronaut sits in a small basket chair with various controlling ropes at easy command. The aeronaut carries with him a camera, a telescope, a small shooting arm, a telephone for communication with the winch controller below and various other useful accessories. Under normal conditions an ascent and descent occupy a period of about one hour. The Colonel will make ascents at the exhibition on Saturday and every day for a week or more. As Colonel Cody's kites have not been seen anywhere in this neighborhood - if in the North of England at all - it is expected that they will attract general attention from visitors to the exhibition.


I have copies of scores of correspondence written by officials involved with the event from originals at the West Yorkshire Archive and in one written by J. Ledingham, who was an architect of some of the pavilions at the exhibition, to W. H. Knight the General Manager of the exhibition (he held the same position at many similar events including the Scottish National Exhibition of 1908) there is the following extract:

Dated 18th July, 1904.

At the Chairman's meeting this morning they decided to give Colonel Cody permission for a demonstration on Saturday next at his own terms.


In another intriguing extract from a letter written by W. H. Knight himself to E. B. Rawlinson Esq. of Halifax Bank Chambers, Tyrrel Street, Bradford, dated the 29th of May 1904 we have the following:
Dear Sir, 


I am in receipt of your letter of the 27th inst. and I have seen Mr. Cody, who has I believe visited your premises, and will I am sure be glad to repair the damage done to the chimney stack.

The above incident was reported in a number of the local papers. Poor old Cody had bad luck to test the patience of anyone during his engagement at the Bradford Exhibition and this was the culmination made much of in the newspapers:
"The Leeds & Yorkshire Mercury", Monday August 8th, 1904

Apparently a demonstration was underway in the early evening of Saturday the 6th. During this a young man of twenty, Mr. H. Baker in the employ of The Vacuum Cleaning Company at the exhibition, volunteered and asked to have a flight. Mr. Cody agreed but the young man panicked during the demonstration and finished up grabbing a chimney stack in Keighley Road (which bordered the event). He eventually scrambled to safety through an attic window in Clock House. (The building still survives being part of the Bradford Grammar School estate).

There are a number of newspaper reports covering the short period of Cody's displays at the exhibition and it seems he was frustrated by either the closeness of trees or the wind was too strong - or no wind at all. This sounds to have been the downfall of his 'invention'. Yet local 'aeronaut' Ruben Bramhall seemed to have an amazingly successful run at the event with both tethered and free flights of his two balloons, "City of Bradford" and "The Prince of Wales" but that's another story.

In all the years I have been collecting, no postcards have come to light covering Cody and his experiences at the Bradford Exhibition, yet there is an excellent card of Bramhall’s "The Prince of Wales" balloon. Any news of such cards would be of great interest to me.

Another member Ken Harman also wrote to me as follows,

Dear Bill,

Just a small follow-up for you. I recently reviewed (for the Royal Aeronautical Society) a new biography on Cody. The author, Peter Reese, had been in touch with Jean Roberts and made very good use of her collection in his writing. Incidentally, I think she lives in one of the former Cody residences in the Aldershot area - hence her great interest.

You may think it worthwhile to include my review in the Journal and a copy is enclosed.

The Flying Cowboy: Samuel Cody, Britain's First Airman

By Peter Reese
Tempus Publishing Ltd., The Mill, Brimscombe Port, Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL5 2QG. 

256 PP. Soft-back. Illustrated. £17.99. ISBN 0-7524-3659-7

There have already been three biographies on Cody and one might question why another has been published: the reasons are soon clear. The first book was published in 1953 by G. A. Broomfield who had been associated with Cody's early aviation days and is full of the myths and legends of his cowboy and circus experiences. The second by A. G. Lee (1965) took up a hundred pages largely recounting reminiscences passed on by the aging Vivian Cody. It was therefore a relief when in 1999 Garry Jenkins published a fine account of Cody's life for he now had access to new important material, especially from Jean Roberts, the current occupier of one of Cody's former homes. 


But this new book goes much further for Peter Reese has obviously done extensive research both here and abroad and has also included lots of material from Jean Roberts' treasure trove. Cody's early life and his Wild West shows are put into perspective at last and all his fabrications of names, events and dates are clearly set out: an extraordinary story indeed for his real name was Cowdery and most of the details he gave of his birth and marriage were lies. Amazingly, he continued to stick to these stories even when he applied for British naturalization as late as 1909.
From page 40 onwards we are treated to a full explanation of the kite-flying days, followed by the story of Cody's diversion assisting with the development of military airships which frustrated his aim of producing his own aeroplane. The dithering and meanness of the War Office must have alienated Cody greatly although he had the advantage of using military facilities at Aldershot for many years. He had a natural aptitude for mechanical things and being energetic and exuberant, even his many crashes did not deter him from his aims so that he eventually succeeded where so many others failed. There is a splendid explanation of his need to take part in aviation meetings and races to provide adequate income and a full account of the Circuit of Great Britain Race of 1911. Many hitherto unpublished photographs have been reproduced and there are good descriptions of the various planes together with very useful scale diagrams from Jean Roberts' collection. An appendix shows photographs of aero engines used by Cody.
A good index together with a proper bibliography are most welcome, advantages which are slightly offset by a few obvious errors and a strange lack of accurate French accents. It is a pity that it is not available in hardback for surely this perceptive analysis will be the standard book on Cody for many years. Highly recommended.








Ken Harman, Affiliate

Ken has checked with the Royal Aeronautical Society that it is O.K. to use this: their only request is that we should add the following, which we are happy to do.
"This review was originally compiled for the Royal Aeronautical Society's publication The Aerospace Professional', July 2006.

Post Cards of the White City.

Part 38.

by Bill Tonkin

Type 2. A close up night scene looking directly at the cascade. There are no boats to be seen in this view.


The view of the cascade on card No. 215 is known in two states, and these are listed. The difference between them is in the water of the cascade. The first is from the original negative, the water of the cascade is shown with very little water, and in fact on the real photo card the panels at the back of the cascade can be clearly seen, this is listed as ‘view without water in cascade’. In the second state an artist has painted in a lot of water, this is listed as ‘view with coloured or white water in the cascade’.

Court of Honour at Night, Franco-British Exhibition, London, 1908.


B/W R/Photo, view without water in cascade, black ‘X L’ back type FB 12.



215
Title in two lines at bottom centre.

Title altered to, Franco-British Exhibition, Court of Honour, Night Effect.

B/W photogravure, view without water in cascade, red ‘F B seal’ back type FB 1.



N.n.
Title in one line at bottom left.


B/W photogravure on cream, view with white water in cascade, black ‘Throughout the 


World’ back type FB 2.



215
Title in two lines at bottom left, left edge rouletted.


Coloured, view with coloured water in cascade, red ‘F B seal’ back type FB 1.



N.n.
Title in one line at bottom left. 

Type 3. A vertical night scene with no boats visible, between a half and a third at the bottom of the view is water.

Court of Honour at Night, Franco-British Exhibition, London, 1908.

Sepia R/Photo, black ‘X L’ back type FB 11.



284
Title in two lines at bottom centre.    Vert left.

Title altered to, Franco-British Exhibition, Court of Honour, Night Effect.


B/W photogravure on cream, black ‘Throughout the World’ back type FB 2.



284
Title with tails in two lines at bottom left, left edge rouletted.    Vert left.


B/W photogravure, matt surface, black ‘Throughout the World’ type FB 2.



284
Title with tails in two lines at bottom left, left edge perforated.    Vert left.

For other post cards of this view see in the Latin-British Exhibition section, under ‘Court of Honour by Night’.


The coloured cards are known without any clouds in the sky ‘without clouds’ and where white clouds have been added ‘with clouds’.

Court of Honour Entrance, Franco-British Exhibition, London, 1908.

B/W R/Photo, black ‘X L’ back type FB 11.



183
Title in two lines at bottom centre.    Vert right.

Title altered to, Entrance to Court of Honour, Franco-British Exhibition, London, 1908.

B/W litho, black ‘Throughout the World’ back type FB 2.



N.n.
Title in two lines at bottom left.    Vert left.


B/W litho, greenish grey ‘Throughout the World’ back type FB 2.



N.n.
Title in two lines at bottom left.    Vert left.


Coloured, with clouds, red ‘F B seal’ back type FB 1.



183
Title in two lines at top left.    Vert left.



183
Title in two lines at top right.    Vert left.


Coloured, without clouds, red ‘F B seal’ back type FB 1.



183
Title in two lines at top left.    Vert left.



183
Title in two lines at top centre.    Vert left.

Court of Honour from Congress Bridge, Franco-British Exhibition, London, 1908. N.n. see 
under Court of Honour, Franco-British Exhibition, London, 1908. No. 346.
Court of Honour from Congress Hall, Franco-British Exhibition, London, 1908. (A pre 
exhibition forerunner.)

On this post card ‘Valentine’s Series Copyright’ on the front can be found in two types. Some have a split imprint with the words reversed, ‘Copyright’ on the left and ‘Valentine’s Series’ on the right, listed as ‘with a reversed split Copyright Valentine’s Series’, some have the normal angled imprint in two lines.


B/W litho, sunk plate with large white border, dark green ‘Throughout the World’ back type 

FB 2.



N.n.
Split title in one line at bottom centre, reversed split imprint with 




‘Copyright’ on left and ‘Valentine’s Series’ on right, gap between 



‘Copyright’ and ‘Valentine’s’ measures 47 mm.


B/W litho, sunk plate with large white border, greenish grey ‘Throughout the World’ 



back type FB 2.



N.n.
Split title in one line at bottom centre, reversed split imprint with 




‘Copyright’ on left and ‘Valentine’s Series’ on right, gap between 



‘Copyright’ and ‘Valentine’s’ measures 47 mm.




A.
Back upright.




B.
Back inverted.



N.n.
Split title in one line at bottom centre, reversed split imprint with 




‘Copyright’ on left and ‘Valentine’s Series’ on right, gap between 



‘Copyright’ and ‘Valentine’s’ measures 65 mm. The cards with the 



65 mm gap also have different clouds.


Coloured, grey ‘Throughout the World’ back type FB 2.



N.n.
Title in one line at top left.


Coloured, red ‘F B seal’ back type FB 1.



N.n.
Title in one line at top left. This is also known printed on a very thick card.

Court of Honour from Congress Hall, Franco-British Exhibition, London, 1908.

Double width Panorama type card, on the back the right half has a printed post card back while the left half is blank. Very often the halves become detached, and are mistaken by collectors for normal cards. Cards with blank backs are the right halves of Panorama type cards, and cards without titles are very often the half of a panorama type card where the title appears on the missing half. In this instance half of the card was published as a normal sized post card, given a number, 196 and titled ‘Court of Honour.’


B/W litho, bluish grey ‘PANORAMA’ back type FB 20.



N.n.
Title in two lines at top left on the left half of the card.


Coloured, red ‘F B seal’ double width back type FB 1.



N.n.
Title in one line at top right on the right half of the card.

For other cards of this type see under Panorama.

For other Panorama cards of this view see in The Great White City section, under ‘Court of Honour from Congress Hall’.

Court of Honour from Congress Hall, Franco-British Exhibition, London, 1908. No. 182, see 
under Court of Honour, Franco-British Exhibition, London, 1908. No. 182.
Court of Honour from Congress Hall, Franco-British Exhibition, London, 1908. No. 191, see 
under Court of Honour at Night, Franco-British Exhibition, London, 1908. No. 191.
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