Editorial No 8 June 1987

With a membership approaching fifty; of whom at least, half are dedicated collectors and researchers my appeal this time, as always, is for articles, preferably original research into some aspect of exhibition collecting or its history. If members are reluctant, to commit themselves to print then possibly they could send material to be xeroxed ie. postcards, newspaper items and other bits of interesting ephemera. This interim newsletter has been put together with material drawn from our own files (with help from Alan Sabey)
	I still feel, as 1 did in 1981, that as a 'Study Circle' we should now start to work together- in small groups and produce checklists and articles for publication in the newsletter.
	Many thanks to 'Messengers' for the excellent write-up in No 19 Auction List (any member who does not subscribe to this wonderful read should get out their writing pad at once). Also a continuing thanks to Brian and Mary Lund who are always ready to give us a mention in Picture Postcard Monthly.
	Members may already know of the existence of the Postcards of Palestine Group run by David Pearlman, the very knowledgeable postcard collector and an ex-editor of an excellent postcard magazine. David would like details of any postcards of Palestine but I would ask our members to concentrate their efforts on the various Palestine pavilions, Palestine exhibitions etc.. Please send your information to David at 36,Asmuns Hill, London NWI16ET, he is always keen to receive new information and punctilious with his thanks!

York – 3rd October Meeting of 
Exhibition Study Group

	This will be held as planned venue has still to be decided. Members who indicate a willingness to attend will receive details by post as soon as possible. If you decide to attend at the last minute, then contact me at home for information (091 -536421 9)
	Don Knight, Graham Hall and Stanley Hunter have provisionally agreed to give talks/displays on their specialist areas (White City, Bradford and Scottish ex) and I am looking for someone to offer Earls Court, Wembley or Festival of Britain. I shall attempt to cover the final slot Foreign Expos.
	The programme will follow the same timing as mentioned in newsletter No. 7 with plenty of time to chat, and show some of your own collection. f
I	Fred and I have had requests from new members for copies of our book Part. 2. It is out of print and as a reprint is out of the question, financially, we propose to run off 15 xerox copies. They will have the normal colour front and a plastic spine cost including postage will be £3. please send your order now!
	New members have been, and can be supplied with back copies of all the past newsletters. 1 do apologise for the quality of some of the illustrations in these copies but they are taken from old newsletters and not the original copy. Please send 50p for each back issue. It is worth commenting that 1 am moving to another building,which has much better reprographic faci1ities after the summer holidays!
The membership fee is still £3 per year and for this magnificent sum you receive two newsletters. If it is possible to produce an 'extra’ edition (I intend one on Scottish Ex. this year) then I hope members wi11 be willing to pay an extra 5Op.

Andrew & Fred - June 1987,
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Rotarv postcards issued for the White City 1908-12

	Many members keep very detailed checklists of p.p.c.’s for the exhibition, which hold great interest for them personally and I am sure that Graham Hall (Bradford) and Stanley Hunter(Scottish Ex) will not mind me saying that they record every card in this way, different printings etc., are very important to their final checklists. My own collecting habits make this type of recording very difficult and my standards of recording are somewhat simpler. I do hope however that 1 record the basic information (see attached sheet) for every p. p. c.
	Rotary cards published for British exhibitions are a good example of the type of research that we, as a group, should be able to complete. They are a numbered series, quite collectable and reasonably easy to find. As real photographic cards some are very interesting, although I must admit many are dull, uninteresting views of palaces, pavilions. 1 would like to start with the Rotary publications for the White City but do not hesitate to contact me regarding the other exhibitions.. If members are able to supply the titles for any of the cards missing from the following lists I would be most grateful Full listings will be printed in future newsletters.

Franco-British 1908
6791	(A - Z?) I have cause to think that this series stops at X. Titles required
6791	G, I, N, S, Y & Z.
6792	(A - ?) Last letter I have recorded is M. Titles required
6792	I & L (plus N etc?)

Imperial-International 1909
6793	(A - Z) Titles required
6793	C, H, J, L, N, P, S, & V
6794	(A - Z) Titles required
6794	A, I, J, K, O, P, R, T - X.
6795	(A -?) Last; letter I have recorded is P. Titles required
6795	A, B, F, H, 0, (and possibly Q to ?)

Japan-British 1910
6796	(A - Z) Titles required
6796	E, F, G, H, M, N, Q, T, U, V & W
6797	(A - Z) Titles required
6797	A, B, C, F, H, 1, J, K, M, & X
6798	(A -?) Last letter 1 have recorded is S. Titles required 
6798	A, D, E, H, I, K, L, M, N, S, R, (T - ?)

Coronation Exhibition 1911
6800 (1 - 46?) Last number I have recorded is 46. In this case it is easier to record the numbers that I have and ask you to supply the rest! I have
6800	3, 5, 10. 11, 30, 32, 36 & 46.

Latin-British 1912
6952	(1 - 46) Last letter 1 have recorded is S. Titles required 
6952	B, E, H, K, L, M, N, O, P, R & T etc

1 have not seen, any Rotary cards for the Anglo-American, can anyone dispute this? In the first newsletter (1981) I published a listing of Rotary cards for the Festival of Empire 1911 and asked members to fill in my many gaps This particular list is still incomplete, as are Rotary lists for other exhibitions and I would like to enlist the help of members in tackling the Rotary cards. If you think you can add to my incomplete listings please send for the appropriate check 1ist(s)
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STADT FRANKFURT AM MAIN Stadtarchiv

Der Magistrat

Stadtverwaltung (Amt 41A), Postfach 38 82, 6000 Frankfurt am Main 1

Auskunft erteilt

Mr.A.D.Brooks Mr.Stracke
-exhibition research- % Durchwahl Zimmer
Fairhaven (0611 2124762 116
Sunderland Rd. lhre Nach{iﬁht / Inre Zeichen
East Boldon : v.13 "June 1984
Tyne & Wear Unsere Zeichen
NE36 ONA/ ENGLAND Ib/st

Datum

19.6.1984

Betr.: International Electrotechnical Exhibition 1891

Dear Sir,

the enclosed map shows, that the exhibition place was located

between the front of the main railway-station an the public park

at the city walls (today there is a business-, banking- and

amusement-quarter). There have been several exhibition halls

for different purposes.

The reason for this exhibition was the question, how to feed

quick-growing Frankfurt with electicity?

At this time tne future of different systems was discussed in

all industrialized countries: direct current or alternating

current?

Leopold Sonnerann, publisher of the well-known "Frankfurter

Zeitung" had the idea of installing a competition exhibition,

showing the practicability of both ac. and dec., featuring the

whole electricity-spectrum.

One of the attractions was the longest ac-power-cable at this

time in the world, reaching 175 km (about 110 miles) from the

generator at Lzuffen/Neckar to the Frankfurt-exhibition.

The "Niagara-Fzlls-Power-Company" watched this experiment very

interested and -ac., proven as successful- decided for ac. Then

Buffalo was the first town supplied with electric energy from

Niagara Falls.

There was a special post-office at the exhibition, having a

special postmerk; the Frankfurt philatelist society "Merkur" is

refering to this in its small newspaper "Frankfurter Bote", kr.54,

Juni 1981. Plezse write to Heribert M.Link, Oeder Weg 13,

6000 Frankfurt 1.

Probably you rzy get further hints about postal cards and picture

postcards by contacting the following adresses:

-~ Bundespostruseum, Schaumainkai 53, 6000 Frankfurt/M. 70

- Herr Joachir Frey,c/o Papier-Dorsch, Schifferstr.12, 6000
Frankfurt/i. 70

The number of visitors we're not able to determine in time,
For copies ani postage, please send us 4 International Response
coupons (you c£et them at every post-office).

Sincerely yours , /-
by order cf/jk??/fv

. ¢
(Mt Btracke)

Hausanschrift: Karmelitergasse 5§ (Karmeliterkloster) 2 Rathausvermittiung (0611) 2121
6000 Frankfurt am Main 1 Telex 413064
FVV-Haltestelle Theaterplatz
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Llektrotechnische Ausstellung in Frankfurt a, M,

Neunzig Jahre sind es her, dafl in Frankturt am
Maitn die Internationale Elektrotecthnische Aus-—
steltung statttand, lm Mai 1891 wurde aut dom

bis dalrin unbebauten Geliimde zwischen halserstra-
Bdoe und Mainutfer diescoe grofle Ausstellung crolfnet
- "“derp Ut'(tillll der zweiten industricllen Revolu-
tion", wic der Titel der »z.7t. im listorischen
Museum stattfindenden Ausstellung saglt, sollte
hicr der Bevolkorung gozoipt worden,

Postalisch interessant ist dabei, dal3 ab 7, Juli
1891 ¢in Sonderpostamt, welches einen ecigencen
Stempel verwendete, c¢ingerichtet wurde, Dieses
Sondorpostamt blieb bis zum 19, Oktober, dem
schlufB der Ausstellung, in Petrieb,
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67928 THE FRANCO-BRITISH EXHIBITION ROTARY PHOTO, £.C
COURT OF HONOUR.
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The Wembley Exhibition

Some Notes on the Lesser Buildings and Architectural Exhibits
By FREDK. CHATTERTON, F.R.].B.A.

O vast 1s the agelomeration of buildings which has
sprung up on the rural soil of Wembley for the dis-
play of the Empire’s resources, that anything
approaching a categorical notice of them could not

possibly be contained within the space allotted to the writer,
who was merely given a roving commission by the editor
to jot down a few brief impressions on such of the lesser
structures as appeared to possess some point or other of
architectural interest.  This particular quality is to be
obscrved in so many of the buildings that the task would
«till have been formidable but for the restrictive effect pro-
duced by confining one’s observations in the main to those
cxamples which are representative or typical of a class.

The Palace of Engineering.

The immense stand devoted to the exhibits of Messrs.
Vickers, Ltd., reveals a fine sense of scale on the part of the
designer, whose work possesses qualities of imagination
and dignity which are the more welcome on account of their
somewhat infrequent association with engineering enter-
prise. The architectural profession will regard with appre-
ciation the asthetic vision thus shown by this great house,
and duly credit it with the improvement in taste on the
part of lesscr firms which will undoubtedly result from the
example it has set. The spaces between the stanchions
dividing the stand into two equal halves for almost its
entire length are occupied by a succession of architectural
screens, at each end of which is a symbolic figure—one
representing Labour and the other Science—of unusual
merit. Rising from above the general cornice level of this
continuous line of structures, and at about the centre of it,
is a severely-designed lighthouse flanked by seated figures,
svmbolizing Distribution, sending out their message and
their products by sea and by air. The monumental charac-
ter of these serene figures is most marked.

A research department building, the chief architectural
features of which are its clock - tower and roof garden,
completes an undeniably fine scheme.

Widely differing conditions have led to the adoption of a
less architectural design for the stand of Messrs. Metro-
politan Vickers, which retains its open character to a far
greater extent than the stand just described. It has been
broadly conceived, nevertheless, and its line of tall columns
with lengths of massive carving above the entablature is
in the grand manner.

A most commanding stand has been designed for Messrs.
Dorman, Long & Co., Ltd,, by Sir Edwin Lutyens, R.A.,

" who has produced an exceptionally dignified building in the

classic stvle. It follows the Tuscan tradition more or less
closely, and is remarkable for the perfect contour of its
cornice. The structure rises to a height of 22 ft. 10} in,,
and has a rectangular measurement of 4o ft. by 31 ft. 31in.
at the edge of the lower step.  Its columns—the scagliola
shafts of which are an excellent imitation of ““ Bleu Belge”
marble—are spaced at very nearly the same relative inter-
vals as Inigo Jones adopted for his Tuscan portico at St.
Paul’s, Covent Garden. This stand iz one of the finest in
the exhibition.

Full advantage has been taken by the designer of Messrs.
\W. H. Gaze and Sons’ stand of the fact that a public gang-
way crosses the centre of the space it occupies, and divides
it 1nto two equal parts. One of these consists of a well-
proportioned apartment of simple design with grilled fan-
lights to the lateizl windows and a2 painted and gilded
ceiling, while the other has been made into a most restful
garden lounge, upon whose fow surrcunding walls rest the

square piers which carry a flower-bedecked fricze of trellis-

work. The composition as a wholc i~ most pleasing, apa
is especially noteworthy for the restraint shown in
design of the columned vestibule.

Mr. Oswald Miln«, F R .1.B.A. i< to b congratulated upo,
the two-storivd building he ka~ crected for the Generp
Electric Co. An excellent oficet has been produced |y,
setting back the uppor story to form a balustraded balcony
The main entrance is through the centre arch of a rang, o
three semicircular openings of wvery simple charactg
Internally much use has been made of colour and gilding—
notably in the coved ccilings.

Included within the comprehensive architectural schem,
designed for the Cable Makers’ Association by Messr,,
Imrie and Angell, are the stands of Henlex's Telegrap),
Works, Callenders’ Cable and Construction Co., Siemen.
Bros. & Co., the London Electric Wire and Smith’s Co., ang
the British Insulated and Helsby Cables, all of which are
skilfully disposed about a large open court of great dignity.

The stand of the British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. i
another fine conception, and comprises a number of axially
placed, open-sided pavilions of original design, culminating
in a domed reception room. The treatment of the column.
and entablature is both distinctive and unusual.

The black-finished steel casements and doors manufac-
tured by Messrs. Mellowes & Co. are a dignified element in
the composition of the company’s white-fronted stand,
which has an effective name fascia of stencilled copper over
white opal glass, and a rather elegant glazed dome of
elliptical shape within.

More emphatic in its utilitarian expression, perhaps, is
the structure consisting of lattice stecl-work in flat Oxford
blue, which partly covers the space occupied by the exhibit
of Messrs. Baldwins, Lid.

Much thought has been bestowed upon the lay-out of the
exhibit of the British Electrical Development Association,
which is the work of Messrs. Imrie and Angell.  Its chief
features are the two complete buildings which occupy two
of the sides and face one another. One of these is double-
storied, and both are roofed with Roman tiles.

An interesting eficct is produced by the simple lines of
the stand erected by the Relay Automatic Telephone Co.
1t has square opening: margined with blue, in keeping with
the recessed frieze. )

Equally successful architecturally, and even more reti-
cent, is the stand of Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd., which has
neither base nor cornice. Its interest is centred in the
square-headed columncd entrance doorway, which ®
flanked by small, well-placed blind window recesses. The
onlyv discordant note is provided by the lettering.

Tic Palace of Indusiry.

The stand of the Cement Marketing Co. is approach(d
through a stately classic portal, which is crowned by 8
garlanded frieze. Mr. Vincent Harris, the designer, ha
been conspicuously successful in his arrangement of t
names of the subfidian: companies on either side of th
entrance opening. These are so well sct out and lettered 3¢
to sugeest a series ¢ inscriptions on 2 triumphal arch.

Adjoining the above stand is the pavilion of the (hat
wood Safe Co., Ltd.. esigned by the same architect. O
enters through a huge circular treasury door, the squart
frame of which is sctin a massive cavetto architrave. g
interior has a fine ¢ partlv glazed and partly p:mk‘“‘
—decorated in red. ooid, and black.

Messrs, Doulton's broadly treated stand—designed by
Mr. Oliver Hill—atiords an vxcellent setting for the richly-
coloured entrances which are its most distinctive features.
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HAWDIONS PUNGALON. WEMPLEY EXHIZITION,

THE CONCRETE UTILITIES PAVILION.
CLOUGH WILLIAMS-ELLIS, ARCHITECT.

HAMPTONS' BUNGALO W
MESSRS. HENRY TANNER, ARCHITECTS.

THE COTTON PORTICO.
J. HUBERT WORTHINGTON, ARCHITECT.

THE. BRUNNER-MOND PAVILION. BRABY'S ALL-METAL PAVILION.
CLOUGH WILLIAMS-ELLIS, ARCHITECT W. BRAXTON SINCLAIR, FR.IBA., ARCHITEC
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One especially, of rough-textured crazy mosaic in which
bhie predominates, has captured the Persian spirit of <ur-
face decoration in a most interesting fashion, stmple as its
desten readly as:

Another pottery exhibit—that of Messrs. Twyfords,
Ltd.—is cqually characteristic, though in a different way.
Here, with much daring, the designer has placed in plain
openings over the entrances several heavy chemical retorts
of glazed stoneware, with very striking effect. It was a
logical thing to do, and the urn-like vessels thus employed
have inherent qualities of tone and line which convey a
definite suggestion of dignity and strength.

A sense of fitness is expressed in the well-proportioned
stand designed by Mr. P. Morley Horder for Shannon,
Ltd., by the manner in which the pediment follows the
roof slope of the main building. Very charming, too, are
the bow-fronted show windows on the ground floor, which
also includes a panelled room executed in veneered Indian
laurel.

An interesting repressntation of part of the interior of |
baronial hall forms the stand of the Walpamur Co. Ty,
walls are panelled, and a feature of the scheme is the fric g,
under the cornice, thre pancls of which are decorated iy
colour with the coats—.i-arms of various ciues and towns,

Quite a tropical ncte is conveved by the stand of .
North British Rubber Co. This is a double-gabled weathr.
boarded building, with green shuttered windows, repro-
senting a tvpical rub®=r planter’s “shack”™ in the rubber-
growing districts of th Far Iast.

T2 Palace of Arts.

Having paid due homage to the marvels of the Queen's
Dolls’ House, the architect visitor will, in his further explora-
tion of the Palace of Aris, be wise to seek out that other
remarkable exhibit known as the Basilica.

Messrs. Simpson and Avrton, the architects of this
veritable church—for, structurally at least, it is nothing
less—have intentionallv developed their design on the

gt

Copyright : British Empire Exhibition.

THE BASILICA, PALACE OF ARTS.
SIR JOHN SIMPSON AND MAXWELL AYRTON, ARCHITECTS.

Mr. Morley Horder is also responsible for the polygonal
hall which constitutes the top-lighted stand of Messrs.
Henry Hope and Son, Ltd. The bays are windowed with
various types of the firm’s steel casements, and the walls
seen through them are painted with outdoor scenery to
suggest views of the countryside. A fine decorative effect
is produced by a series of paintings of architectural sub-
jects in water-colour at the frieze level. These are the work
of Mr. Clive Gardiner.

The stand of Messrs. Waring and Gillow is a refined picce
of work, and quite accords with the high standards of
artistic achievemnent which are associated with this par-
ticular firm. It consists of three very diversely-treated
apartments, approached through a vestibule which is
flanked by two display windows forming part of the well-
balanced Georgian elevation. The largest apartment—
which is the first entered—is designed to represent a library
of the period, and is carricd out in buff and cream, but a
suggestion for an alternatsve treatment with gilt enrich-
ments is shown in one of the bays. The cornice of this fine
interior is, perhaps, a little overcrowded and would prob-
ably have gained by the omission of the dentil course.

simplest possible lines, in order that the ecclesiastical art
exhibits displayed within the building might be seen under
the most favourable conditions.

The Basilica 1s barrel-vaulted, and consists of an arcaded
nave, whose three clerestoried bays open into as many
windowed recesses—completely furnished and decorated
as side chapels—on either side of it. At the eastern end a
semicircular apse has been formed, roofed with a half-
dome. The work of decorating the wall of the apse has
been entrusted to Mr. A. K. Lawrence, whose allegorical
painting, ~* Service and Sacrifice.” has won universal praise.

Much success has been attained in the general treatment
of this portion of the church, which includes some very fine
gilt candlesticks by Mr. F. E. Howard; an enamelled pla-
tinum altar cross by Messrs. James Powell and Sons; and
Mr. _Henry Wilson’s pulpit, carried out by Mr. W. E.
Micklewrnight.

Conspicuous for its imaginative vigour and fine crafts-
manship is the cast bronze altar rail surmounted by an oak
handrail, designed by Mr. J. J. Joass,and executed by Messrs.
J. W. Singer and Sons, Ltd., at their bronze foundry at
I'rome, Somerset, It may, perhaps, be mentioned that

e N .
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