EDITORIAL							         WINTER 2000

Winter’s come with lots of rain,
and the fields are under water again.
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THE FIRST AUCTION
by
Mike Perkins
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Post Cards of the White City
Part 15.
By
Bill Tonkin

Taber Bas Relief Co. See under Samuels Limited type 4.

Tanaka. R. Kyoto, Japan.
	R Tanaka displayed Japanese Silk Art and published a series of post cards showing his goods and prices.
	B/W litho printing with the text in blue, each card has a heading ‘R. Tanaka’s Exhibit to Japan-British Exposition, 1910.’ at the top and a number and title at the bottom or side. The backs are printed in blue and red with the British and Japanese flag.
No. 4.		6ft 4 fold Screen. Silk Hand Embroidery work. Price £129.
No. 10.		A. 3,3/4 x 3,3/4 Silk Hand work Embroidery. B. 2,2/6 x 6,9/12 Silk Hand cut 				Velvet. 	C. 2,2/6 x 6,9/12 Silk Hand cut Velvet. Price Pair £77.
No. 11.		3. x 5 3/4 Framed Picture. Silk Hand Embroidery. Price £28.
No. 14.		4, 1/4 x 2, 8/12 Framed Picture. Silk Hand Cut Velvet Work. Price £28.

Tanqueray, Gordon & Co., Ltd.
	B/W photogravure advert post card showing the stand of Tanqueray, Gordon & Co., Ltd. at the Japan-British Exhibition. Black back, ‘POST CARD’ measures 44 mm., ‘T’ divider with ‘Affix Halfpenny Stamp’ in a line stamp box.
N.n.		Tanqueray, Gordon & Co., Ltd. Japan-British Exhibition. 1910.

Tartar Camp.
	These post cards were probably produced by the same firm that produced the Hagenbeck type 1. cards as the backs are identical and both were printed in Saxony.
B/W litho printing, green back All cards have the same title ‘Imperial International Exhibition 1909 Tartar Camp’ with most of the titles in a white panel at the bottom.
N.n.		Imperial International Exhibition 1909 Tartar Camp. Large group of Tartars at 			meal time, two tents in background.
N.n.		Imperial International Exhibition 1909 Tartar Camp. Two men and two ladies 			dancing before seated spectators, one tent in background.
N.n.		Imperial International Exhibition 1909 Tartar Camp. Group of 17 men, women			and children, front row seated, one tent in background.
N.n.		Imperial International Exhibition 1909 Tartar Camp. Man with camel loaded 			with children and tent poles, four men seated in front of tent.
N.n.		Imperial International Exhibition 1909 Tartar Camp. Man on horse with camel 			on end of rope.
N.n.		Imperial International Exhibition 1909 Tartar Camp. 7 men, women and children 			all smoking pipes in front of tent.
N.n.		Imperial International Exhibition 1909 Tartar Camp. Tarters kneeling at altar 			for religious ceremony. (title in white panel at the right side)

Tasmanian Government.
	The Tasmanian Government published a series of post cards for the Franco-British Exhibition. The cards come in two colours, a greyish sepia and a bluish sepia. The imprint on the left reads ‘Designed and Printed by John Vail, Government Printer, Tasmania.’ and the round stamp box has ‘Stamp Here’.
Series 1. greyish sepia photogravure, black back 
N.n.		A Prize Merino Ram. “President.”
N.n.		An Apple Trophy.
N.n.		Carting Blackwood Logs to Scottsdale.
N.n.		Hydraulic Tin-Sluicing.
N.n.		Loading Potatoes at Devonport.
N.n.		Mount Lyell Smelters. Queenstown.
N.n.		Orchards in the Glenorchy Valley.
N.n.		Preparing Poultry for Export.
N.n.		Tasmanian Gold Mine, Beaconsfield.

Series 2. bluish sepia photogravure, black back 
N.n.		A Tasmanian Timber Mill.
N.n.		British and Foreign Woolbuyers Inspecting Wool.
N.n.		Electric Light and Power Station.
N.n.		English Trout.
N.n.		Hauling Timber through Forest.    Vert left.
N.n.		Hop-Picking at New Norfolk.
N.n.		Magnet Silver Mine, near Waratah.
N.n.		Packing Stores for the Mines.
N.n.		Shipping Apples for England.

Taylor. A. & G.
	A. & G. Taylor’s R/Photo post cards are very prone to fading, so much so that sometimes it is difficult to see a view. The ability to identify and list Taylor’s post cards becomes even more difficult as the numbers on the L’Entente Cordiale cards are hidden in the design and are not readily visible. The title also is incorporated in the design which has been listed as types in numerical order.
	The Reality Series was published with four different backs, type A. to D. the main difference being in the size of ‘POST CARD’ and the wording in the stamp box and imprint. The Orthochrome Series has two different backs type E. and F.
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Type A. ‘POST CARD’ without stop measures 60-61 mm. The dotted stamp box has ‘Inland
 ½d. Stamp Foreign 1d.’ and in the imprint the spelling of ‘Victoria St.’ is abbreviated 
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Type B. ‘POST CARD.’ with stop measures 55 mm. The dotted stamp box has ‘Inland
 ½d. Stamp Foreign 1d.’ and in the imprint the spelling of ‘Victoria Street,’ is in full. 
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Type C. ‘POST CARD.’ with stop measures 55 mm. The dotted stamp box now has
‘Printed in England.’ and in the imprint the spelling of ‘Victoria Street,’ is in full. 

Type D. The back is as type C except that ‘POST CARD’ is again reduced and now
measures only 53 mm.
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Type E. ‘POST CARD.’ with stop measures 60 mm. The line stamp box now has
‘Printed at our works in Saxony.’

Type F. ‘POST CARD.’ with stop measures 60 mm. The line stamp box has ‘Affix 
Stamp’ and the imprint has been altered to three lines.

Series 1. Hand tinted sepia R/Photo showing three views, Palace of British Applied Arts, The Flip-Flap and Court of Honour in a floral design of four bunches of roses, brown back type C. ‘POST CARD.’ with stop measures 55 mm. Dotted stamp box with ‘Printed in England.’ The imprint on the left side in two lines reads, ‘A. & G. Taylor’s Reality Series, 70, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. Genuine Silver Print Photograph. (Copyright).’ 
Z. 1968.	Souvenir Franco-British Exhibition 1908. L’Entente Cordiale. Inverted back.

Series 2. Hand tinted sepia R/Photo showing clasped hands in a heart shaped frame with a floral surround, brown back type B. ‘POST CARD.’ with stop measures 55 mm. The dotted stamp box has ‘Inland ½d. Stamp Foreign 1d.’ and in the imprint the spelling of ‘Victoria Street,’ is in full. 
Z 2019		L’Entente Cordiale Franco British Exhibition London 1908.   Vert left.

Series 3. Sepia R/Photo showing clasped hands in a heart shaped frame with a floral surround, brown back type B. 
Z 2019		L’Entente Cordiale Franco British Exhibition London 1908.   Vert left.

Series 4. Hand tinted sepia R/Photo showing a view above crossed French and British flags in a floral design which like the view is different for each number. Brown back type A. ‘POST CARD’ without stop measures 60-61 mm. The line stamp box has ‘Inland ½d. Stamp Foreign 1d.’ The imprint on the left side in two lines reads, ‘A. & G. Taylor’s Reality Series, 70, Queen Victoria St. London, E.C. Genuine Silver Print Photograph. (Copyright).’ 
Z. 2025.	Franco British Souvenir London 1908 L’Entente Cordiale. Houses of 				Parliament.   Vert right.

Series 5. Sepia R/Photo showing a view above crossed French and British flags in a floral design which like the view is different for each number. Brown back type A.
Z. 2023.	Franco British Souvenir London 1908 L’Entente Cordiale. London Bridge.
			Vert left.
Z. 2025.	Franco British Souvenir London 1908 L’Entente Cordiale. Houses of 				Parliament.   Vert left.
Z. 2029.	Franco British Souvenir London 1908 L’Entente Cordiale. The Tower of 				London.   Vert right.

Series 6. Sepia Real Photo, the title is split with ‘The Franco-British Exhibition.’ on the left and the title on the right. As there are variations in the settings of the titles, the measurement of the gap between the two parts are given. Even where the gap measures the same the position of the number which is printed underneath the title can vary. Brown back type A. One card is without a second part to the title, Z. 2221, it shows the entrance to the Senegal Village and in this instant the measurement is between ‘Exhibition’ and ‘Z. 2221’.
Z. 2215		The Franco-British Exhibition. Palace of Music.
			A.	Gap measures 54 mm.
			B.	Gap measures 57 mm.
			C.	Gap measures 60 mm.
Z. 2216		The Franco-British Exhibition. Palace of French Applied Arts.
			A.	Gap measures 38 mm.
			B.	Gap measures 39 mm.
Z. 2217		The Franco-British Exhibition. Palace of Women’s Work.
			A.	Gap measures 45 mm.
			B.	Gap measures 49 mm.
Z. 2218		The Franco-British Exhibition. Palace of British Applied Arts.
			A.	Gap measures 37 mm.
			B.	Gap measures 39 mm.
			C.	Gap measures 40 mm.
Z. 2219		The Franco-British Exhibition. Court of Honour & Lake.
			A.	Gap measures 45 mm.
			B.	Gap measures 48 mm.
Z. 2220		The Franco-British Exhibition. Elite Gardens & Royal Pavilion.
			A.	Gap measures 34 mm.
			B.	Gap measures 36 mm.
			C.	Gap measures 39 mm.
Z. 2221		The Franco-British Exhibition. (Entrance to Senegal Village)
Z. 2222		The Franco-British Exhibition. Court of Honour & Indian Court by Night.
			A.	Gap measures 22 mm.
			B.	Gap measures 24 mm.
Z. 2223		The Franco-British Exhibition. Palace of British Applied Arts.
			A.	Gap measures 35 mm.
			B.	Gap measures 48 mm.
Z. 2224		The Franco-British Exhibition. The Flip-Flap.
			A.	Gap measures 64 mm.
Z. 2225		The Franco-British Exhibition. Court of Honour.
			A.	Gap measures 54 mm.
			B.	Gap measures 55 mm.
			C.	Gap measures 57 mm.
Z. 2226		The Franco-British Exhibition. Australian Pavilion.
			A.	Gap measures 55 mm.

Series 7. Sepia Real Photo, the title is split with ‘The Franco-British Exhibition.’ on the left and the title on the right. Brown back type C. As there are variations in the settings of the titles, the measurement of the gap between the two parts are given.
Z. 2215		The Franco-British Exhibition. Palace of Music.
			A.	Gap measures 56 mm.
Z. 2216		The Franco-British Exhibition. Palace of French Applied Arts.
			A.	Gap measures 38 mm.
Z. 2217		The Franco-British Exhibition. Palace of Women’s Work.
			A.	Gap measures 48 mm.
Z. 2218		The Franco-British Exhibition. Palace of British Applied Arts.
			A.	Gap measures 36 mm.
Z. 2219		The Franco-British Exhibition. Court of Honour & Lake.
			A.	Gap measures 45 mm.
Z. 2220		The Franco-British Exhibition. Elite Gardens & Royal Pavilion.
			A.	Gap measures 38 mm.
Z. 2221		The Franco-British Exhibition. (Entrance to Senegal Village)

Series 8. Sepia Real Photo, Brown back type D. This is the same as type C except that ‘POST CARD.’ with stop is again reduced and now measures only 53 mm.
Z. 2218		The Franco-British Exhibition. Palace of British Applied Arts.
			A.	Gap measures 38 mm.
Z. 2226		The Franco-British Exhibition. Australian Pavilion.
			A.	Gap measures 53 mm.

Series 9. Sepia Real Photo plate sunk with large white border, Brown back type C.
Z 2234		The Franco-British Exhibition. “The Flip-Flap” and Band Stand.

Series 10. Hand tinted sepia R/Photo showing seven views, Palace of Women’s Work, Palace of British Applied Arts, Court of Honour, Court of Honour & Indian Court by Night, Palace of French Applied Arts, The Flip-Flap and Palace of Music in a floral design. Back type C.
Z. 2240.	L’Entente Cordiale Souvenir Franco British Exhibition 1908.

Series 11. Hand tinted sepia R/Photo showing three views, Court of Honour & Indian Court by Night, Palace of Women’s Work, and Court of Honour in a floral design. Back type C.
Z. 2241.	Souvenir Franco British Exhibition 1908. L’Entente Cordiale. Inverted back.

Series 12. Sepia Real Photo, Brown back type A. These post cards are similar to the L’Entente Cordiale cards and have a view and in a separate frame a man and two women posing in a floral design which is different for each number.
Z. 2274.	We had Plenty of Fun at the Exhibition. Palace of British Applied Arts.
Z. 2275.	Our Time was Well Occupied at the Exhibition. Court of Honour.

Series 13. Coloured plate sunk with large white border, brown back type E. ‘POST CARD.’ with stop measures 60 mm. The line stamp box now has ‘Printed at our works in Saxony.’ and the two line imprint on the left reads ‘A. & G. Taylor’s “Orthochrome” Series of Copyright Pictorial Post Cards. 70 & 75, Queen Victoria St. London E.C. V.O. 12.....’ with a number on the back.
V.O. 1273	Franco-British Exhibition 1908. The Palace of Women’s Work.
V.O. 1274	Franco-British Exhibition 1908. The Palace of French Applied Arts.
V.O. 1275	Franco-British Exhibition 1908. The Palace of British Applied Arts.
V.O. 1276	Franco-British Exhibition 1908. The Flip-Flap and Band Stand.
V.O. 1277	Franco-British Exhibition 1908. The Court of Honour and Indian Court by 				Night.
V.O. 1278	Franco-British Exhibition 1908. The Court of Honour and Lake.

Series 14. Coloured comic post card, red-brown back type F. ‘POST CARD.’ with stop measures 60 mm. The line stamp box has ‘Affix Stamp’ and the three line imprint on the left reads ‘A. & G. Taylor’s “Orthochrome” Series Copyright Z O 29..... 9, Long Lane, Aldersgate St., London, E.C. Printed in Saxony.’ with a number on the back. These cards were published for the Japan-British Exhibition.
Z O 2967	At the Exhibition “By the Sword of my Fathers, that Chap is Asking for 				Trouble!!”
Z O 2968	At the Exhibition Uncle Podger (Nervously) “Hi! Easy Over The Stones Young 			Feller!!”
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Strictly speaking, we suppose, the Exhibition is not a Government enterprise at all. The
Government of these Provinces has lent money and has lent the equally indispensable services of its
officers, without either of which an undertaking on this scale would have been altogether out of the
question in India: but it does not seem to have put itself technically under any responsibility.

Thousands of the professional classes are looking forward eagerly to the coming Christmas
holidays which will give them an opportunity of running into Allahabad; and when the holiday public have
had their fill of sight-seeing it will be the turn of the country folk who stream in annually by the hundred
thousand for the bathing fair in January, and will now find all the attractions of the Exhibition ready for
them within a stone's throw of the sacred waters’ meet. ...." -

In another article, a reporter described his tours of the Exhibition:

“Given a Jumna river-bank, it is no child's task to produce thereon, in a few months, a microcosm
of Indian agriculture and forest administration, to summon up here a hall gay with the gorgeous pageantry
of India’s Native States, there a mansion resplendent with every precious Eastern gem, there a palace laden
with the best that India's masters of idea and technique in Art can give to please the sense by form, design
and colour. By the sacred river, even objects so familiar to English townsmens' eyes as a Scenic Railway, a
water chute. and a hall of distorting mirrors are not to be commanded for the asking, while the feeding of
countless multitudes is more problematic than where every other street displays a caterer's sign, and
supply is always promptly equal to any abnormal demand. ...

and ended: _ REIS o
" The spirit of Happy Friendship ... its home is the United Provinces Exhibition, and in the little temple at
its further end. if East be last and West be West. the twain at length have met.”

S AVIATION CEE L

It had been agreed quite carly in the planning stage that an aviation meeting should be held as part of
the Exhibition. largely with the aim of educating people to this new development i transport. In 1910,
Captain Walter George Windham. R N (later to be Commander Sir Walter Windham), was nvited to bring
some acroplancs from England to takc part in the Allahabad cvents. Windham had joined the Indian Marine
i 1884, had been a King's Mcssenger, and was also mvolved i motoring. He became verv interested in
flving and was soon one of thc most influcntial pioneers of aviation. He founded "The Aeroplanc Club" in
1908. and n October 1909 had taken part in what was (arguably) the first aviation mecting in Bntain at
Doncaster. He also appeared at Bournemouth's meeting in 1910.

Windham was, therefore, a natural choice to organise aviation at the Exhibition, and he accepted the
invitation of the organisers. Giving up his motor business. he booked a passage to India for latc 1910. He
arranged to take six aeroplanes with him, and two flyers. Henri Péquet and Edward Keith Davies, together
with two mechanics, (Billon [French] and Haftkin [English]| ). -

e THE FLYING GROUND

In November 1909, Kenneth L. Laurie, who was District Engineer at Allahabad, had started helping
the Exhibition Committee by planning the special railway conncction to the site. It so happened that he was
the only man around who had actually seen an acroplanc fly, for he had been at Britain's other “first” aviation
mecting at Blackpool on 20th October 1909. Sir John Hewett lost no time in co-opting him on to the
Committee itself, making him responsible for the provision of a suitable aviation ground

Laurie found that the only possible spot for this was the new Polo Ground, between the Fort. and the
main Exhibition ground, and he had this cleared of trees and telegraph lines, and erected a high fence round it
to keep out the crowds. The Elgin Mills of Cawnpore constructed a tent-hangar capable of holding five
acroplanes on the old floors of the dismantled Commissariat godown.

THE AEROPLANES, THE AVIATORS, AND THE FLIGHTS

a) THE AEROPLANES - G
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Captain Windham had shipped the acroplanes to Bombay in large crates, and they were then sent on
by rail in special trucks to Allahabad.

FIRST *“AERIAL POST," ALUAHABAD, FEBRUARY 18, 1911

RS

Onc of the special large size flown post card signed by Henri Péquet the pilot on the first day
The card measures 160 mm x 128 mm

There were two biplancs and four monoplancs. all of which had been made under licence by the
Coventrv-based motor firm of Humber The biplanes were similar to French Sommer planes. One of these
was fitted with the hght 4-cvlinder rotary 50 h.p. Gnome engine, and the other with a Humber 4-cylinder 50
hp water-cooled engine. Both biplanes gave splendid exhibition flights. The monoplancs were based on
French Blériot designs and had 3-cylinder 30 h.p. air-cooled engines. Unfortunately the monoplancs were not
a success at Allahabad. Somewhat underpowered. they would not rise more than 20 or 30 feet, and matters
were not improved by air pockets caused by the varying temperatures over the ground due to the flow of the
two big nvers there

There were also problems with punctures of the acroplane tyres caused by large thorns which
appeared on the flying ground and made it necessary to repair tyres after almost every landing. Windham said
that these thorns were so hard and sharp that they were used by troops as needles for their gramophones!

The acroplanes were put on view in the "sheds” to the south of the grandstand, admission charge
being one rupee. Anyone so taken with flying as to wish to buy an acroplanc could order one there at a cost of
£1.000 a biplanc. or £500 a monoplanc

b) THE AVIATORS

I'wo awviators were sclected by Humber to represent the firm at Allahabad, Henn Péquet and
E.K Davies

Henri Péquet, bom | February 1888, started lus studics in flying at the Ecole de Chalons,
Mourmelon, and then became a pupil at the Voisin School in 1908. The next year he flew at Hamburg,
where after succeeding in circling figures of eight, his planc caught fire and he had to glide down for two
miles. Fortunately, he landed safcly with merely an injured rib. After flying in Buenos Aires, and assisting
Jean Bielovucic on the first flight from Paris to Bordeaux, he then joined Humber. His accomplishments at
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Brooklands won him further repute. Péquet had been awarded his French pilot's licence (no.88) on 10th June
1910.

Edward Keith Davies started his flying career with Claude Grahame-White early in 1910, and
assisted with the famous London to Manchester flight. He then carried out experimental work on monoplanes
with the Humber company and on 5th October 1910 won a prize for duration flying at Brooklands. This was
rapidly followed by his gaining his British pilot's certificate on 11th October (certificate no. 22), after tuition
at the Hanriot Flying School at Brooklands. Davies was the school's first pupil.

A reporter from " The Pioneer Mail and Indian Weekly News" made a special visit to the aviation
ground (issue of 13th January 1911), and had a lengthy and diverting talk with both Péquet and Davies. He
found them to be very friendly and his reception by Péquet was "with airy hilarity". He went so far as to add
“If all its familiars are as affable and as tolerant as Messrs. Péquet and Davies, the upper air would
undoubtedly seem to be the element devised by Nature for social intercourse, in every sense of the phrase,
on the highest plane."”

POST CARD.

o -
g lecen A . Y

Onc anna postage addressed to Cardiff with special exhibition postmark and Allahabad date stamp.

¢) THE FLIGHTS

The flvers were contracted to fly 30 hours cach in the threc months of the Exhibition, spending the
time on daily flights, normally starting at 4 pm = Keith Davics was the first person to fly an aeroplanc n
India. he assembled one of the monoplancs and made a flight of 200 yards on 25th November 1910. Three
davs later Péquet followed by flying for about ten minutes at a height of 300 fect.

Kenneth Laurie was made responsible for deciding whether flying should be attempted each day. He
checked the wind with an anemometer on the Fort walls, and if it was under 10 m.p.h., he hoisted the flag for
flying to proceed at 4 p.m.; when flying was over for the day. a red flag was hoisted. If flying was not to take
place, black flags were raised in the city at Kotah Parcha bridge arch at the tersection of Canning and City
Roads, and on the Mayo Hall.

By January 1911, large crowds gathered each day to watch the flying, and many visitors took the
opportunity to examine the acroplanes at close quarters. The average flight was about two miles. Apart from
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the contracted demonstration flights, pilots were prepared to take up passengers. Captain Windham was the
first person to fly in India as a passenger, and was followed by the Maharajah of Kishangargh.

N .lrl

A = THE CITY OF ALLAHABAD
B = THE EXHIBITION SITE

C = THE AVIATION GROUND/
POLO GROUND

D = NAINLJAIL

E = NAINI RAILWAY
STATION

THE MAIL FLIGHT OF 18th FEBRUARY 1911
(Y

The route flown
THE AIRMAIL

The idea for an air mail arose in quite an informal way. The Rev. W.E.S. Holland, who was
Chaplain of the Holy Trinity Church m Allahabad, was also Warden of a hostel for Indian students. He asked
Captain Windham if he could help to raisc funds for the ncw hostel which was then being built. It occurred to
Windham (ever ready to boost the cause of aviation) that this could be done by arranging an acrial post. It
was also said that another purpose of such a flight would be to demonstrate the possibilities of an acrial
service for a beleaguered town. Windham approached the Postmaster-General of the United Provinces, Mr.
Geoffrey Rothe Clarke, and he (with the approval of the Dircctor-Genceral of the Post Office in India) soon
gave permission. Arrangements went ahcad rapidly. Windham. although he was as he rcadily admits in his
memoirs a quite unofficial person, appointed the Chaplain as postmaster of the mail.

People wishing to have items flown were asked to send them addressed and stamped at the
appropriate postage rate, to the Chaplain of the Holy Trinity Church beforc 16th February 1911, The Post
Office would not. of course, sanction a charge over and above the normal postage rate. but a nominal sum of
six annas (or sixpence) was asked for as a donation to the new church hostel buildings. If stamps were sent.
cight annas was requested. Only letters or cards under onc ounce in weight were accepted. Special rates werc
available for those wishing to send large consignments of mail, such as clubs and regiments. :

A special postmark was also authorised. Windham drew an outlinc representing a biplane in flight
over the mountains of Asia. The dic for this was cast at the postal workshops at Aligarh, and the
Postmaster-General announced that this “will be destroyed on the day following the carriage of the first
aerial mail. This will ensure the unique character and value of the stamps, and those who take advaniage
of the present opportunity will secure a monopoly of the stamps thus marked.” (12th February 1911 1ssue
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“The feature of the Exhibition has perhaps been the success of the aviation programme. The
aeroplane was new to India before Mr. H. (sic) Davies made the first flight in this country, but since then
the frequent very fine flights of M. Péquet have shown to all ranks and grades the wonders of the flying
machine. M. Péquet was throughout a prominent figure and he has earned the distinction of having made
the longest flight in India and of being the first aviator in the world to carry the aerial post." (Issue of 10th
March 1911).

The Holy Trinity Church at Allahabad proposed to call the new hostel "The Windham Hostel" but
Captain Windham thought that the name "The Oxford and Cambridge Hostel" would be better, and this was
duly adopted.

By 10th March, letters flown on the pioneer mail had reached England, and "The Times" explained

on 13th March under the heading “An Indian Aerial Post” the reason for the special postmark .
_ Captain Windham was not to let the grass grow under his feet as far as aviation was concerned. He
took the monoplanes on to Bombay where they were flown successfully at the Oval. Keith Dawvies flew there
from onc end of the Oval to the other amid great acclaim, and as a novelty, flights were also made in
darkness. the ground being lit up with lamps. As Henri Péquet had been injured. Captain Dawes of the
Berkshire Regiment, who was a qualified pilot and had helped Kenncth Lauric with aviation advice at
Allahabad, took his place. Windham then returned home to use his expericnee in [ndia to promote the 1dea of
special mail flights linked to the coronation of King George V. Knowing the apathy and bureaucracy of
government departments towards innovation, he went to discuss the idea with Sir Herbert Samuel, the
Postmaster-General. Samuel was sympathetic, and anxious to help. but pointed out that it would not be
possiblc to agree to any special postal charges for such air-bome letters. Windham hit on the idea of offering
for salc specially printed air-mail envelopes and cards, not in post offices but in big shops and stores - and
thus the arrangements for the well-known Hendon to Windsor (and return) flights for the Coronation Aerial
Post of Scptember 1911 went ahead. He retired from naval dutics on 3rd July 1920. was knighted in 1923,
and made a Freeman of the City of London in 1933, Windham. who had been born in 1868, died on Sth July
142 after a varied life in umes of great change.

Piquet continued in aviation; he became a test pilot and in 1934 was the chief pilot at the
Acro-Club of Vichy. He remained a lifelong friend of Gabricl Voisin at whose aviation school he had learnt to
flv n 1908 He died in March 1974 at the age of 86

The western part of the Exhibition site at Allahabad became a public park. orignally called Minto
Park. but now Madan Mohan Malaviya Park. Still there is the Proclamation Pillar commemorating the
Proclamation of 1838 when authority was transferred  from the East India Company to the British Crown.
The foundation stonc had been laid in 1910 shortly before the Exhibition had opened.

COLLECTABLE ITEMS

All items flown on Saturday 18th February 1911 bear the special postmark. the colour of which is
generally magenta. but black on privileged mail despatched by or on behalf of officials.

The number of items flown on the day was between 5.000 and 6.500, the total weight being 200 to -
300 pounds.
l Pride of place must go to the forty or fifty large-size postcards, signed by the pilot Henn Péquet. The
black and white printed photograph shows the Humber biplane with Péquet at the controls. The sizc of this is
141 x 92 mm The cutting of the cards was not consistent but is in the region of 160 x 120 mm. They are
rarely found in fine condition. There is said to be a variant of the heading above the photograph: the words on
these are "FIRST 'AERIAL POST', FEBRUARY 18.'11".
2 Other cards. cmbossed with quarter-anna stamps. were also signed by Pquet. on the message side.
Size 121 x 74 mm.
3. Unaddressed covers with impressed stamps also exist. These were presented  to Exhibition
cmplovees.
4. Mail was also registered for the flight. Although theré were two post offices in the Exhibition area,
(the main one in the site itself. and the other [for the camps] in the Exhibition road), the majority of registered
items merely carry the cachet "R/ALLAHBAD" stamped in black. This may well include mail registered at
the Exhibition Post Office. Some items were registered at the Exhibition Camp Post Office, and these bear
the registration cachet (in black) "R/ U.P.EXHIBITION CAMP/ALLAHABAD". A total of 931 pieces was

registered for the flight.
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5. Ordinary mail, already addressed and stamped at the appropriate rates. ) ) o
6. Pictorial postcards of the Exhibition and organising officials. : w3

e

" SOURCES: L ‘ -
: Ve .

I. BALDWIN, N.C. - "The World's First Official Aeroplane Mail Flight" (a monograph from "The
Aero Field", Sutton Coldfield, n.d.).

2. BRITISH LIBRARY (Oriental and India Office Collections) - including "United Provinces
Exhibition, Official Handbook", and General Administration papers for the United
Provinces.

3. BRITISH NEWSPAPER LIBRARY - various issues of "The Pioneer Mail and Indian
Weekly News".

4 HOLMES, Donald B. - "Air Mail, an illustrated history 1793-1981" (a hardback book published by

Clarkson N. Potter, New York, 1981).

5. ROYAL AERONAUTICAL SOCIETY LIBRARY -

a) "Account of Aeronautical Exhibition, Allahabad 1910", manuscript by Lt. Col.
Kenneth L Laurie, 15th June 1932;
b) “Aviation Programme - United Provinces Exhibition, Allahabad 1910-1911";

¢) "Les 100 Premiers Aviateurs Brevetés au Monde et la Naissance dc I'Aviation” -
E. J. Lassallc (a booklet published by Nauticaero, Paris. n.d.).
6. SEN. Alka - "Glimpses into Indian Aviation History, 1910-1997" (a hardback book
published byIndian Aviation News Service Pvt. Ltd., Bombay and London, 1998).
7 WINDHAM. Comdr. Sir Walter - "Waves, Wheels, Wings" (a hardback book published by
: Hutchinson, |1942]).

A reminder to those who have not paid their subscriptions yet. Send it in
and wish our Treasurer a Happy Christmas and Prosperous New Year at
the same time. This will save you one lot of postage. Don’t Forget, do it now.

The British Empire Exhibition, Wembley
A Diary of Royal Visits and other Notable Events in 1924,
Part 1. by
Alan Sabey
3.8 o
Wednesday 23rd April. '

King George V and Queen Mary driven to Wembley via Datchet, Colnbrook, Longford, Bath
Road. Great West Road to Heston Village, Norwood Green (South Side) past the Church to Windmill
Lanc Hanwell, The Broadway Ealing, Hanger Lane. Alperton and via Eagle Road, Swinderby Road,
Ranclagh Road, Harrow Road, Wembley Green and Wembley Hill Road to the South West Entrance of
thc Wembley Exhibition. From Eagle Road Wembley the procession consisted of four carriages.

The opening cercmony on St. Georges Dav Wednesday 23 April from 10.30 to 12.15 was
broadcast. this was the first time the king had broadcast. The King also sent a telegram [ have this
moment opened the British Empire Exhibition George R. . This was transmitted via Penzance, Tayal,
Halifax, Montrcal, Vancouver, Banifield, Fanning, Suva. Aukland, Sydncy, Adclaide, Perth, Cocos,
Rodrigucz. Durban, Capc Town, St. Helena, Ascension, St. Vincent, Madeira and back to London. The
message took | minute 20 scconds to go round the world and the telegram was handed to the King at
the Stadium by messenger boy Henry Ernest Annals. Another telegram was sent from Sydney via
Singapore, Madras, Bombay, Aden, Suez, Alexandria, Malta and Gibraltar. : »

100,000 people were 1n the Stadium to hear the King’s opening speach. The buildings were lit
up by 3,000,000 hight bulbs and flood lighting.

Opening Day programme of Events.

9.00 Exhibition opens.
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10.30 Ticket holders in their seats. Musical programme by massed bands of the ¢
Brigade of Guards and Pipers. Sir Edward Elgar’s choir of 10,000 voices.

11.15 Prince of Wales arrives. .

11.30 Arrival of the King and Quee'n who drive round the Stadium. o ;

11.35 Prince of Wales reads the address of welcome. i
11.45 King declares the exhibition open.

12.00 Fanfare of mounted trumpeters of the Household Cavalry.

12.15 Bouquet presented to Queen Mary.

The Prince of Wales speech contained the words “You see before y6u™a complete and vivid
representation of all your Empire”. The king was presented with a goldcasket, the world resting on the
backs of four lions, the work of the Goldsmiths and Silversmiths Company.

The King said later “The impressive setting of the stadium, the appearance of the Guards of
Honour, the musical programme rendered by the bands of the Brigade of Guards, and the splendid
singing of the massed choirs will be long remembered by those who were there at the opening

ceremony”.

Saturday 26 April. ' S8 AE

Cup Final at Wembley. Aston Villa 0- Newcastle United 2, goals scorcd by Harris and
Sevmour.

Friday 2 May.

On the warm spring day there was a surprise all day visit to Wembley of King George and
Qucen Mary along with the Duke and Duchess of York and Prince Axel of Denmark. The party was
conducted round by Sir Travers Clarke and Sir Lawrence Weaver. The party walked to the Palaces of
Industrv and then to the Palace of Engineering where thev spent one and a half hours. The King taking
an intcrest in four or five great locomotives (He had recently been to Swindon). The Royal ladies
showed an interest in the clectrical exhibits, the Queen discussing the cooking apparatus with the
Duchess of York. The party visited the stands of Walkers Shipyard and Vickers Ltd where they saw a
16 inch naval gun the largest in the world, and some anti-aircraft picees.

On Chadburms Ship Telegraph Co. stand the King and Duke of York examined a shell scarred
tclegraph, a rclic from the destrover Odessy, the Queen expressed  curiosity at a battered deck place on
the ground nearby and was informed that it came from H.M.S. Chester and was the precise spot where
Jack Cornwell stood and died thus winning the V.C. The Queen was deeply moved. In a tank at the
Sicbe Gorman & Co. stand the King was saluted through the glass by a diver. At the W. & T Avery
(Scale Makers) stand the King was weighed on an automatic scalcs at 10 st 13 ibs, the Prince of
Denmark weighing 14 st which caused much amusement among the royal party.

In the Palace of Industry they toured the Ulster Section before lunch and admired the Ulster
Fabrics. They were fascinated by the bread, biscuit and chocolate making machines. After lunch at
Lucillus Restaurant the tour was resumed and visited the Gas exhibit, the tablcau “Scven Ages of
Women™ where the King and Qucen chatted to the models and congratulated the lady who had the
courage to play “Middle Age”. The Duke of York was interested in cutting metal by gas jets and
production of alumimium ware.

In the Palace of Arts the Queen saw the Dolls House bearing her name.

S S

Monday § May.
There was a fire in a kiosk in the Amusement Park near the Entrance to the Never Stop

Railway Cafe. The firc caused by a fusc box fault was dealt with by the Exhibition Fire Brigade. the

kiosk was burnt out.
S8

Tuesday 6 May. ek B

Silver Jubilee celebration dinner of the Junior Philatelic Society at the Criterion Restaurant
where among other things, the merits of thc Wembley stamps were discussed by Mr Scymour Bennett
who said that the lion was a mastiff. -

Thursday 8 May. , . N
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Ramsey McDonald Opened the Press Club at Wembley, a spacious building for the use of
joumnalists.

Friday 9 May

Sir John Bowen Jones (84 years old) who was in attendance to Queen Victoria at the opening
of the Great Exhibition in 1851 visited Wembley and described it as an “Empire City” and said the
word “Exhibition” was not adequate.
Wednesday 14 May. ‘

In the morning there was a visit by the King George and Queen Mary and the King and Queen
of Roumania to the Burma Pavilion and in the Indian Pavilion were presented with Garlands. They
went for a ride in a Railodok Car. In the evening Pains Fireworks displays started.

Saturday 17 May. .
Free places for 100,000 people at the full dress rehearsal for the Empire Day performan

Monday 19 May.

Sultan of Perak and his attendants visited the Malay Pavilion. md

ol §n S
Tuesday 20 May. ' !

The King, Queen and the Prince of Wales made an unofficial visit to the exhibition in the
afternoon arriving just before 2.30 p.m. They went to the Palacc of Industry and were not noticed by
manv at first. The Prince of Wales chatted to stallholders, Queen Mary showed an interest in pottery.

They next went to the Palace of Arts where the Queen purchased a green vase, and on to the
newly opened Period Rooms, she remarked that the furniture in the 1815 room was suitable for a palace
but not an ordinary home. Then to the Australian Pavilion where the Queen was presented with a bottle
of Boroma scent by the wife of the Agent General for Western Australia. They saw the Southern Cross
pcarl worth £10.000 (1n 1924 values) The Prince of Wales showed an interest in the Australian
exhibits. A Samoan Princess. Mrs Reid, presented the Quecn with a mat that had taken five vears to
make.

In the Malay Section threc Malavans in picturcsque costume camc forward with travs
containing costly fabric and a silver gong as gifts for the Royal Visitors. They left about 5.30 p.m.

Saturday 24 May.
The show for Empire Day started at 3.15 p.m. with Troopmg the Colours and March Past. The

salutc was taken by H R _H. the Duke of Connaught. There was a band of 1,000 men in the Stadium. a

choir of 2,000 voices including 1,000 scouts. Every unit of the British Army was represented.

Saturday was also the start of Empirc Week at Wembley with concerts by Military Massed Bands in

the Stadium from 3.00 p.m. to 8.30 p.m.

Sunday 25 May. o
Empire Thanksgiving Service attended by King George and Queen Mary. Massed Choir of

3.000 voices conducted by Sir Walford Davies in the rain. Scats at 2/-, 3/- and 5/- with procceds

devoted to the cost of the Service.

Monday 26 May. ETIEY

The Daily Graphic reported “A pageant of peoples such as the world may never sec again™
Fiftcen mules of flower lined streets.

R STHE
Wednesday 28 May.

King George and Queen Mary and the King and Queen of Italy visited the exhibition and spent
four hours there. The King now on his fifth visit acted as guide and was excited at finding anything
new. Went to British Government Pavilion before lunch. Schedule of visit abandoned, and did a
complete tour of Canada and two annexes. Butter statue of the Prince of Wales viewed from all angles,
Queen Mary found it amusing. The public were excluded while the Royal Party was there.
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Visited Bermuda and West African Walled Town and were conducted round several sections
and spoke to natives. They were also conducted round the eight courts of East Africa and saw the
largest pair of tusks in the world and a mounted head of an African elephant. In the Malta Pavilion the
two queens were presented with bouquets of roses and in the Palestine Pavilion they were presented
with lace d’oyleys. In the South African Pavilion they saw diamond washing and collections of animals.

The Royal visitors took lunch in the British Government Pavilion and later saw the Post Office
Exhibit and telegraph equipment. The Staff sent a message of greeting across the room and the souvenir
telegram was taken home by the King and Queen. Concluded with a visit to the British Army Exhibit
and the Zeebrugge spectacle in the Marine theatre. They were cheered by the crowds in the Amusement
Park as they drove away.

Thursday 29 May.
Newspapers nvited people to spend Whitsun at Wembley, admission 1/6, children 9d open
10.00 a.m. to 11.00 p.m. 50 acres of Amusement Park, with Bristol Pageant including Qucen Elizabeth

in the Stadium.

Friday 30 May.

The Queen and Prince George visited the exhibition and spent all day there. An ostrich feather
was presented to the Queen. Thev rode with other passengers on the Scenic Railway and the Queen said
“it was one of the most exciting rides [ have ever had in my life”. It was said the Queen spent between
£300 and £400 in the various pavilions on jewels, tea sets, furniture and other souvenirs. Visited
Tutankamens tomb. and Palace of Ncptune which contained unusual fish. Rode on the Railodok car,
and at on¢ point a man rushed forward and offered the Queen a white carnation from his buttonhole and
shook her by the hand exclaiming “God bless your Majesty”.

Saturday 31 May.
169.000 visitors at the exhibition. and the 100.000th visitor to the coal mine recorded tn the

afternoon..

Monday 2 June.
Start of Bristol Week in the Civic Hall which lasted for ten days.

Tuesday 10 June.
Dukc and Duchess of York visited Wembley, they first went to the Stadium for the Bristol

Pagcant then saw a demonstration of tweed making in Scottish Highlands given in No. | Conference
Hall. The Duchess of York also inspected jumpers in the Highland Home Industrics section.

Saturday 14 - Saturday 28 June. '

First International Rodco held in the Stadium when the proceeds of the first days contests were
donated to British Hospitals. On the opening day a regrettablc incidence occurred. a black stcer broke
its forcleg and had to be shot. There was much booing and shouting from the audience. Mr Charles B.
Cochran issued a statement that although most of the audicnce had enjoyed steer roping, some had
showed their displcasurc In future that part of the contest would be conducted without an audicnce.
The R.S.P.C.A. tried to have it banned completely. 80 cowbovs had travelied 5,000 miles to take part
in the rodeo. There were two shows a dav at 2.30 and 8.00. During the same period the Civic Hall was
uscd by Derby. for their Civic Weeks Extubit.

Monday 16 June.
The League of Nations Union met at 12 00 and 3.00 in Hall 4 and gave a cinema show at 3.00

in Hall 2. The National Council of Women met in Hall 3 at 2.30. These two bodies used the Conference
Halls for the rest of the week up to Friday. While all this was going on “The Air Defence of London”
could be seen at the Admiralty Theatre in the British Government Pavilion.

Tuesday 17 June.
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The opening of Derby Civic Weeks by the Duke of Devonshire took place in the Civic Hall.
The Rodeo was in the news again when a cowboy broke his right arm when he was thrown while bare
back bronco riding and an Epsom stable lad was severely bruised in the amateur section.

Five summonses were granted by Wealdstone Magistrates against C. B. Cochran (promoter)
Tex Austin (manager) and the cowboy who roped the steer who broke its leg on the opening day of the
rodeo. The RS P.C A claimed that much suffering had been caused to the steer. The Hearing was set
for 24 June but was adjourned to the 30 June at Hendon after much discussion about how the rodeo
was conducted and the state of the arena.

In answer to a question in the House Arthur Henderson the Home Secretary stated he had no
power to stop steer roping. After a conference between Cochran, Austin and their legal advisers they
agreed to suspend steer roping until after the hearing. This step was taken further by the exhibition
authorities on 20 Junc when they banning steer roping.

On 7 July the summonses were dismissed after the bench retired for half an hour voting 6-5. On
hearing the verdict the cowboys in the corridor threw their wide brimmed hats in a circle on the floor
and danced round them, until the police cleared them from the Court building.

Wednesday 18 June.

Bad news at the rodeo again. At a steer roping contest held in private a stcer fcll on Its head
and broke its neck. It died instantly. Several riders were injured in the 2.30 performance, Jim Piggott
from Wantage kicked in the temple, Harry Braithwaite London was bruisced, Bill Clarke Washington
thrown and strained right ankle. Ralph Smith Montana mouth torn in barc back riding and Roland
Haves Alberta kicked in the head

An interim injunction was issucd against Mrs Gertrude Baillic Weaver of Wimbledon from
publishing information . said to be defamatory about the rodeo.

In Hall No 3 at 3 00 was a meeting of the Eugenics Education Socn,t\

Thursday 19 June.

Another steer killed. It fell after being roped and broke its neck. A cowboy clown niding a steer
in the evening performance fefl and injured tus left leg. On Friday there was also an unofficial visit by
Princess Beatrice, she arnved at 11 30 and toured Indian section. Qucstions were asked tn parliament
regarding the sale of British Empire Exhibition stamps. The Mectropolitan Process Confercnce took
place at 2 .30 in Hall No. 3.

Friday 20 June. . : <

There was a cinema performance 1n Hall No. 3 at 8.30 organiscd by the Alliance of Honour.

The British Guiana film was shown again at 7.30 in Hall No. 3. whilc in thc morning at 10.30 there
was a meeting of the British Misstonary Socicty.

WY el T
Saturday 21 June.

Excursion of 5.500 cmplovu,s of Boots Ltd of Nottingham to the exhibition by rail. The trains
were decorated with “BOOTS” in capital letters on the front of the engines. o
Monday 23 June. -

To cclebrate the birthday of the Prince of Wales (President) the Fellowship of the British
Empirc arranged for the entertainment of 100 war wounded soldicrs at Wembley. They attended the
Rodco and toured the grounds and lake They finished with an afternoon tea at which gifts of fruit,
chocolatc and cigarettes were given out. At 10.30 and 3.00 in No. 3 Conference Hall meetings of the
Institute of Automobile Engincers were held

P - Cee TR 4 7
Tuesday 24 June. ‘ S

The King and Queen of Denmark who were in London on a private visit made an unofficial
visit to the exhibition arriving at the S. W Entrance at 11.30. They saw the Palace of Industry, Quecn’s
Dolls House, New Zealand and Malaya. They later entered the Civic Hall and were conducted round by
the Mayor of Derby before going onto Austrahia.
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In the afternoon they visited the British Government Pavilion and saw a performance of the

Attack on Zeebrugge in the Admuralty Theatre.

There was a fire in a stall in the Palace of Engineering which was soon put out with little
damage.
Wednesday 25 June. ’

Charity Organisation Society met at 10.30 and 2.30 in No. 2 Conference Hall. In No. 4 Hall
the British Confederation of Arts met at 2.30 and 7.30.
Thursday 26 June. ’

Charity Organisation Society held their second series of mectings at 10.30 and 2.30 in No. 2
Conference Hall. At three o’clock in No. 3 Hall the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds had a
meeting. .

Vi s A4 B L1y O
Friday 27 June.

The King and Queen of Denmark made a second visit to the exhibition and made an extensive
tour. They returned to Denmark on the next day.

British Drama League had thrcc mectings in No. 2 Hall at 10.30, 2.30 and 7.30. While in No.

3 Hall there was two showings of a film about British Guiana at 3.00 and 8.00.

Saturday 28 June.
Handel Day at 6.00 Dr Harris’s Imperial Choir sang. In the concert Hall was hcld the Fesuval

of Movement and Music. In Hall No. 2 at 10 30 in the morning there was a mceting of the Institutc of
Municipal and County Engincers. followed at 2.30 with a meeting of the National Children’s Adoption
Society. The British Missionary Socicty met at 10.30 in Hall No. 3 and i Hall No. 4 the International
Association of Supervising Engincers met at 10.30 and 2.30.

It was reported in the Dailv Telegraph that the Prince of Wales. who had taken so much
interest in the exhibition. had given a sum of moncy to cach of his houschold staft so they could make a
visit to Wemblcey. ,

The Prince wrote from St. James Palace [ commend to vou the great Pageant of Empire which
is being held. this summer of 1924 i the Stadium at Wembley In the exhibition itsclf we have a
splendid picture of the present life and wealth of the Empire and of its immensc possibilities for the
future. In the Pageant we commemorate our history and the high inspiration of thosc who made the
Empire for us. I carncstly hope that it may help to kindle an equally noblc inspiration in the breasts of
thosc who arc to make the Empire of the Future.”

Sir Edward Elgar composcd “The Empire March, 1924" specially for the pageant, also cight
songs. To stage the Pageant cost £33.000.

Monday 30 June. ‘ s
Surprisc visit by the Qucen who arrived at 10.30. In the Palace of Industry she saw the

processes of cotton manufacturing, inspecting some woven brocade and attending the mannequin
parade. Shc then went to the Palace of Engineering where she sac the motoring exhibit which had
previously intcrested the Queen of Roumania. The Queen spent a long time examining the applications
of wircless and made a further visit to the Ulster Pavilion and saw the model of Belfast Harbour. After
Lunch went to Malta, South Africa and St Helena where she was presented with a tea cloth made by
girls from St. Helana. The Queen requested it should remain on display until the exhibition closed

The Queen saw a sheep with its lamb which was born at Wembley this was brought from s
pen for the Queen to admire.

[n the Palace of Industry she visited Lever Bros. stand where she asked a young girl dressed as
“Little Bo-Peep” what she was doing. “Giving away samples” was the reply, “You must give me onc”
said the Qucen and smiled as she accepted a sample, much to the little girls delight. After tea the Queen
went through the grounds in the Royal Railodok car.

The Prince of Wales attended the first World Power Conference in the conference Hall. He had
also visited the post office where just before 3.00 he purchased the 5,000,000 Wembley stamp sold.
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In the evening the Prince of Wales and Duchess of York spent a lively time in the Amusement

¢ Park where at first they were not recognised, when they were there were loud cheers from the crowds.

Went for two rides on the switchback and rides on other amusements as well.
o . [ 1.

Wednesday 2 - Wednesday 16 July.
It was the turn of Hull to have their Civic week exhibition and at the opening luncheon the

Prince of Wales (on his sixth visit to Wembley) gave a suggestion for the exhibition re-opening in 1925,

Friday 4 July.

Princess Beatrice and her daughter the Queen of Spain with her two children visited the
exhibition arriving at 11.00 at the S.W. Entrance in Raglan Gardens. Saw the Conference Hall where
the World Power Conference was in session. They walked through the Palace of Industry and on to
Ceylon where the Queen of Spain examined priceless precious stones. Then to Burma and saw display
of rubies and fed the elephants. Onto India they watched the Tibetan Dancers in the Indian Theatre. In
the afternoon the party attended the rodeo. -

Fh
Thursday 10 July.

Visit by Ras Teferi Makonnen, Regent of Ethiopia who toured part of the grounds and the
Palace of Engineering where he was greatly interested in the King of Egypt’s Train. Saw I[ndian potters
and Hindu workers in gold in the Indian Pavilion. From India they walked to East Africa and saw thc
displays of big game and natives weaving, from there to the Zeebrugge display in the Admiralty
Theatrc. In the Canadian Pavilion he was amused by the model of the Prince of Wales in butter. but
later on leaving the Canadian National Railwayvs Pavilion declared he was overcome by the heat (it was
76°). and left in a Railodok car.
Friday 11 July.

Princess Beatrice and her daughter the Queen of Spain with her two children paid a second visit
to the exhibition arriving just before 1 o'clock. They went straight to the Indian Pavilion where they
examined ornamental work and carvings. The Queen bought an ivory figure of the Goddess of Wealth
and inspected the Madras Lace exhibit. She sat while Indian fabrics were latd before her and later was
presented with an vory paper knife and necklace and with necklaces for her two daughters. Roval
Canadian Mounted Police cscorted them into the Canadian Pavilion where thev spent some time. In the
Canadian National Railwavs Pavilion they signed the visitors book and then went for lunch at the
Lucullus Restaurant

Saturday 12 July. :
Mecndelssohn Day. A concert was given of his works including “Elijah” in the Stadium.

Monday 14 July. A o

Prince of Wales opened the International Advertising Convention in the Confcrence Hall in the
Palacc of Industrics. On the same day “Poster Street’ was opened to the public, this was the avenue
between the Palaces of Art and Industries and had been converted into a display of street advertising
and railway posters. After he had opened the Convention the Prince spent  a total of seven hours
visiting Hull displays, India and the East, also attending a party in the grounds of thc West Indics
Section.

Saturday 19 July. :
Lady Stevenson, wife of the Chairman of the British Empire Exhibition entcrtained the Princess

Helena Victoria, Princess Marie Louise and a number of ladies to lunchcon at the Lucullus Restaurant.
A prelude to Women's Week.. The British Empire Exhibition had now been open three months and the
attendance figure stood at 7,585,345, Individual attractions had the following figures Queen’s Dolls
House (772.621), Palace of Arts (989,634), Zeebrugge (132,121 adults, 62,000 children) and the Coal
Mine(422,728)

Monday 21 July. ' . o .
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Princess Helena Victoria was present at the opening of Women’s week, where cach day ladies
of different Dominions will read a message from the Queen.
Cardiff Week opens in Civic Hall, and it was announced the Pageant ‘of Empire was to be

postponed until Friday 25 July.

o A

Thursday 24 July.
Lady Patricia Ramsay, patroness of Canada Day, was present at a reception in the Canadian
Pavition.

[

Friday 25 July.
‘India” Day in Women's Week, Princess Helena Victoria read that days message from the

Queen. .
Prince Arthur of Connaught was present in the Royal ?h)bx in the Stadium at the opening of the
Pageant of Empire. 15,000 performers and hundreds of animals. The Pageant was divided into three
parts performed separately, Westward Ho ! Eastward Ho ! and Southward Ho !

The person portraying Queen Elizabeth did not have a ticket and was refused admission. Mr
William Lunn M P chairman of the Pagcant Council was also refused for the same reason. this led to
15 minutes argument until a high official arrived and let them both through.

Visit by the Prime Ministcr and members of the cabinet and families who split into five parties
and toured different scctions mecting up at the Government Pavilion.
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Well apart from a lot of rain not a lot has been happening. The convention went off very well
and those attending saw some good displays of exhibition material. Our next convention will be held in
Glasgow where nearly 100 years ago they held the 1901 Glasgow International Exhibition.

There were not all that many post cards published for the exhibition, but what they lacked in
quantity they more than made up for in quality. There were some fine artists work, H. Cassiers and A.
H. Scott both doing some very colourful scenes and they are not too difficult to find either. What is
more difficult is the set of six coloured court size comic cards, possibly published by Annan & Sons.

I have a very nice German post card with an Glasgow exhibition post mark and message “Meet
me under the Dome tomorrow at 3 o’clock and we will go to Princes”. When you look at views of the
exhibition you can see the Scots had a dome 50 years before the 1951 Festival of Britain Dome. The
present disaster proves there is no truth in the old saying ‘Third time lucky’.

There were about a dozen nice advertising cards plus a set by Quaker Oats announcing that
Porridge with Cream is served free at the Quaker stall. Now there’s an idea shall we have porridge for
our annual dinner. All right, so it’s not a very good idea.

[ must say it was very nice at Portsmouth with Fred Peskett organising everything and I will
take this opportunity of thanking him for all the work he did. Stanley Hunter has kindly offered to see to
the Glasgow Convention and I am sure we will have an enjoyable time up there.

I always try to use an exhibition Christmas card as an illustration on the front page at this time
of the year and this one is a 1901 Glasgow International Exhibition card with an embossed view of the
exhibition ground in white.

At the Post Card Show in September I was approached by Derek Popplestone Chairman of the
PTA, and asked if I would take over the whole of the stage area and organise a Festival of Britain
display of postcards, ephemera and collectibles, as the theme for next years show is going to be the
50th Anniversary of the Festival of Britain. I agreed to do this providing they would accept a display on
album sheets. Most of the post card collectors I know came into the hobby through stamps and mount
and write up their collection on album sheets, or now in the age of the computer A4 sheets. I have never
been able to understand how the PTA came to adopt the splatter of cards on a two by three sheet of
card. I also suggested I ask the Festival of Britain Society to contribute to the display. George Simner
and Fred Peskett have agreed to come in and do the ephemera and collectibles side.

My request for information on Festival post cards has brought in a good responst. Oné'
collector not of the Festival but of Battersea Park, came up with ten titles I have not seen before of the
1951 Sculpture Exhibition held in Battersea Park. I now have 26 out of a possible 49 titles. I do not
know how many post cards were published for this exhibition, the official catalogue of the exhibition
lists | to 44, but I also have numbers 45, 47, 48 and 49.

The first 100 pages of the book on Festival of Britain post cards‘are done and about 40 pages
are waiting to have pictures scanned in. This will cover the post cards, I have decided to widen the
scope to include advertising labels, printed commemorative covers and postal history, so it will cover
the Festival in all its collectible aspects. So far [ have listed 950 post cards.

[ believe I have mentioned before the many odd snippets of information sent in to me by various
members. Dilwyn Chambers is one, and a short while age he sent me in a photo-copy of a page from
‘Eighty Eight Not Out’” by Harold Hartley. This week I managed to obtain a copy of the book which I
have not read yet but look forward to doing. A quick look through the contents reveals chapters on
Venice in London, Imre Kiralfy, Empire of India Exhibition, Victorian Era Exhibition, International
Universal Exhibition, Greater Britain Exhibition, Women’s Exhibition, Military Exhibition, Paris in
London and many more. Most of these exhibitions were just before the advent and popularity of post

cards, but I have the guides for nearly all of them. - "

Bill Tonkin Editor
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The idea of an auction was first raised some 7 or 8 years ago, along with the suggestion of a
packet. The ideas were discussed by the Committee who decided that an auction might be a bit difficult
to organise, and that a packet would be an easier option. An auction can be competitive and often won
by the member with the deepest pocket — the packet is sent out to members in a random order with
items at a fixed price.

The first auction came about as a result of one of our members disposing of his collection, so
the items came as one lot, and about the right quantity. The auction was ‘advertised’ in the Journal,
and attracted bids from 5 people. (Surprising considering the number of Wembley collectors in the
Group). The items were viewed at the AGM, and there were bids from about 7 members in the room.
26 of the 49 lots sold, so the vendor was not too disappointed, and the Group got £34 in commission.
The big problem was the handling and posting of the China items. IF I can get 40 to 50 paper or metal
items (no china please) by May of next year, then we could have a second auction. Don’t send anything
to me just yet, please let me know what you have, and I will contact you in the Spring.

THE WORLD'S FIRST OFFICIAL POST BY AEROPLANE
ALLAHABAD, INDIA, SATURDAY 18th FEBRUARY 1911
By
Ken Harman
©
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INTRODUCTION

Mail had been carried by air much earlier than 1911, notably in balloons from Paris during the
Franco-Prussian War of 1870-1871 and in Zeppelin airships in Germany. It had also on occasions been taken
aloft unofficially in aeroplanes in the first decade of the 20th century. But the first official post by aeroplane
was organised as part of an exhibition in India in February 1911.

Detailed accounts of this event are sparse in books on the air posts of the world, possibly because the
event was arranged at quite short notice and as part of a large national exhibition in the city of Allahabad, in
the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh.

Mail flown on this special flight, a onc-off journey, bore a special postmark. Some 5,000 to 6,500
items are said to have been flown. Included were about 40 to 50 large-size postcards which had been specially
printed and signed by the French pilot, Henri Péquet. These "official” cards are now rare.

"THE UNITED PROVINCES EXHIBITION"

. Exhibitions had been held in India in the early part of the 20th century, but generally under the
auspices of the Indian National Congress. In 1908, a large exhibition had been held at Nagpur, and this led to
a number of influential people supporting a proposal for an even larger exhibition. It was decided that this
should be held in the central part of northern India, in the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh. Unfortunately,
the failure of the rains, and consequent famine and plague, meant that plans had to be put in abeyance. In
1909, however, plenty of rain fell, justifying the belicf that the time had come to carry out the project.

The Lieutenant-Governor of the United Provinces, Sir John Prescott Hewett, gave his support, and
an informal meeting was held at Allahabad in 1909, attended by representatives of wealthy land-owners,
manufacturers, and of the professions, from ail parts of the United Provinces. This was followed by a public
meeting on 29th July 1909, attended by some 700 people, including maharajas and judges. The meeting
enthusiastically endorsed the idea for an exhibition, and a large sum of money was subscribed on the spot.
Committees and sub-committees soon got to work, and the Government offered help by delegating officers to
assist by supplying expert and technical knowledge.

Allahabad, the capital of the province, was agreed as the site, a wise choice as it is situated in the
middle of a populous area. It also had another advantage: in January each year, the great Hindu
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bathing-festival of Magh Mela was held on the eastern edge of the city on the river banks where the two
sacred rivers, the Ganges and the Jumna, met together with the mythical river, the Saraswati. It was therefore
anticipated that many pilgrims would visit this Exhibition, and maybe take away with them ideas for
improvements in the cultivation of their fields and also for village industries which were then coming under
threat from machine-made goods.

. The site selected was open land, partly used asa mlhtary farm, to the west of the Fort on the wide
plain on the banks of the river and within sight of the confluence of the blue river Jumna and the
muddy-brown Ganges. The only buildings there were the Fort Railway Station and an old ordnance godown.
A railway line and sidings were built into the Exhibition itself to facilitate transport of exhibits and materials.
The whole area covered 120 acres.

Luwo. The United Provinces Exhibition was scheduled to open on Ist Deoember 1910 to run for three
months. and to close on Tuesday 28th February 1911. The aims, as for so many exhibitions throughout the
world, were supposed to be largely educational, but in practice all kinds of sporting events and amusements
were also laid on, such as polo tournaments, assault-at-arms, boxing, wrestling, pageants, a scenic railway, a
water chute, magic mirrors, a theatre, bioscope performances, and fireworks. Music was provided by bands,
and recitals werce also given by leading Indian musicians.

All the important buildings were constructed in what was described as the "Indo-Saracenic style of
architecturc. combining the best of Hindu and Muhammadan art." The effect was generally regarded as being
quite picturcsque, with the white domes and pinnacles nestling among the green trees. The weather in
Allahabad was pleasant at this time of the year, the days being warm and the nmights crisp and cool, and so it
was possiblc to accommodate visitors in large tented camps, which were provided around the Exhibition site
itself

The Exhibition duly opened on Ist December 1910. The main approach was from the north through
the long lincs of the exhibitors' and visitors' tented camps. A handsome gateway led via a quadranglc
surrounded by Indian craftsmen at work, to the main avenuc with its serics of onental palacc-type pavilions.
On entering, tmmediately to the right, was a domed building occupied by the Post & Telegraph Offices,
which also contained relevant exhibits. (Another Post & Telegraph Office was also provided for the use of the
camps. "in tents outside the Exhibition ground. halfivay down the Exhibition road"). The main pawvilions
followed: the Fine & Applied Arts Courts, a display of railway engines, and Courts for General Industries,
Native States., Education, Ladies', Medical & Hygicne, Engincering. Textiles, Forestry, Agriculture, ctc..
Then came bandstands, and other distractions and displavs - and an aviation ground.

“The Pioneer Mail and Indian Weekly News". which was published in Allahabad, gave interesting
accounts of the Exhibition. This paper had gradually become an all-India publication, and it was so
well-informed that its pronouncements were often taken as being demu-official. It had a high standard of
journalism, and Rudyard Kipling had worked for it as a rcporter in 1887 and 1888. In the issue for 9th
December 1910, its leading article stated:

“Sir John Hewelt has accomplished much that is notable during his official carcer. but he finished
last Thursday with the achievement of the impossible. IXxhibition managements all over the world are so
invariably found behind-hand with their preparations when the day arrives that the public accepts a large
degree of incompleteness at starting as an indispensable feature of this form of enterprise. In many cases,
opening day is a well understood formality that merely serves to call attention to the fact that the exhibition
is coming along and that people may now begin to think about it seriously. Some impressive speeches are
delivered in the midst of empty stalls and unemptied packing cases. a banquet perhaps is eaten, and the
gathering disperses to allow staff and exhibitors to get to business in earnest, while the world oulside waits
the reports of progress (o gather when it will be worth while to venture on a visit. Some are less in arrear
than others. but that an exhibition should be thrown open to the public fully equipped and furnished as a
going concern on the advertised day is unprecedenied and a serious violation of all the conventions on the
subject. The way in which this singular result has been brought about is characteristic of the methods of
the Lieutenant-Governor.  The design of the project had been fixed in his mind as a desirable one from
long ago. at the earliest moment that the uncertainties of the seasons would admit he decided to have it
taking the public early into his confidence and calling upon skilled counsel from all sides, he arranged all
the outlines, and then - he took leave and went away Home. ... The result has been that the men on the
spot have been able (o decide matters as they came up for themselves instead of referring them o some one




