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EDITORIAL No. 154 AUTUMN 2024

Oh Mirror, Mirror, on the wall,
What’s the rarest card of ‘em all,

The Falklands Islands without a doubt,
Ol’ Bill, heard the Mirror shout.

The above master  piece came to me after  getting an Email  from David Ogden regarding 
prices paid on Ebay for Falkland Island B. E. E. cards. The sea Lion card went for £205, and the 
‘horse’ card for £48.57. other cards went for £102, £63.79 and £31.00. This is a brief history of the 
Falkland Island cards condensed from an article in a 1910 Journal.

Many years ago Ken Rumsey got in touch with the proprietor of the Collectors shop in Port  
Stanley and bought his stock of five Wembley Falkland Islands cards. He let me have first chance to 
have what I wanted and I bought three of them.

I  mentioned in  our  Winter  2010 Journal  that  the  Falklands Islands Philatelic  Society  are 
publishing the article which appeared in our Spring 2009 Journal on the Falkland Islands in their 
newsletter the Upland Goose, and I have suggested to Bill Featherstone their editor that they may like  
to join in a joint exercise with the Study Group to try and find out just how many of the British 
Empire Exhibition Falkland Islands Court post cards have survived.

These cards must be about the scarcest set of B.E.E. cards there are, and as I knew then, no  
collector has managed to get the complete set of eight cards. What I suggested was that both groups 
circulate through their newsletters the forming of a list of all the known cards. 

If  my memory serves  me right  there  was only one collector  had the complete set,  Mike 
Perkins and myself tied for second place with six cards each, after that a few collectors had one or 
two.

After the 1924 exhibition closed the remaining cards that were not sold were taken back to the 
Falkland’s and finished up in the Museum in Port Stanley where they were put on sale at 1d each. It  
would seem likely that they were all sold by the time the Museum burned down in 1944. Very few  
Falkland Islands Court cards postally used in the Falkland’s exist today.

Around 1990 when Mike Perkins and I were gathering information for our book on B.E.E. 
post  cards  we knew of  only  one collector  who owned a  single  card  ‘Diorama as  seen from the 
Western Gangway showing Melchion Harbour in the South Shetlands’. The American collector Henry 
R. Heburn who visited the Falklands three times looking for post cards had also only acquired one  
card and by an unfortunate coincidence it was another copy of the Diorama card. This led us into the  
mistaken belief that the Falkland’s Court only published the one design. The break-through came 
when I was able to get two cards at the York Post Card Fair in 1992 or 1993. This was the first 
intimation that  the  eight  pictures  in  the  ‘Guide to  the  Exhibits  at  the  Falkland Islands Court’  at  
Wembley were actually illustrations of a published set of eight post cards.

Since 1991 I have managed to get six of the eight cards, plus two duplicates. All the views are 
of scenes taken inside the Falkland Court. About two years ago Ken Rumsey managed to locate five 
of the mint cards three of which finished up in my collection. Apparently a member of the public 
walked into the Collectors Shop in Port Stanley with a small number of the cards for sale. The owner  
of the shop bought several and Ken and myself bought the remaining five. Phil Middleton the owner 
of the shop was then trying to complete a set, the last I heard was he was one card short. Ken’s two  
cards were sold on E-bay. That was way back before the prices of these cards rocketed.

The Editor.
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Layout and letters allocated to each panel as seen from the back of the map and not the map side.

Layout of each panel as seen from the back of the map and not the map side.
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1924 British Empire Exhibition Maps published by Kennedy North
and printed by Dobson Molle & Co., Ltd.

by
Mike Gorringe and Bill Tonkin

Collectors will  be familiar with the series of coloured maps done by Kennedy North and 
printed  by  Dobson  Molle  &  Co.,  Ltd.  When  opened  out  they  measure  29½  x  20,  and  folded 
approximately 3¾ x 6¾. The map is very colourful with a green and black border and shows a plan of 
the site with the main buildings named. 

Pane A. Pane B. Pane C.

Pane D. Pane E. Pane F.
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The bottom third of the map shows the main bus, train and tram routes to the exhibition. I use  
the word series because if you study the backs closely, you will find they are not all the same.

Pane G. Pane H. Pane I.

So it is with the back of the map that we should pay special attention to. When folded it is 
divided up into 24 panels of information or advertising matter with pictures, which I have named A to 
X, see table below. Some panels are joined to make a double width panel, and in some cases four  
panels are joined, to make an even larger display. The text is overprinted in yellow and brown.

Pane K. Pane L. Pane M.

It has been known for some time that there were different backs, and the main difference is in 
the panels containing advertisements for various firms. Way back in 1998 in Journal No. 51 I wrote a 
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short  article on these maps,  as,  as far as I  know nobody has really studied them. The map is so 
common selling then for only a few pounds, that I should imagine there is not a collector of Wembley 
ephemera that does not have one or more in his collection. I appealed for members to check their 
maps and let me know if they had anything new to report. I was told originally there were about 20  
different maps. This proved to be wrong and by 2004 the total had risen to 36. Ten years later the total 
had increased to 48, and in 2019 it stands at 50.

Pane N. Pane O. Pane P.

Initially I had five of these maps and thanks to Mike Perkins and Alan Sabey, was able to  
bring the total up to 13. The difference seems to be limited to five panels, lettered I, S, T, U and V 
which were all  used for adverts.  In another four panels K, L, M, and N the picture and heading 
‘British Empire Exhibition’ is the same, but there are two different texts and here I will just list the  
headings of the chapters. For a quick reference these can be divided into text with a paragraph titled 
‘A Fellowship of Empire’ see map number 1. and text with a paragraph titled ‘The Tomb of Tut’ see  
map number 2,

With  the  increased  amount  of  information  sent  to  me,  and  material  I  have  been  able  to  
examine a picture is beginning to build up. It would seem that as far as the adverts on panels S, T, U  
and V are concerned, if an advertiser was prepared to take all four panels, he could have them. If  
when a new printing of the maps was required the publishers had not got an advertiser to take up the 
offer, they inserted a standard fill-up, a four panel piece of text titled ‘How the Exhibition began’. 
Panel  S.  had three paragraphs headed How the Exhibition began -  Primary Purposes and A Co-
operative Effort.  Panels  T,  & U.  was titled All  the World will  be  at  Wembley,  Fifteen miles of 
Exhibition and an illustration Birds eye view of the grounds (as Fleetway post card No. 31). Panel V.  
consisted of three paragraphs Art of the Empire - The Two Georgians and Short Time Exhibits.

This happened on 13 out of the different maps recorded. If they could not get a customer to 
take the four panels they would sell him a half size space, i.e. only two panels T and U, and fill in the  
empty space each side with the first and last panel of their standard fill-up panels S and V. As a last  
step if no advertiser was forthcoming, they just left the four spaces blank map No. 23. This also 
happened on panel I, on map No. 11, it was unusual but it did happen.
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Pane Q. Pane R. Pane S.

My short article on the 1924 British Empire Exhibition maps caused a lot of interest, and 
several members sent me in details of maps they had. Thanks to Stanley Hunter and Mike Gorringe  
who has been collecting these for some time and sent me details of thirteen different maps he had.  
Thanks also to Des Barber who has checked through the archives of the Wembley History Society and 
found two, and has also found two more in the collection of Geoff Lane. Alan Sabey has sent me 
details of maps owned by Jean Alexander, Judith Edwards and Brian Hill, also details of maps in the 
London Museum. Trevor Batchelor also recorded a new map.

By the time of the update in the next Journal No. 52 in 1999, I had accumulated details of 37  
maps  and out  of  this  lot  there  were  26 different  ones.  Since then the  number  has  been steadily 
increasing. The chances are that if you have got two maps they are more likely to be different, than 
two the same.

Pane T. Pane U. Pane V.
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Initially I thought that the contents of some panels did not alter, and the publishers sold the 
advertising panels to whoever they could, and it was these that changed. It now appears that this is not  
always so. I have one report that the picture of Newfoundland in panel O comes in two types, one 
with the building facing to the right, and the other one facing to the left. However this has not been  
confirmed.

Thanks to Mike Goringe who loaned me his map, I have been able to study in depth map No. 
40 which before I only had brief details of the front cover.

Pane W. Pane X. Pane J.

And now a long Email from Andrew Brooks.

Email; anand.brooks@btintemet.com Box Tree Cottage

Woodman Lane, Overtown, 
Cowan Bridge, Lancashire. 
LA62HT Tel. 01524272526

Dear Bill,
I have made an effort and put together a few notes on my memories of how I got started 

with collecting exhibitions. If you ever want to use any of the information please do so.
Most of my letters from Valmai Holt are about WW1 but I found this one where she  

mentions some of the Franco-British art cards.
I did not mention in my account as many names from the past as I would have liked but  

obviously  Mike  Perkins,  Fred  Peskett,  Arthur  Smith,  Alan  Sabey,  Karl  Illinworth  & George 
Simner spring to mind. I cannot remember the names of many others I’m afraid and I have not 
mentioned newer members like Kenneth and Derek Connell who we hope will play an important 
role in keeping the group alive in the years to come.

With all my best wishes.

Andrew

mailto:anand.brooks@btintemet.com


40 Exhibition Study Group 2024

My interest in collecting Exhibition ephemera.
By

Andrew brooks
I use the term ephemera in the title even though my collection was dominated by picture 

postcards. However, towards the end, the collection did expand to include Crested China, books, 
season tickets et al.

In 1971 my wife gave me a copy of ''Picture Postcards of the Golden Age ’ by Tonie and 
Valmai Holt as a Christmas present and this was the catalyst for an interest that lasted for the next 
twenty  years.  Appendix  No.7  in  the  book  listed  ‘British  Exhibitions  and  other  Events 
Commemorated by Picture Postcards. As I already had more exhibitions than were listed in the 
appendix, I contacted Valmai and we corresponded for a number of years not only about exhibitions 
but also WW1.

After collecting stamps as a schoolboy in the 1940s and 1950s I joined Sunderland Philatelic  
Society in 1964 and formed a collection of GB; Pre-stamp, Victorian etc.

From the start I was more interested in postal history rather than collecting stamps. The entire 
collection was sold in 1972 when I bought a collection of exhibition postcards from a collector in 
London, Chris Morrison. During the 1970s I was been in touch with Chris and four other collectors, 
Stanley Hunter, Don Knight, Graham Hall and Con Rutter. I think all of them were contacted through 
the Postcard Gazette, Picture Postcard Monthly and the annual postcard event at that time, BIPEX.

I must mention a family friend and fellow collector; Fred Fletcher lived in the same village 
and was considerably older than me. He had been a navigator in Sunderland Flying Boats during  
WW2 and was still working for the Atomic Energy Authority when I knew him. He was not a serious 
exhibition collector being more interested in North of England topographical postcards as well  as 
Railway and Aviation cards. Nevertheless, we produced three books together in a short space of time 
with one of the books called ‘What the Postman saw’. This was nothing to do with exhibitions but an 
idea of Fred’s wife who was not a collector but liked reading the messages on the cards! Brian Lund of 
Picture Postcard Monthly was a co-author and published this book.

British Exhibitions and their Postcards Part 1 1900-1914 was published in 1978 and we were 
both disappointed with the reproduction of the postcards. Thankfully, British and Foreign Exhibitions 
and their  Postcards  Part  2.  1915-1979 published in  1980 was,  as  far  as  we were concerned,  an 
excellent book.

In 1980 the Exhibition Study Group was formed and its first annual meeting was held at York. 
The  history  of  the  group  from 1980  has  been  well  covered  by  our  editor  and  needs  no  further 
comments from me. Unfortunately, in the late 1980s and early 1990s many events made me decide to  
sell my exhibition collection. Involvement with a WW1 historical society led to a greater collecting 
interest in WW1 postal history, retirement in 1995 and subsequent move from the North East to the  
North West - all of these changes made me decide to change directions.

Unlike most exhibition collectors who usually specialise in one exhibition such as the White 
City, Wembley or Crystal Palace, for example, I had a general collection of all British and Foreign 
ephemera.

I am still collecting WW1 and will continue to collect for as long as I can. I was never a keen 
visitor to stamp and postcard fairs and have always preferred to by privately and especially at auction. 
Every item in my WW1 collection is described, mounted and in an album.

I have always collected for the historical interest and certainly exhibitions and wars provide 
plenty of scope to write about. I am still writing and publishing about WW1 but for the last few years I 
have concentrated on the war in the east (Austro-Hungary and Germany against Russia).
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The man himself, Andrew Brooks with part of his Franco-British Exhibition collection.

I do not think anyone could understand how pleased I am that the group that was formed in 
1980 is healthier than ever. Thanks to Bill Tonkin, Don Knight and others it has developed into a 
much-  respected  study group;  ‘Devoted  to  the  conservation  and  study  of  all  matters  relating  to 
Exhibitions’. It produces four journals a year, has produced numerous specialist books and helped 
collectors and academics with their research.

Finally,  I  would  like  to  think  that  I  have  made  many  good  friends  through  collecting 
exhibitions and although many are no longer with us, we all remember them. I only manage to keep  
in  fairly  regular  touch with  Bill  Tonkin,  and  Graham Hall  but  a  few years  ago I  needed some 
particular postcards for an article and although I had not seen Don Knight for many years, he sent me  
the much-needed cards in the next  post.  Bill  Tonkin has also obliged in a  similar  fashion.  May  
Exhibition Study Group continue to flourish long after I’m gone!

Australian Flora and Fauna post cards.
By

Bill Tonkin.

Some years ago at one of our conventions, Don Knight handed me a folder of photo copies of 
a joint display by three members of the study group at the “stamp95” stamp exhibition. (Alan Sabey, 
Mike Perkins and myself) After the exhibition closed Alan Sabey stayed behind to collect our joint 
entries, and while he had the entries he took the opportunity to photo-copy them all. I did an article on 
the Cope Tobacco cards, in the Winter 2023 Journal which to my way thinking are the most beautiful 
B. E. E. cards ever produced.

The original Flora and Fauna cards were all in B/W but I have been able to replace most of  
them with coloured scans. The flora and Fauna cards are very scarce. In about thirty years I have been 
only able to find two Flora and six Fauna, and one of those is a duplicate.
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Australian Flora and Fauna post cards.

Australian fauna, Platypus

Post card sent by Noel Elford aged 10 years old, attending the Hatch Public School.
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Australian Flora and Fauna post cards.

Australian fauna Opossum

Post card sent by Donald Dawson aged 10 years old, attending the Lyndendale Public School.
The date at the top is in a different coloured ink, an omission corrected by the teacher perhaps?
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Australian Flora and Fauna post cards.

Silver wattle Waratah

Silver wattle back. From your ever loving son Alfie. This back is strange in that it has no address.
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Australian Flora and Fauna post cards.

A slightly older lad at 14 years old He does not mention the school. It must be borne in mind that 
many juveniles of 14 were working full time at that age in 1924. The back of the Waratah card.

Australian fauna Lyre bird Australian fauna Kookaburra Australian fauna Native Bear

An un-used card.back of the lyre bird and native bear.
Australian Flora and Fauna post cards.
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Post card sent by Mavis Moore aged 10 years old, no school mentioned.
Back of platypus card.

Post card sent by Henry Cowley aged 9 years old, no school mentioned.
Back of kookaburra card

It is noted that all the cards with dates added are between the 15 and 18 September 1924.

The following two sheets are copies made by Alan Sabey who managed to persuade the 
organisers to let the group have a free stand for a display of rare British Empire Exhibition post cards.  
To add confirmatory all the sheets were written up and mounted by Bill Tonkin for the display.
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The two sheets of Grafton China post cards were loaned by Mike Perkins for display at The 
Exhibition Study Group stand at “Stamp95”.


