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EDITORIAL            AUTUMN 2016 
 

I don’t travel much now or go out far 
And have given away, my little old car 

 
 Yes, I no longer have a motor car having given it to my son’s partner (not Kenneth, he has 
several cars) but to my younger other son Michael who I have never had cause to mention in these 
pages because he is not a collector. He is an angler and retired early so he can spend all his time 
fishing. In this sport he is taking after Nancy and myself who were both very keen anglers, who again 
were taking after our respective fathers who were also both keen anglers. Nancy’s father being 
secretary of an angling club and President or Chairman I forget which, of an Association of Angling 
Clubs. Nancy’s claim to fame in the Angling world is that she was the first woman to ever be selected 
to compete in the ‘All England’ the National Angling Championship. I think in that year’s 
competition there were nearly 2,000 men anglers and one lady angler. We agreed to postpone our 
wedding, as we both accepted the match was more important. On the administrative side of angling 
she formed, and was the first secretary of the London & Home Counties Anglers Consultative 
Association, with a paid up membership in the first year of 23,000. In 1951 she became one of the 
three angling representatives on the Kent River Board. At that time there were only three women 
Fishery Representatives on river boards, Nancy was also the youngest member of a River Board in the 
country. Her committee on the L. & H.C.A.C.A. was to draft fishery bylaws adopted by several of the 
home county River Boards. When the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries decided the 1923 Salmon 
and Freshwater Fisheries Act was to be revised, Nancy was one of the first to be called in for 
consultation. Her involvement in fishery management ceased when Kenneth arrived. 
 My old friend Mike Perkins of many years, in fact since we met at our first Convention at 
York in 1987 was rushed to hospital on the 23 March with a blood clot on the brain and paralysed 
down one side. He is still in hospital (at 28 July) but there has been some improvement and the 
hospital is talking of him being able to go home in the near future. Mike has been on our committee or 
an officer of the Study Group until the last few years, and was at one time our packet secretary and 
later our web master.  
 We became close friends when we worked together on our book on B.E.E. post cards, and 
that was when he started coming down and staying with me for three or four days a couple of times 
each year. 
 For many years Mike worked part time for George Sawyer a post card dealer and got free 
travel and entrance to post card fairs before the public could get in. Regarded as a dealer he got a 
discount on all his purchases, and they must have been the golden years for Mike. Fortunately for 
myself, Mike only collected British Empire Exhibition post cards, and so for nearly 20 years I knew 
that every post card fair I went to, if Mike was there, he had done the fair before I could get in the 
door. This was discouraging, but as my post card interests were very wide I still managed to do well, 
apart from B.E.E. cards of course. 
 When the dealer George Sawyer retired, it was virtually the end of Mike’s post card 
collecting, and he transferred his interests to his other hobby local history. I have kept in touch with 
Mike’s wife Dot every couple of weeks and only two days ago his daughter Mandy told me she has 
been press ganged into hopefully getting him up to this year’s convention if he can travel. 
 

Our 30th Annual Convention 8 and 9 October 2016 
 
 The Exhibition Study Group has been having a weekend convention for the past 29 years, so 
let’s make it a bumper turnout for our 30th. These have been held at many different venues around the 
country, from Portsmouth to Glasgow, with a few members who came to first one at York in 1987 
still attending, although I think only Don and myself have attended every one. 
 This year on the weekend of the 8 & 9 October we will be meeting at the site of the Crystal 
Palace in Penge, South London, This is a very good venue, easy to get to by car or train, the hotel was 
recently refurbished and the cost is very reasonable. There is a large free car park adjacent to the 
Tower where we hold our meetings and stay. 
 Over the years many members have given a display of items from their collections, we have 
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six display boards which take twelve sheets each. You do not have to fill all of them, but it gives you 
a chance to show what you collect. Other members may have items to sell and you could expand your 
collection. 
 We start on the Saturday morning with a short A.G.M. at 10. o’clock with displays starting at 
around 11 o’clock, we have a short break at 1-00 o’clock, restart at 2 and go on until 4.30. The times 
are elastic and not cast in stone. In the evening we sit down for dinner and wine. On Sunday morning 
we start at 10 o'clock and finish at around 1-00 o’clock. If you can-not make the full weekend we 
would like to see you on either day. Tea or coffee and sandwiches will be available free to everyone 
as a few years ago it was decided the Study Group would meet the cost of this. 
 The costs for the weekend are about the same as last year which were Bed & breakfast £29.90 
per night single room including a cooked breakfast, our annual Dinner on the Saturday night will be 
£9-60 with wine extra, I don’t have a price for those arriving Friday and wanting a fish & chip supper 
on the Friday evening, but I think you will agree these are all very reasonable prices.  
 Over the years we seem to be getting more and more members turning up on the Friday 
afternoon and evening, and in 2009 for the first time Joan Miles laid on a fish & chip supper, which 
she has agreed to do again for us this year. 
 It has become our custom to commemorate the 100th anniversary of any exhibition that took 
place a hundred years ago, but we are now getting into the Great War period when exhibitions were 
very thin on the ground owing to the men being called up. But there will be displays of other 
exhibitions. If you are intending to bring some sheets to display please let Don Knight know on 020 
8440 3574. 
 If you would like to stay you can contact The Lodge, Crystal Palace National Sports Centre. 
Ledrington Road, London. SE19 2BB. phone 020 8778 0131, or 8768 8148 which will get you 
straight through to Joan Miles without getting tangled up in a lot of recorded messages. Please 
mention The Study Group as we provisionally book a block of single and double rooms. Friends of 
members and non-member visitors are welcome, as long as they let Don know. 
          The Editors 
 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Two Key Fobs sent in by Mike Gorringe (illustrated on the front cover) 
 
 Mike Gorringe has sent me scans of two key fobs in solid brass, side measurement is 4", so 
large and heavy enough not to be easily lost - the main idea! The first has number DMZ 18 heavily 
stamped into the casting, together with B.E. Exhibition, this has a bent ring through the cast hole! 
The second just has a number 155 stamped heavily into the metal, together with B.E. Exhibition in 
the casting with a hole at top for key ring. 
 I'm guessing at this may be an internal door to the exhibition offices. Racking my brains for a 
location, pavilion maybe? I'm wondering if these fobs, complete with key, were returned each night to 
the central office with a very large wall board to hang them on! I've tried to research them, but 
nothing comes up initially - I'm sure Alan Sabey would have known!! 
 

Some new Wembley post cards sent in by David Ogden 
 

  
A Grimble’s Malt Vinegar advertising card used at the exhibition in 1924 
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A new Imperial Airways card also used at the exhibition in 1925 

 
 The card is by an unknown printer type 1 and I shall list it as Aeroplane No. 16. When I get 
around to it I shall do another article for the Journal on the Imperial Airways pilots on post cards. 

 
 The caption on the Pamlin Print card is, I have been told wrong, the registration number on 
the side of the plane is not G-EBCS but more likely to be G-EBGS. I have been told by an expert on 
the subject that G-EBCS was an Avro 504K which never belonged to Imperial Airways. For nearly a 
year I have been corresponding with David Ogden on this and other matters, and David is the expert 
who knows a lot more about aeroplanes than I shall ever know. 
 

 
The same picture published by Pamlin Prints. 

 

   
 

Three new unrecorded British Empire Exhibition Publicity Labels sent in by Raymon Goodey  
 
 A previously unrecorded 1925 black and red imperf label. This colour combination is very 
scarce and only two others are known, ‘Support the London Mayors Fund’ and ‘Torchlight Tattoo’. 
 There must have been an official change of policy by the exhibition management as in 1924 
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there were well over a hundred of the lion labels personalised and used by various companies, but no 
commercial business used the labels in 1925. 
 I have over the last months, received news of three new publicity labels from the British 
Empire Exhibition, Wembley, not record in Alan Sabey and Bill Tonkin’s (S&T) booklet. 
 First, a 1925 imperf ‘Lion’ label, the same size as the two labels (Lord Mayors Fund and 
Torchlight Tattoo) noted in Section 5 of S&T’s list. This is printed in the same black and red. 
The text on the label reads “Visit the Faculty of Arts gallery of Contemporary art in the Palace of 
Industry” Checking the list of Exhibitors, they were on Stand X958 and in the ‘Y’ area. 
 Second, also from 1925, a Gregory Brown label. This using the ‘Unity Bridge’ design, (Type 
F), but with the text “See our exhibit at the British Empire Wembley, Palace of Industry, Stand 
D133” rather than one of the eight listed texts in the S&T booklet. This is similar to a label listed on 
page 44 ‘House with Red Roof’ (Type E), publicising the Domestic Utilities Section, Stand D135. 
This label is attached to a letter from Gross, Sherwood & Heald Ltd of Barking, London. 
 Finally, a 1924 Specially Designed Label, “Stand 99, Chemical Hall, Palace of Industry” in 
red and white. Stand 99 was occupied by The London Varnish and Enamel Co Ltd, Stratford. 
If anyone has any of these labels in their collections, or any information about them, I would be 
very grateful if they could get in touch, so that full details can be published and added to known 
listings. 
My Thanks. 
R.Goodey, 403, Main Road, Broomfield, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 7EJ. 
 
 After some discussion at the Sherlock Holmes meeting and correspondence with several 
officers of the Study Group this is the final revision of our Constitution which will be put before the 
A.G.M. for approval. 

The Constitution 2016. 
 
1. Title 
 The title of the society shall be the 'Exhibition Study Group'. Afterwards referred to as 'The 
Group'. 
2. Objects 
 A. The objectives of The Group shall be to encourage the study of Exhibitions, and 
related events of all types. 
 B. To gather information regarding any aspect of exhibitions, and if practical to publish 
or make available any research carried out. 
 C. To publish quarterly newsletters which will be sent free to all members, and which 
may be sold to non-members. 
 D. To assist and help in any way deemed desirable, any persons or organisations 
involved in any aspect connected with exhibitions.  
 E. To hold an Annual Two Day Convention  towards the end of September or early 
October. 
3. Membership 
 A Membership shall be open to any person interested in Exhibitions, and the Secretary 
shall forward an application form to anyone wishing to join. 
4. Officers and Committee 
 A. The officers of The Group shall consist of a Life President, Chairman, Vice 
Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Editor or Editors, Public Relations Officer. These officers plus up to 
four members to serve on the committee. All these members to be collectively called 'The Committee' 
  B. The Committee may all stand for re-election each year with the exception of the Life 
President. The Chairman shall not hold office for more than three consecutive years. 
 C. An Auditor, who need not be a qualified person, and a Web Master shall be elected at 
the Annual General Meeting. 
 D.  The notice of the A.G.M. shall be announced in the Spring News-letter, together with 
a call for nominations for officers and committee. which should be in by the end of July. The Summer 
News-letter shall formally announce the A.G.M. and list the nominations for the committee. Votes for 
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the committee shall be accepted by post up to three days before the A.G.M. 
 E. Should a vacancy occur among the officers, The Committee shall have the power to 
fill such vacancy, until the next Annual General Meeting. 
5. Management 
 A. The management of The Group shall be vested in The Committee, who are 
empowered to conduct the business affairs of the Group.  
 B. The Committee shall have the power to introduce any new rules which shall at once 
become operative, but such new rules must be submitted to the next Annual General Meeting for 
confirmation or otherwise. 
 C. Five members of the Committee to form a quorum 
6. Accounts 
 A. The accounts shall be closed on the 31st of July each year. 
 B. A statement of receipts and expenditure for the year shall be prepared by the 
Treasurer, and after audit shall be submitted to the members at the Annual General Meeting. 
 C. All payments made by cheque on the Group's Bankers to be signed by the Treasurer 
and one other  officer of the Group as the Committee may appoint. 
7. Subscriptions 
 A. These shall be decided at the Annual General Meeting then become due on the 31 
October and shall be paid by the 30 June of the following year. Any Person not paying their fees will 
be deemed not to be a member. 
8. Dissolution of the Group 
 A In the event of the dissolution of the Group any funds after all debts are paid, to be 
donated to a Charity or Charities at the discretion of the Committee. The committee to also decide on 
the disposal of any archival material. 
 

Autumn Stampex 
By 

Derek Connell 
 
 Believe it or not, Autumn Stampex will soon be upon us once more! Running from 
Wednesday 14th September to Saturday 17th September at The Business Design Centre in Islington, 
it will, like the Spring Show, celebrate its sixtieth anniversary with unique exhibition souvenirs, 
including "Smilers", postmarks and postcards. 
 Once again, the Exhibition Study Group has decided to join in the festivities by booking a 
room for a get-together and a display of some of our prized possessions. We're in Room 'B' during 
the afternoon of Saturday 17th, from 2pm to 4pm. 
 We hope to entice some unsuspecting souls through our doors by showing some fascinating 
exhibition material, so please bring a few sheets or a few frames of anything you fancy, and try to 
let us know what you're bringing. 
 A visit to Stampex is always good fun, bantering with old friends, or bartering with old 
dealers(!) Add a meeting of the E.S.G. and you can't go wrong! 
Hope to see you there. You'll be very welcome. 
Cheers! 
Derek Connell    Chairman 
 

Silver Medal for Jean Osborn 
 

 One of our members Jean Osborn has been awarded the large solid silver Congress Medal for 
Services to Philately. Jean is a long-time member of the Exhibition Study Group, and it was at a 
convention held in Manchester in 1989 at Karl Illingworth’s home that she asked if it was possible for 
the Study group organising an exchange packet which was done, and ran for several years.  
 Jean has built up what must be one of the largest collections of exhibition Cinderella labels 
ever got together, she tells me she will be entering 64 sheets of Franco-British and 48 sheets of 
Wembley Cinderella’s in Stampex where the theme this year is appropriately Cinderella labels. 
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J. S. Fry at the Great Exhibition 
By 

Fred Peskett 
 
 In 1847 the long established chocolate manufacturer J.S. Fry & Sons from Bristol patented a 
new form of confectionery by combining chocolate powder with coco butter and leaving it to harden, 
previously chocolate was only used as a beverage, at first the new chocolate bars were frowned upon.  
 The Fry company refined their product and by 1851 had perfected an acceptable and pleasant 
looking chocolate bar which they exhibited on their stand at the Great Exhibition of 1851. The bars 
were about three inches long by two inches wide and a quarter of an inch thick. Samples of the 
chocolate were given to visitors to their stand. 
 In the village of Frenchay near Bristol, there is a small museum which includes a display of 
the products and history of J.S. Fry & Sons. One of the bars of chocolate made for the Great 
Exhibition, the medals awarded and several items of ephemera about the Great Exhibition are on 
show. Although the bar of chocolate does not now look very appetising, it apparently still has a 
distinct smell of chocolate. 
 A hundred years later in 1951 an unknown manufacturer produced a chocolate medallion to 
celebrate the Festival of Britain. It is about three inches in diameter and a quarter of an inch thick. 
One side features the Festival of Britain symbol and the other is an aerial view of the South Bank 
Exhibition, both views are in relief, the chocolate is covered with silver foil. Many of these 
medallions were saved as souvenirs, If the foil is removed, the chocolate still looks in fairly good 
condition, however, the slightest pressure causes the medallion to crumble and emit a rather nasty 
pong, the silver foil seems to keep them whole and odour free, so if you have one, never take off the 
wrapper! 

British Empire Exhibition 
The Advertising Slogans from the Empire Countries 

Part 2 by 
Kenneth Tonkin 

 
BERMUDA 

 
 A continuous impression machine slogan was used at Hamilton between 30th July 1923 and 25th 
October 1924 (K&S).  Three separate periods of use have been identified; 30th July 1923 to early 
February 1924 in black ink, 26th February to 4th August 1924 in bluish-black ink and 11th August to 25th 
October 1924 in black ink (K&S).  Collection times were denoted by the use of codes A 8am, B 11am 
and 3pm and C 5pm. 
 

 
HAMILTON/BERMUDA BRITISH EMPIRE/EXHIBITION 1924 slogan 

Recorded dates 18/8/23 to 28/10/24 
 

BRITISH GUIANA 
 
 Two different handstamps, one circular and the other boxed, were used at a number of Post 
Offices.  K&S report the earliest and latest dates of use as follows: Circular handstamp, earliest date 7th 
July 1923 and latest date 20th August 1924; Boxed handstamp, earliest date 7th February 1924 and latest 
date 3rd September 1924. 
 The circular handstamp is also known used at Suddie on the 10th August 1925 and Buxton on 
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the 22nd September 1925, presumably after it had been officially withdrawn.  The handstamps were used 
to either cancel the postage stamps with the town datestamp alongside, or as an additional cancellation 
when the postage stamps were postmarked with the town datestamp.   
 
 The handstamps are known used at the following Post Offices: 
 
 Circular Boxed 
Buxton X 
Carmichael Street  X 
Georgetown X X 
Suddie X X 
 

 
BRITISH EMPIRE/EXHIBITION 1924 circular handstamp 

Recorded dates 23/7/23 to 24/1/24 and late usage 10/8/25 and 22/9/25 
 

 
BRITISH GUIANA/1924/EMPIRE EXHIBITION boxed handstamp 

Recorded dates 23/2/24 to 21/8/24 
 

BRITISH HONDURAS 
 
 A boxed handstamp was used at Belize between 10th July 1924 and 10th October 1924 (K&S) 
and applied in violet alongside the town datestamp. It is known on covers posted in Corozal, Orange 
Walk Town and Punta Gorda, but it is likely that these were applied in Belize. 
 

 
VISIT/BRITISH HONDURAS/COURT/BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION boxed handstamp 

Recorded dates 5/24 to 24/10/24 
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CEYLON 
 
 A continuous impression machine slogan was used in Colombo between 28th June 1923 and 20th 
November 1924 (K&S).  This slogan was also used to cancel Paquebot mail. 
 

 
COLOMBO SUPPORT THE/BRITISH EMPIRE/EXHIBITION slogan 

Recorded dates 19/9/23 to 26/11/23 
 

 
COLOMBO PAQUEBOT SUPPORT THE/BRITISH EMPIRE/EXHIBITION slogan 

Recorded date 20/11/23 
 

 
SUPPORT THE/BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION cancellation applied in violet to a cover 

subsequently cancelled with the Colombo machine cancellation.  The status of this cancellation is 
unknown.  Recorded date 30/4/24 

 
FIJI 

 
 A violet boxed handstamp was used at Suva to cancel the postage stamps with the Suva 
datestamp applied alongside.  Recorded dates of use are 16th October to 17th November 1923 (K&S). 
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VISIT THE FIJI COURT/British/Empire Exhibition/1924 boxed handstamp 
Recorded dates 3/11/23 to 13/11/23 

 
GOLD COAST 

 
 A continuous impression machine slogan was used at Accra from at least 19th January 1924 
(K&S). 
 

 
 

ACCRA BRITISH EMPIRE/EXHIBITION 1924 slogan 
Recorded dates 16/2/24 to 2/8/24 

 
INDIA 

 
 A single impression machine slogan was used at the Bombay and Calcutta Post Offices.  
Calcutta used two machines, one with G.P.O. at the bottom of the datestamp and the other with FOR 
(Foreign Section).  The CALCUTTA G.P.O. slogan was used on internal mail, whilst overseas mail was 
cancelled with the FOR slogan.  The BOMBAY G.P.O. slogan was used on all mail.  Dates given by 
K&S are as follows: BOMBAY G.P.O. from at least 21st September 1923 to October 1924; 
CALCUTTA G.P.O. from at least 15th August 1923 to October 1924 and CALCUTTA FOR dates in 
October 1924. 
 

 
BOMBAY/G.P.O. BRITISH EMPIRE/EXHIBITION 1924 slogan 

Recorded dates 17/9/23 to 23/11/23 
 

 
CALCUTTA/G.P.O. BRITISH EMPIRE/EXHIBITION 1924 slogan 

Recorded dates 22/5/23 to 16/2/24 
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CALCUTTA/FOR BRITSH EMPIRE/EXHIBITION 1924 slogan 

Recorded dates 4/10/23 to 30/10/24 
 

JAMAICA 
 

 A single impression machine slogan was used at Kingston to cancel both incoming and 
outgoing mail between 25th July 1923 and September 1924 (K&S). 
 

 
KINGSTON/JAMAICA BRITISH EMPIRE/EXHBITION 1924 slogan 

Recorded dates 16/5/23 to 4/6/24 
 

 
KINGSTON/JAMAICA BRITISH EMPIRE/EXHBITION 1924 slogan used as an arrival mark on the 

back of an envelope sent from the Cayman Islands 
 

 A special handstamp was applied in violet to official mail sent by the Organising Committee for 
the exhibition to denote that postage was free. 
 

 
O.H.M.S/FREE/BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION handstamp 
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KENYA AND UGANDA 
 

 A continuous impression machine slogan was used at Nairobi between 23rd November 1923 and 
17th July 1924 (K&S). 
 

 
NAIROBI/BRITISH EMPIRE/EXHIBITION 1924 slogan 

Recorded dates 22/12/23 to 23/9/24 
 

MALAY STATES 
 

 A variety of handstamps were used in the Malay States, together with a continuous impression 
machine slogan in Singapore.  Malacca, Penang and Singapore used an oval duplex handstamp to 
advertise the 1924 exhibition and modified this with the removal of 1924 to advertise the following 
year’s exhibition. 
 

JOHORE 
 
 An undated circular handstamp was used between 9th August 1923 and into 1924 (K&S).  This 
is known used in Batu Pahat, Johore (Bahru) and Maur to cancel the postage stamps with the town 
datestamp placed alongside.  
 

 
BRITISH EMPIRE/EXHIBITION 1924 circular handstamp used in Johore (Bahru) 

Recorded dates 9/8/23 to 21/1/24 
 

KEDAH 
 
 Kedah used an undated circular handstamp similar to that of Johore to cancel mail posted in 
Alor Star (Setar), Kulim and Sungai Patani between 20th September 1923 and 25th October 1924 (K&S).  
The handstamp was used to cancel the postage stamps with the town datestamp placed alongside. 
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BRITISH EMPIRE/EXHIBITION 1924 circular handstamp used in Sungai Patani 

Recorded dates 1/11/23 to 7/2/24 
 

KELANTAN 
 
 A locally produced handstamp similar to the slogan section of a machine cancellation was used 
at Kota Bahru and Tumpat between April 1923 and March 1924.  This was used to cancel the postage 
stamps with the town handstamp placed alongside. 
 

 
BRITSH EMPIRE/EXHIBITION 1924 slogan handstamp used at Tumpat 

Recorded dates 17/4/23 to 24/3/24 
 

MALACCA 
 
 The three Straits Settlements of Malacca, Penang and Singapore used an oval duplex handstamp 
to cancel both incoming and outgoing mail between 8th August 1923 and 12th July 1924 (K&S), whilst 
Stitt Dibden reported it being used until 4th September 1924.  The handstamp was modified for use in 
1925 to advertise that year’s exhibition by the removal of the year 1924 and is reported as being used in 
this way between 16th March and 2nd September 1925 (K&S).  On outgoing mail the handstamp was 
used to cancel the postage stamps.  On incoming and transit mail it was placed beside the postage 
stamps which had already been cancelled with the datestamp of the town from which the letter 
originated. 
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MALACCA BRITISH/EMPIRE/EXHIBITION/1924 duplex handstamp 

Recorded dates 21/8/23 to 7/8/24 
 

 
MALACCA BRITISH/EMPIRE/EXHIBITION/1924 used as an arrival mark on incoming mail 

 

 
MALACCA BRITISH/EMPIRE/EXHIBITION duplex handstamp with 1924 removed 

Recorded dates 18/3/25 to 27/8/25 
 

PENANG 
 
 Penang used a similar oval duplex handstamp to Malacca and modified this in the same way to 
advertise the 1925 exhibition.  Dates of use were between 25th May 1923 and 4th September 1924 and 
13th March to 20th June 1925 for the modified type (K&S).  Outgoing and incoming mail were 
postmarked in the same way as Malacca. 
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PENANG BRITISH/EMPIRE/EXHIBITION/1924 duplex handstamp 

Recorded dates 30/10/23 to 15/2/24 
 

 
PENANG BRITISH/EMPIRE/EXHIBITION/1924 duplex handstamp with 1924 removed 

Recorded dates 20/4/25 to 3/8/25 
 

 
SELENGOR 

 
 An undated circular handstamp similar to those used in Johore and Kedah was used at Kuala 
Lumpur, but unlike these this handstamp was not usually used to cancel the postage stamps which were 
cancelled with a Kuala Lumpur datestamp.  It was used between 19th July and 6th September 1923 
(K&S). 
 

 
BRITSH EMPIRE/EXHIBITION 1924 circular handstamp used at Kuala Lumpur 

Recorded dates 28/6/23 to 1/11/23 
 


