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In my old age, time goes so fast
I just don’t know how much longer I’ll last
(Another twenty years will do for now)

	It’s 2012, who’d have thought it, time goes so quickly now. I can remember my mother saying to me “The older you get, the faster time seems to go”. I was only a child then, and it didn’t mean much to me, but I know now, what she meant, all right.
	Some of you who get the Picture Post Card Monthly may have seen the notice by a dealer Derek Popplestone to the effect he had bought a huge topographical collection which he was going to present for sale at the Picture Post Card Show in September. The areas covered in the collection being offered for sale included all the areas that Nancy collected. Derek agreed that after the Show closed he would let me have the cards on approval for a couple of weeks, even delivering to me and collecting them after I had gone through them. He arrived with eight boxes of Beckenham, Penge, Anerley and West Wickham post cards for me to go through. I eventually finished up buying 692, (yes six hundred and ninety two, and every one I checked with Nancy’s collection, to make sure I wasn’t buying duplicates) It will take me months to integrate that lot into her collection. I can see her 36 albums being extended to over 40 albums. It was a chance in a lifetime that couldn’t be missed.
	I am also having a glorious sort out of all the paper work I have accumulated over the last twenty years, dumping the chaff and saving the wheat. This also accounts for all the articles by Fred Peskett I have found in the compost heap I call my desk, carefully put on top of the pile to be used in the next Journal, and then got buried under more paper work. 
	I have had a rather sad letter from Graham Hall tendering his resignation to the Exhibition Study Group. Graham is one of our oldest members, in membership terms, not age, and is in fact one of our three existing founder members. When we met for our 18th Convention in Bradford in 2004 Graham took on board all the arrangements and got us free accomodation at the Bradford Industrial Museum for our meetings, he also organising a tour of old Bradford.
	Here is part of the letter he wrote to me,
	Coming down to the nitty gritty I have reluctantly decided to terminate my membership of the Exhibition Study Group and I may very well have to do the same with various other organisations I'm involved with. First and foremost our one and only (at the moment) delightful granddaughter comes first. She went through a very traumatic period having been born seven weeks early and having major heart problems. Thankfully after a five hour operation at Great Ormond Street our little miracle came through it very successfully but 1 hope you can understand how special she is. The down side as far as Susan and myself go is that our daughter and family live on the outskirts of Norwich so we can't just pop round the corner to see them.
	I’m even limiting the number of talks I give each year - all for charity - thirty last year, so that we have a better chance of making arrangements to go and see the family therefore I hope you can understand my reasons for terminating my membership after all these years. However my enthusiasm for collecting “Bradfordiana” has not diminished - especially so far as the 1904 exhibition goes and despite not unearthing any new cards of the event, recent finds of medals partially makes up for it!
	I have so admired the work done by members of the study group over the years and trust it will continue. All I can add is that should the group require any information on the Bradford Exhibition or similar events close to home please do not hesitate to get in touch. Hopefully your group will continue for many years to come and needless to say I wish it will. Take care Bill, keep smiling, keep up the good work and keep collecting.
	I wish Graham and his family all the best, although I have met Graham less than half a dozen times, I have always regarded him as one of my good friends, and while I am sorry to see him go, can understand his reasons,
										The Editors.

Exhibition Study Group's Conventions.
By
Don R Knight

	In 1978 the year I first published The Exhibitions, The Great White City and Andrew Brooks and Fred Fletcher published their records Part 1 & 2 on Exhibitions. Andrew and I meet in London at B.I.P.E.X., with having the same interests Andrew suggested how nice it would be if we could form a group of collectors interested in exhibitions, this I agreed with. After a number of letters two years later in 1980 the Exhibition Study Group was formed. In 1987 we met at the Black Swan in York. There were 16 people present and we set up a committee with Andrew as secretary, this was the very first Convention.
	Bill Tonkin had bought his stamp club display boards and I put up the first display of Franco British Exhibition postcards. This was followed by other members showing their exhibition interests until late Saturday afternoon, in the evening we had a meal. Sunday morning we meet again and we had more members displays, at lunch time we all said our good byes and Andrew Brooks was set the task of finding a meeting place for the 2nd Convention. This year being our 25th and our membership is around 90 but it has been over 100.
	All of the Exhibition Study Groups have always been supported by around 16 members and have taken the form of holding them at some place a major exhibition has been held, our farthest north one was in 2001 at Glasgow.
	Over the years I have had the privilege of putting up the first display missing just one, the year we visited Bradford 2004. I have built up a good collection of British Exhibitions and Philatelic Conventions and relevant material like guides, china, plans, E.P.N.S and table clothes also lots knowledge.
	The Study group has had just three secretaries in its 25 years. Andrew Brooks, Bill Tonkin and myself Don Knight, we have always had support from members for offices and the committee for which we are very thankful. 2011 being our 25th the committee after a suggestion by Derek Connell sponsored our own handstamp to celebrate this. Raymond Goodey designed this and the special cover. Derek did all the contacting with the Royal Mail in getting the handstamp and the souvenir sheets, this had connection with Crystal Palace as in 1911 when the Festival of Empire was held there. 
	This event for the First Aerial Post had been planned to start from there. Due to safety reasons due to flying over London, this was done from Hendon north of London on the 9 September . As secretary and having a interest in Crystal Palace also living not to far from Derek, I helped apply the special souvenir sheets to the covers and had my name as the contact. Derek delivered them to Mount Pleasant, London and I picked them up on the day Stampex opened at Islington. I had an order for 20 covers from a dealer who had a stand there and after numbering them posted them to him.
	Being involved with this and seeing the many different handstamps being used, I set myself the goal of having them all. I produced my own special covers went to my local post offices and bought 25 souvenir sheets, after applying them to the covers, put them into envelops with the appropriate number on and posted them, to wait for their return. Then came the writing them up and mounting them, finishing up with 50 sheets to display at the 25th Convention tying in with the 1911 Coronation Exhibition held at White City and the Festival of Empire 1911 at Crystal Palace.
	My collecting has given me great joy and the enjoyment of showing parts of my collection to Philatelic Societies and at the conventions over the years.
	The meeting of members and interesting collections at our Convention is something not to be missed. The 2012 Convention is being held at Crystal Palace on the weekend of the 29th and 30th September, please make a note in your diary.

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the
Exhibition Study Group
Held at The Lodge, Crystal Palace
Saturday 8 October 2011

President’s Address. Alan Sabey our President, welcomed 17 members to the meeting and assured 
them that there would be a variety of displays to follow the A.G.M. He also announced the sad loss of three members, Burton Bendict, Ian Davies and Paul Watson and asked everyone to stand for a minute’s silence. Alan expressed his thanks to all the 2011 Committee for their hard work and dedication.
Apologies for absence. Were received from David Rosier and Derek Weston 
Minutes of the 2010 meeting. These were agreed and signed as a true record.
Secretary’s Report. Don Knight reported Derek Connell had been invited to attend the Committee 
Meeting to discuss the commemorative cover. 30 in red were produced for members attending the 2011 A.G.M. and 120 were produced in blue to sell to members and to the trade and others interested in them. £6-50 each for those sold members on the day, £8-50 sold to dealers and £9-50 for outside sales. 50 blank covers were available at £2 each. Over 60 covers have been sold. A dealer has offered to buy any covers left over, but the Crystal Palace Museum will take some for sale in their Museum before any are offered to the dealer.
Treasurer’s Report. The Treasurer Alan Sabey presented his report and it was realised that one 
entry had been left out in typing the Accounts. The entry for Convention expenditure £414-75 was added in, and the accounts were then agreed by all. Proposed by R Goodey, Seconded by Bill Tonkin. Alan informed the meeting that he had given the Committee notice of standing down last February with effect from this Annual General Meeting and that it had been an honour to serve the Group as treasurer for the last 17 years.
Election of Officers
President		Alan Sabey will stand down at 2012 A.G.M. having served the three year 
		term of office.
Vice-President		Ramon Goodey 
Secretary		Don Knight
Treasurer		Ken Tonkin’s name had been put forward and he agreed to take on the job.
			Proposed by Bill Tonkin, Seconded by George Burr.
Publicity Officer	Alan Sabey
Committee		George Burr, Fred Peskett, Ken Rumsey and Bill Tonkin 
Journal team		Bill Tonkin and Fred Peskett 
Journal distribution	Ken Tonkin 
Webmasters		Ken Rumsey and Mike Perkins
Archivist		Bill Tonkin
Accounts Examiner 	George Burr said he would stand down because of the distance, from the new 			Treasurer and John Greatrex offered to take it on
Honorary Life Membership This honour was awarded to the following for their hard work in 
running the Group :-Alan Sabey for 17 years work as the Treasurer Fred Peskett for services to the Group and helping with the Journal Ken Tonkin for production and distribution of the Journal at his own expense Don Knight for dedication as a Founder Member of the Group and attending all AGMs. Don has been the Secretary for the last four years.
These names along with the existing Hon. Life Members Andrew Brooks and Bill Tonkin are to be listed on the Directory page of the Journals.
Venue and date of 2012 Convention. It was unanimously agreed that we return to Crystal Palace. 
The last full weekend of September (as in the past) was suggested because we had moved into October for three members to attend who could not make it in September, but they are not attending anymore. This was agreed subject to bookings at The Lodge and it was confirmed later in the day that the dates will be 29th and 30th September 2012. The use of The Lodge in connection with the Paralympic Games will be finished several weeks earlier.
Any Other Business
1.	Ray Goodey asked about the progress of the book about the Alan Sabey British Empire 
Exhibition Collection and was informed that it is progressing, a number of items have been scanned already, others need to be scanned.
2.	Fred Peskett informed the meeting that he had been invited to put on various displays at the 
Royal Festival Hall on the 60th anniversary of the Festival of Britain, and these had been seen by one and a quarter million visitors. In 2012 there will be displays about exhibitions since 1951 and will be open for the benefit of visitors to this country during the Olympic Games.
3.	2012 sees the 60th Anniversary of the Opening of the Lansbury Estate in Poplar and Fred 
Peskett has been invited by London Mayor Boris Johnson to provide a model of a ten foot crane in Meccano for display at Lansbury.
4.	The site of the original Crystal Palace has been marked with corner-stones in Hyde Park. 
The Annual General Meeting was declared closed at 11.05 am

A Ballad for old-fashioned Farmers
on the Great Exhibition

You may say what you like to about the World’s Fair, 
But I’ve no inclination nor wish to goo there. 
Your Palace of Christial I don’t care to zee; 
What good unto the Varmer is it like for to be?
I hears a vast deal, and I s’pose I shall moor.
About that famous dimond the gurt Koh-i-Noor, 
That’s wurth nigh a million, as folks do relate; 
But what’s that with wheet down below thirty-eight?

There’s minerals and physic, and chymical drugs. 
There’s tapestry, and floor-cloth, and carpets, and rugs. 
And there’s porcelain and crockery, so fine and so grand; 
But all that wun’t afford no relief to the land.
There’s wonderful statues, and fountains, and gates. 
Upholstery, cutlery, fenders, and grates. 
Kitchen-ranges and stoves for to fry, roast, and broil; 
But there’s nuthun to make the poor Varmer’s pot boil.

There’s gurt big steam-engines for fairings and toys. 
Which I dare say amuses the Manchester boys; 
But all the World’s Fair no machine don’t contain 
As will sarve us to screw up the prices of grain.
Your silks and your satins, your trinkets and such. 
French, Austrian, and Roossian, and Proossian, and Dutch, 
Shows fine cultivation of vorreners’ taste. 
When half of our soil here’s a-running to waste.

How much better off be we likely to be
For your coloured glass windows and gold filligree?
Which is all superstition and Popery of Rome,
And Free Trade, which is a-ruining your countrymen at home.
Oh! gie me the Fair which the World’s Fair beat brown-
The Fair as was held nigh our own native town; 
In which the old turnpike-days afore railways was know’d. 
Which have ruined every coachun-house by the zide of the rhooad

Oh! there was the beastices which the keeper did show; 
The Lion from Africa, and Lioness also. 
And the Lion’s Provider, the little Jackal, 
Besides the Royal Tiger that come from Bengal.
And there was the Elephant, like a Christian, almost. 
As well as the play with the murder and ghost; 
And the ram with six legs, and the learned pig to view. 
And likewise the pig faced lady, and pretty cockatoo.

Then what wonderful hossmanship also was show’d! 
I remember BILLY BUTTON, to Brentford as rode; 
And the fine tight-rope dancing that aslo we zin. 
And Merriment a-balancun of ladder on his chin.
Then there was the cheese-fair, and hoss fair as well, 
Accordin as you wanted to buy or to zell;
Spades, bill-hooks, and rip-hooks, and all Varmer’s tools. 
When we was contented wi our vorevathers’ rules.

Them wicked inventions for grindun the earth. 
In the Great Exhibition, I’m sure be nought wurth; 
Beyond the old plough no machine can avail. 
Except and saving only a good slidun-scale.
At the World’s Fair, I’m told, there’s a good deal I should learn
But that for my life I can’t nohow discern;
Zo I wun’t go anigh it-no, I’d rather bide here,
A-smokun of my pipe and a-drinkun of my beer.

My “Enforced” visit to Expo ‘58
by Fred Peskett.

	A visit to see EXPO ‘58 in Brussels was something furthest from my mind or wishes during 1958. I had just arrived at the Royal Air Force Station Wildenwrath in West Germany after several weeks of country hopping. I was starting my last year of National Service, after square bashing and trade training as a Telegraphist I had found a nice lazy posting to a small camp at Hawthorn, near Bath, but my lazy life was about to end, since some tin-pot Sheik thought he would thumb his nose at Britain and nationalise his oil-fields in the Gulf (I ask you, how mean can you get?)
	So along with two other Telegraphists I was despatched to the Gulf to set up an advance Signals Base, but just as we got there he climbed down and the threat fizzled out.
	We were flown to Cyprus to wait for new postings. I was feeling a little under the weather, since before flying off to the Arab State I was whisked up to the R.A.F. Hospital. Wroughton, for the overseas jabs of Berry-berry, Yellow Fever, Cholera, and other poxes I had never heard off! I guess I must have drawn the short straw since one chap was given a posting to the British Embassy in Washington, the other went to the R.A.F. Signals Headquarters in Bedford, (where he lived) and I was told to head to Germany to join a N.A.T.O. outfit called The Second Allied Tactical Air Force or 2ATAF for short. I was in a billet with about thirty other unfortunates who were waiting on various postings to come through. 
	Now someone had it in for us lot, because a Warrant Officer of many years service came into the hut and said “I have got a lovely job lined up for you ‘erks, you have been volunteered to go to Brussels and do a March Past at the British Pavilion at this here exhibition”. We were told to go to the Armoury and draw rifles for the march-past, they were old Enfield 303, vintage 1935 weapons, and must have been in store since 1945 judging by the cobwebs and dead spiders on them, but an afternoon of cleaning and several go’s with a “Pull-through” had them looking spick and span. The Warrant Officer thought he would give us a couple of hours drill, but it came to light he had forgotten the commands and we had forgotten how to do the drill anyway. The whole adventure was shaping up to become a bit of a farce. One of the lads was an ex drill instructor and he soon put the W.O. right, and somehow all the old drill routines came back to us, he said “we even looked quite smart!”
	The following day we went by coach to a Dutch Air Force Station at Venlo, on the Dutch/German border. After Wildenwrath, Venlo was something of a “Luxury” camp with an excellent Dutch equivalent to the N.A.A.F.I., and their cookhouse provided an superb evening meal called Nasi-Goreng, a sort of Dutch East Indies dish of crispy noodles and various meats in a very spicy sauce, topped with strips of omelette, this was well and truly washed down with copious amounts of Amstell Lager.
	After a hearty Dutch breakfast of Sausages, Sausages and Sausages we had a coach ride to the exhibition, arriving at about 11.30am We were taken to the British Pavilion where we were able to give a last spit and polish to our boots, and some Brasso to our buttons. At 12.15pm we were able to do what we came for, A March Past around the front of the British Pavilion, a little bit of rifle drill, a “Present Arms”, then “Dis-missed” and told we were free to wander around the exhibition until 9.30pm when our coach would take us back to Germany. We were also told that a “special treat” had been laid at the Danish Pavilion, It was the initials N.A.T.O. spelt out with bottles of Carlsberg, we were told to drink our way through it, and take with us any bottles that were left. I recall that the Atomium took on a strange wobble when we came out of this Pavilion.
	We then split up and I went into the Russian Pavilion, and saw a full size model of Sputnick 1, This was most interesting, since just a few months earlier I had listened to the actual Sputnick’s signals on the radio equipment at R.A.F. Compton Bassett. The United States Pavilion was a fantastic circular building with a honeycomb outer wall, the whole was topped with a glass domed roof. Hundreds of water fountains operated around the pavilion.
	I would have liked to have visited the Atomium but the queues to get in were very long, and with the time available at the exhibition limited, I thought it best not to queue, but it was on the long avenue approach to the Atomium that it happened. There was a stall selling Outspan South African Oranges, the stall was operated by a gorgeous blond vendor, for me, it was love a first sight. I went back several times, and must have purchased a dozen oranges, but at least I did get a smile!
	The one pavilion that still stands out in my mind is the French Pavilion, it was stunning, I thought it was the most futuristic building ever designed, although the British Pavilion was also something of a “space age” construction of three pyramids, but it was very dark inside.
	The centre-piece of the exhibition was the Atomium, it was constructed in the form of a crystal molecule magnified over one hundred million times, each of the nine atoms which make up the molecule are eighteen metres in diameter and weigh between 100 and 150 tons. The whole weight of the structure is 2,400 tons, housed in three of the “atoms” are a small restaurant, a cafe and an exhibition on atomic energy, Brussels still has the Atomium.
	There was one very interesting Pavilion that I was able to visit that did not represent a country, this was the Phillips Pavilion designed by Le Corbusier. Constructed from light alloy sheets it looked like a way-out tent, once inside the pavilion you could hear a strange musical sound, this was “synthetic” music, similar to the stereophonic sounds in the Telecinema at the Festival of Britain, South Bank Exhibition in 1951.
	The guide-book I purchased informed me that the exhibition site was over 200 hectares, the avenues amounted to 25 kilometres, that 47 Nations and several International Organisations took part. That there was parking for 45,000 cars and coaches and there was a Heliport for travel between the exhibition and the Main Brussels Airport.
	There was no shortage of refreshment areas at EXPO ‘58, in fact virtually on every corner there was a stall selling “Frites” the Belgian/Dutch version of chips, but instead of a sprinkle of salt and a splash of vinegar you would get a rather large dollop of salad cream on your Frites unless you specifically rejected it. There were stalls selling produce from all over the world, with a good chance of getting food poisoning thrown in!
	We left the exhibition at 10pm, travelling through the night back to Germany, with thoughts of starting my new job and of the orange seller. I thought I may even take some leave and go back for a few days, pluck up courage and ask the blond for a date, and I may even buy one of those die-cast paper weights of the Atomium, alas, it was not to be. My lasting memory of EXPO ‘58 was the fantastic architecture, it was very colourful, and very, very busy, because of the long queues you really did need a least a couple of days to see it all.
	I do have a happy ending to this story. It came some 40 years later around 1998. I was ferreting around in a junk shop and came across one of those 3D Viewers including several discs in their packets, one of these was for EXPO ‘58. The whole lot only cost a couple of pounds, and to my delight one of the views was of the Avenue leading to the Atomium, with the orange stall and my favourite blond in the foreground, happy memories.

Have you paid your subscription yet? £10 Home, £12 Abroad, £15 Pairs
Send to the Treasurer
Kenneth Tonkin. “High House” 22, Porthill Rd, Shrewsbury, SY3 8SA

The North East Coast Exhibition Carillon
by
Ken Harman

	A dealer recently sold me an original photograph (about 4" by 3") which he had removed from an album for sale. He told me that it was of the New Zealand War Memorial Carillon which had been temporarily erected in Hyde Park, London. This was presumably in connection with the 1929 Newcastle Exhibition and is an interesting personal view of the structure.
	This carillon had been made by the then famous Croydon firm of Gillett and Johnston. At that time they were probably the finest bell-foundry in the world and made products for many cathedrals, churches, public buildings and such-like. They were based in Union Road, Croydon. World War 2 caused a decline and they had to sell out later, although I understand that by then they made little in the way of bells having been reduced to producing war-time engineering objects. Most of the buildings have gone, including their own bell-tower, although one can find remnants of their structures in that area.
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	       The Carillon from a photograph			    The Carillon loaned by
		  taken in Hyde Park				Wellington N. Z. at the 1929
								North East Coast Exhibition

Sir Hiram Maxim
by Fred Peskett

	A recent find of mine is a newspaper cutting from the Norwood News dated Friday January 20th 1961. The article, written by W.C. Lockwood was triggered by the news that Lambeth Council was planning to demolish Thurlow Lodge in Norwood Road, West Norwood to build a new housing estate. Thurlow Lodge was once the home of the inventor, and engineer Sir Hiram Stevens Maxim-
	Born in Maine in the United States in 1840 to a poor family, the young Hiram had very little education, and left home at a very early age to wander around the U.S.A. doing odd jobs such as a carriage painter, a cabinet maker, and the odd job in the field of mechanical engineering. He desperately wanted to become a professional engineer, so he studied hard while he was working. But he found himself in trouble with several landlords by constructing his inventions in his lodgings, however, by the time he was thirty he had several patents approved by the U.S. authorities with some even making money. 
[image: ]
	Among his inventions were an automatic water sprinkler, a gas engine, a hand operated vacuum cleaner, and an inhaler for asthma suffers, (see article in Journal Number 101 page 31). He also invented the electric incandescent lamp, in competition with Thomas A Edison, There was a law suit to determine who was the real inventor, which went in the favour of Thomas Edison who claimed to have invented it ahead of Maxim by a few days. Never-the-less, Hiram Maxim still continued to manufacture lamps as confirmed by a post card from Olympia in 1905 (see figure 1).
	But it was the Automatic Machine Gun, The “Maxim” Gun which brought fame to Hiram Maxim. He offered the gun to both the United States Army and Naval authorities, but they rejected it as being totally impractical. It was this rejection which prompted Hiram to leave the U.S.A. and come to London, where he purchased Thurlow Lodge, but still keeping to his U.S. heritage, he had four fine stone American Eagles on the pillars capping the gate posts at the entrance to his front garden.
	Hiram Maxim offered his machine gun to the British War Office, at the time the Sudan War was on their hands, the  Maxim Gun was used against the Dervishes by Lord Kitchener with great effect. The Maxim Machine Gun was manufactured at the Vickers & Son works at Crayford in Kent, later Hiram Maxim joined the company and it became Vickers, Son and Maxim Ltd. The success of his machine gun in 1898 prompted Maxim to become a British subject and he was knighted for his service to the Army by Queen Victoria in 1901, shortly before her death.
	The illustration is of the stand at the Electrical Exhibition, Olympia, 1905. Showing Maxim Electric Lamps.
	It was at Thurlow Lodge that Maxim developed and built his first “Captive Flying Machine” which he later constructed in the grounds of the Crystal Palace, with others on the Blackpool seafront and at the Earls Court Exhibition Centre.
	In some ways Sir Hiram Maxim was a little, if not a lot eccentric. He had a great dislike to the sound of a Salvation Army Band which used to play near to his house. He invented another “Spring Loaded Gun” which would fire handfuls of beans at a wall above where they would play, they never found out where the beans had come from, however, there is also no evidence to show that it caused them to stop playing!
	Later Sir Hiram moved from Thurlow Lodge to “Ryecotes” on Dulwich Common, his American Eagles and his workshops went with him. It is said that one day he went to one of the workshops to view a piece of metalwork required for one of his inventions and found that it was not quite up to the standard that he wanted, in a rage he threw the metalwork into the garden, later when the workman had gone home he retrieved it and placed it back on the workbench with a gold sovereign tucked under it, this was his way of saying “sorry”
	Sir Hiram Maxim died at Ryecotes in 1916, aged 76 and was interred in Norwood Cemetery.

Note, an additional illustration of Sir Hiram’s house Thurlow Lodge was supplied by Fred but was not suitable to be used. Editor.

Unusual items displayed at the Crystal Palace.
by Fred Peskett

	There was a section devoted to Naval History at the Crystal Palace in 1863. In what was known as the “Naval Museum” there was exhibited a Water Barometer constructed by Professor Daniell for the Royal Society. This Barometer was on display by the kind intervention of Mr. Glaisher F.R.S. The Water Barometer as implied by its name relied on water for its operation rather than the traditional mercury, it was thirty feet high rather than the normal thirty inches. The rise and fall of the liquid was therefore increased in the same proportion, so that the smallest change in the weight of the atmosphere is shown on a gigantic scale. Thus the Barometer would rise or fall one-tenth of an inch when mercury was being used, but with water in this instrument the rise and fall was one and a quarter inches, in fact one could witness the change over a short period. The long glass tube that was required for the operation was made by Negretti and Zambra, Instrument Makers and Official Photographers to the Crystal Palace Company.
	A portion of the Main Gallery south of the Central Transept was devoted to the sale of Jewellery, Perfumery, Toys and Ornamental Goods.
	Leading down from the back of the Central Transept was a staircase to the “Machinery in Motion” display. Raw materials were delivered to an entrance on the Crystal Palace Parade. A series of looms powered by steam engines were exhibited by Messrs, Walker & Hacking, and Harrison and Company, these produced silks, and linens in the form of table clothes, headscarves and other souvenirs for sale at the one of the counters, each item was identified as being “Made in the Machinery Department of the Crystal Palace”. Further along the basement was another series of working steam engines, centrifugal pumps and other machinery creating a mixture of smells and noise. The Northern half of the basement gallery was devoted to a display of agricultural machinery, many of which were operating, adding to the smells and noises.
	It was probably good for the nose and ears to leave the Basement Gallery and take a stroll around the grounds for some fresh air, and perhaps have look and wonder at the mechanics of the “Water Temples”. These were some sixty feet high, constructed from gilded iron-work in an octagonal shape. The roofs of the Temples were domed, and mounted with a gilded bronze figure. Water was pumped up through hollow vertical columns into the roof where it fell, glittering into the basin below, thence rushing down a series of twelve cascades, over two stone arcades for a distance of 600 feet into the Great Fountain Basins. The sides of the cascades were adorned with ornamental bronze fountains supported by cupids.
The Water Towers.
	There is an interesting piece of information in the 1863 Penny Guide. “These Towers designed by the late Mr Brunel were erected firstly to provide a sufficient head of water to operate the fountains, the tanks each hold 357,675 gallons of water, this water is thus available in case of a fire, pipes being laid all over the building for this purpose”. So why didn’t they work in 1866 and 1936?

The Crystal Palace Refreshment Rooms
by Fred Peskett

	Previously we have looked at the refreshments offered by The Bertram and J. Lyons companies at the Crystal Palace. A document has now come to light which describes the services offered by Frederick Strange, this document is dated November 1863.

Refreshment Department.

Mr. F. Strange begs to announce that every description of Refreshment, from the most simple repast to the most recherché banquet, can be obtained at the Crystal Palace, at prices suitable to the means of all classes of visitors. He would draw particular attention to his

Cold Collation,

at which every description of Cold Meat is supplied ad libitum, with Salad, Bread, Cheese &c., at 1/6 per Head; with Chicken, Tongue, Ham, &c 2/6 per head.
A room will also be set apart for a

Hot Dinner from the Joint,

with Vegetables, bread, cheese, &c., served ad libitum, at 2s. per head.
At the counters in the Palace and Grounds,

Light Refreshments,

consisting of Tea, Coffee, Chocolate, Ices, Sandwiches, Meat Pies, Ale, Stout, Lemonade, Soda and Seltzer Water, Perry, Cider, Confectionery, Wines, &c., will be served at the most moderate prices.
	An elegant suite of Private Dining Rooms and Large Coffee Room, the largest in the world, situated in the South Wing of the Building, has been furnished and decorated in the most costly style. These Rooms command an uninterrupted view of the Grounds and Park, and of the unrivalled scenery of Kent and Surrey. Here visitors may be served with all the delicacies of the season prepared by the most celebrated chefs from Paris.
	Any of the above Rooms may be engaged for Banquets, Wedding Breakfasts, &c., and will be reserved for parties who may give timely notice of their requirements.
F. Strange has collected a Stock of Wines which cannot be surpassed in England. It comprises the choicest vintages of France, Germany, Spain, and Portugal.
Whilst arranging for the comforts of the wealthy, F. Strange has not forgotten the requirements of visitors of more limited means. In the

Third Class Refreshment Rooms

The Public may be supplied with everything of the very best quality at the following prices:-
	Plate of meat	6d.	Cup of Tea	3d.
	Bread	1d	Roll and Butter	2d
	Cheese	2d	(Lemonade, Soda Water,
	Porter                    per quart	4d	Gingerade per bottle)	3d
	Ale and Stout            do	6d
	The Pale Ale for the Refreshment Department is supplied exclusively by Messrs, Bass and Co., the Stout, Porter and Mild Ale by Messrs, Combe, Delafield and Co., The Dublin Stout by Messrs, Guinness and Co., whose names are sufficient to guarantee their being of best quality.
Frederick Strange, , Crystal Palace, Sydenham.

	Frederick Strange had the Crystal Palace catering contract from 1859 to 1866, in 1867 the contract was taken over by Bertram & Roberts. This company had the contract from 1867 until 1872, they produced a very comprehensive guide and price list for their produce which is re-printed from their 1871 booklet.
The Third Class Refreshment Rooms.

	Bread and Cheese	3d	Roll Large	1d
	Plate of Meat	7d	Butter	1d
	Bread	1d	Stout Barclay’s quart	6d
	Pickles	1d	Superior Ale	6d
	Roll and Butter	2d	Old ditto	8d
	Biscuit	1d	Soda Water	4d
	Bun	1d	Lemonade	4d
	Bath Bun	2d	Ginger Beer	3d
	Tea                        per cup	3d	Glass of Port or Sherry	4d
	Coffee	3d

The Refreshment Bars.

The following is the tariff at the counters and tables in the building, and in the 
grounds, when supplied there:-
	Mock Turtle, or Ox-tail,		Draught Stout per glass.	2d
	with Bread....per basin	1/-	Allsop’s Bitter Ale	2d
	Sandwiches, Ham or Beef	6d	Allsop’s Bottled Ale and
	Roll and Butter	3d		Guinness Stout	6d
	Tea and Coffee           per cup	4d	Soda Water	4d
	Do with Roll and Butter	7d	Lemonade	4d
	Chocolate	6d	Gingerade	4d
	Packet of Biscuits	6d	Selzer Water	6d
	French Pastry	3d		
Good Sherry is sold at 5s. the bottle, half bottle at 2/6d., and quarter bottle at I/3d.; 
Port Wine at 6s. the bottle or 3s. the half bottle, and l/6d. the quarter bottle; 
Claret or Burgundy at 2s. the bottle, half bottle I/3d.

Cold Luncheons in the Luncheon Bars.

	Fowl and Ham	1/6	Salmon Salad...	1/-
	Fowl and Tongue	1/6	Lobster, plain..	1/-
	Gallantine of Veal	9d	Lobster, salad.	1/-
	French Pie	9d	Roast Lamb & Mint Sauce	1/-
	Pork Sausages	6d	Roast Beef or Mutton	9d
	Oyster or Chicken Pattie	6d	Ham or Tongue	9d
	Pickled Salmon....	1/-	Salad and Dressing	6d

The Saloon Dining Room.

In this room a dinner may be ordered at any price varying from 6 shillings, 
to a guinea and upwards from the following:-

Soups- Mulligatawny, Spring Soup. 
Fish- Salmon, Fried Soles, Souchee of Flounders, Mackerel. 
Entrees- Cotelettes d’Agneau a la Provengale, Kari des Huitres aux Riz, Poulet a la Tartare, 	Grenadines de Veau aux Epinards. 
Sweets- Sir Watkin Pudding, Wine Jelly, Rhubarb Tarts, Pastry and Comfiture, Vermicelli Patties.

	Joint, Vegetables, Bread, Cheese etc.	2/6
	Soup and Joint	3/-
	Soup, Fish and Joint	4/-
	Soup, Fish, Joint and Poultry	5/-
	Soup, Fish. Entrees, Poultry, Joints, Sweets, etc.	7/6
	Fish Dinners	3/-
	Fish and Joint	3/-
	Soup, Fish, and Entree	4/-
	Ice Pudding and Ices, I/- extra. Attendance, 	3d.

The Grill Room.

	Steak.	1/3
	Kidneys	1/-
	Chop	1/-
	Potatoes	2d
	Greens	2d
	Bread	1d
	Butter	2d
	&c, &c.

The Terrace Dining Room.

	The Terrace Dining Room extended along the garden front on the south side of the Central Transept. The menu served was a Cold Collation with prices ranging from 2/-. to 3/- per person. An interesting feature of the Dining Room is the giant bookcase which was made for and exhibited at the Great Exhibition, in this bookcase were examples of religious books and scriptures in foreign languages, copies of which were available from the Bible Stand.

Cold dinner consisting of		Cold dinner consisting of
	Roast and Boiled Beef			Cold Chicken, Roast and
	Veal and Ham Pies, Hams			Boiled Beef, Veal and Ham
	Salads or Pickles, Bread			Pies, Hams, Salads, or
	and Cheese. 	2/-		Pickles, Bread and Cheese	3/-
Lobster Salad.		Lobster Salad.
Jelly or Crystal Palace Pudding	6d	Jelly or Crystal Palace Pudding	6d
Fruit Tarts	6d	Fruit Tarts	6d
Ice Pudding.	1/-	Ice Pudding.	1/-
Ice, Cream or Water	6d	Ice, Cream or Water	6d
Allsop’s Pale Ale or Barclay’s		Allsop’s Pale Ale or Barclay’s		
Double Stout		Double Stout
	Tankard..	6d		Tankard	6d
	Ditto  ditto      per Glass	3d		Ditto ditto       per Glass	3d
	Ditto ditto       bottle	1/-		Ditto ditto        bottle	1/-
	Ditto ditto       ½ bottle	6d		Ditto ditto        ½ bottle	6d
Cider.........            bottle....	1/-	Cider..........            bottle	1/-
Gingerade	4d	Gingerade	4d
Lemonade	4d	Lemonade	4d
Soda Water	4d	Soda Water	4d
Selzer Water	6d	Selzer Water	6d

Bertram & Roberts then attend to the catering for large parties including Excursion Parties, Schools, Clubs and the like. It is suggested that the venue most suitable for this for of catering is the:-

The South Wing Dining Room.

	Plate of Cold Meat and Bread		8d
	Dinner of Cold Meat and Bread.	Adults	2/-
		Ditto Ditto	Children 	1/3
	Cup of Tea, Roll and Butter		7d
	Tea Bread and Butter and cake	Adults	1/-
		Ditto Ditto	Children	9d

	The menu for the First Class Dining Room was not given but it does make reference to the fact that the price will be a minimum of 25 shillings per head plus an attendance charge of 20% and only those dressed to suit such an establishment will be entertained.

Natures Soap
by 
George Ithell

	Postcard collectors will be familiar  with the many postcards produced for the 1908 Franco- British Exhibition. The year 1908 was probably at the height of the postcard craze and Valentines of Dundee, who were the official postcard producers, printed cards in their tens of thousand for the very many visitors to the exhibition. In one corner of the immense exhibition was a real town (a Bally as it is known in Ireland) built by a company from Ireland that produced some sweet smelling soaps. The company was Maclinton's so, naturally the town in the heart of London's famous exhibition was known as Ballymaclinton.
	But who was Maclinton ? What is this famous soap that they produced ? What of this can we find on the postcards produced for the exhibition ?
	The year the story begins is 1820. In a period of very difficult time of Irish history, the affluence, such as it was enjoyed before the Union with Great Britain in 1801, was sadly reduced by the departure of the nobility and gentry. Consequently trade and the economy suffered, but needs bred resourcefulness and ideas were experimented with.
	One of these resourceful people was a David Brown who was the proprietor of the local shop in Donaghmore, Co Tyrone. In a little back room of his premises he was able to produce a cheap soap suitable mainly for household chores, but no doubt also used on the hardy skins of some of the customers.
	The soap was popular and sales grew each year. Indeed here we have a success story as  the firm's products were in constant demand. With the soap being a huge success David Brown progressed with another of his experiments for candles. These were of course in great demand before the advent of electricity. The demand for both of these commodities continued and this new business prospered.
	The company was known as "David Brown & Son" for the son of the founder had joined his enterprising father in developing the sales of their two products. The business in turn went to the grandchildren, the twins David and Robert Brown, and under their directorship expanded even further. The present-day bids on the stock market are nothing new for the company "David Brown & Son" was continually looking for take-overs and in 1895 in its searches found another soap manufacturer in Belfast, McClinton's whose scented soap was their speciality. McClinton's name was retained for the brands of toilet soap but the household soap was still sold under the original Brown name.
	David and Robert Brown were very much respected by the entire community with their attitude to life. The altruistic outlook the brothers had, overcame a problem which at that time was immense. The housing situation was dreadful by present day standards, but a colony of cottages with four rooms complete with half an acre of garden to each one was built. The charge for rent was minimal, just Two Shillings per week and that with the rates paid. Another of the firms activities was a large farm which with the soap works gave employment to upwards of one hundred people in the area.
	‘It is nature's own soap’ was the slogan which appeared on the soap wrappings, invoices, letter heads and advertisements for McClinton's soap. This narrative would not be complete without mention of Professor John Kirk who was a Professor of Practical Theology a prolific writer and responsible for beginning and editing numerous journals including one which he began in 1846 ‘The Christian News' with his successful weekly column entitled ‘Papers on Health’ In these .'Papers’ Professor Kirk made constant references to the quality of McClinton's Soap and advocated it's use for anything from a broken limb to whooping coughs. 'Soothing effects are the reward when the rich lather from McClinton's Soap is massaged on the skin’ he says. Another reference is 'Delirium in fever, croup and asthma to the obvious excema, McClinton's Soap is a recommended aid for cure and relief’.
	Tuberculosis and other killing diseases were a scourge in Ireland about this time, and with others, including Lady Aberdeen, the wife of the Irish Lord Lieutenant, David and Robert Brown formed a Society to gather funds to combat these ills and were successful in raising large sums of money.
	The charity committees of today could well take a leaf out of the book of the Browns and their company Maclinton’s for when they heard of the proposed Franco-British Exhibition in London for the year 1908 and the Olympic Games that were to take place in the exhibition grounds, and as a result the many hundreds of thousands of anticipated visitors, the Browns put in their application for space to build their own Maclinton town in the heart of London, and to raise additional funds for their own charitable activities back home in Ireland. 
	Ballymaclinton Village was both in the form of an advertisement and also to gain funds for the charities for which Ireland so badly needed. A donation or token charge to enter and view the village was paid into the fund of the National Woman’s Health Association of Ireland. Many other firms displayed their products and made valuable contributions to interest the 2,000,000 visitors during the first year.
	The designers in their efforts for the fullest authenticity to the town included the essential General Shop. This shop was given full Postal facilities not only for stamps, but for Postal-orders and a Continental Telegraph Service. This was then designated, The Ballymaclinton Post Office. This was the first time in the history of British Postal services that the name of a trading company was the subject of the title of a post office.
	In the Post Office Records Department a notice in the Circular No. 1835 states that - 'A temporary Branch Office under the designation of Ballymaclinton. Shepherd's Bush Exhibition W. Code J.M.C. for the transaction of Telegraph and Postal Order business and for the sale of stamps, opened on July 14th 1908. In a later circular the closure was reported as October 31st the same year. The town remained standing, ready for the following year’s exhibition. 
	The following year, an item in the Circular No. 1881 of May 18th states that- ‘Reference to the Branch Office known as Shepherd’s Bush Exhibition. B.O. the Town Sub-office under the designation of Ballymaclinton, Shepherd's Bush Exhibition W. will be opened in a few days time in the Irish Village, Imperial International Exhibition for the sale of stamps and Post Office business’. The reported closure was on October 26th 1909.
	An Irish firm, Messrs KcLaughlan & Harvey Limited who claimed to be the only Irish building firm with a London address, were complimented on the state of Ballymaclinton Town's completion in comparison to the late opening of other parts of the Exhibition. They were responsible for the erection and supply of replicas of Irish buildings and monuments, such as the ruins of an old Church with its Norman edifice, a Cross of Cong, a Round Tower similar to the one at Killkullen. This Tower was built so that visitors could climb the hundred or so stairs, thereby getting a bird's-eye view of the entire 140 acres of the main Exhibition. Amongst the buildings erected were small factories where the Irish staff were able to demonstrate the skills in various arts and industries. Prowess in the culinary art, baking and cooking with primitive utensils over an open peat fire was a fascinating spectacle. The staff who enjoyed this privileged change of scene were experts in their field, and those chosen to act as guides t made a favourable impression with their knowledge of Irish history and customs.
	The vegetarian restaurant in Ballymaclinton Village provided food from the stock of the vegetable garden where the soil had been imported specially from Ireland to cover a large area of the ten acres which was the area of the Irish Village. A farm yard added to the authenticity, and the rental for the whole site was £5,000, an enormous sum then.
	Cottages were also built for housing members of the staff. There was also a productive soap factory, pottery, lace, carpets, cobblers and a blacksmith's forge where lucky horse-shoes sold for six-pence. In the Irish Art Gallery ballads were sold at five for one penny with the guarantee that they were - 'Printed in Ireland, on Irish paper with Irish Ink’ At the shrine of St. Patrick stories were related.
	Famous jewellery, such as the Tara Brooch were copied and sold and many went as presents to Irish relatives and friends overseas. Queen Alexandra was fascinated with the lace, she being herself no novice, and made a number of visits, Prominent samples of lace came from Irish Convents and visitors were invited to create their own design. 
	Ballymaclinton attracted 2,000,000 visitors during 1908 with the 40,000 figure of September 17th topped only by the huge crowd which obviously had been attracted by Royalty on the opening day.
	Many firms produced Picture Post-cards which at this time were very popular and Valentine’s of Dundee printed many in colour and monochrome. Many of these cards have been collected and fortunately saved to picture this historic event in its entirety. Many of the ‘colleens’ are shown working, dancing or just looking beautiful in their typical Irish dress. From the pictures published the girls would find plenty of admirers, and the advertisements exhorting one to 'note the colleens complexion etc.’ would be taken a little more seriously !
	Another of the cards shows the Ballymaclinton Fire Brigade under the expert tuition of Joe Mason who was at one time with the firm Merryweathers Ltd, another of the firms still operative today.
Ballymaclinton continued its life under a new Exhibition title in 1909, but the Imperial International Exhibition of that year, was not the success of the Franco-British the previous year and consequently the receipts for the Irish charities suffered.
	In 1910 the third Ballymaclinton was to suffer still more with the Japanese Exhibition of that year. Owing to the expense of the area rented by McClinton's it was decided to economise. A 'dodge-em' car track occupied what had been part of the village and consequently most of the industries disappeared and only display facilities remained. Ballymaclinton Post Office was also a casualty.
	The much smaller Irish village at Shepherds Bush remained open for a number of years but in only a much reduced size. The glory of the 1908 exhibition was passed. 
	Here we have the intriguing story of Maclinton's soap with the memory living on in the many postcards collected today.

Escalators at the Exhibitions
by
Fred Peskett

	There is little doubt that the first escalator or moving staircase in use in Great Britain was the one erected in the Central Transept of the Crystal Palace in 1899. The fare to ride on the Crystal Palace escalator was a penny, a high price for the time. The second escalator was a “Reno” Inclined Elevator installed on the Liverpool Overhead Railway at Seaforth Station during January 1901. This system was more of an inclined moving platform rather than a stepped escalator, but it did have a moving handrail that was synchronised with the platform.
	The first true escalator concerned with exhibitions was constructed on the London Underground System at Earls Court Station and opened on the 4th October 1911 for the Coronation celebrations at the Earls Court Exhibition Centre. To ride on the this escalator there was a charge of ½d per trip. The public were somewhat apprehensive about using the new escalator, so a man with a wooden leg known as “Bumper” Harris was hired to ride on the escalator all day to hopefully give some confidence to the travelling public!.
	The Platforms of many of the London Transport Stations were only served by stairs and lifts, so in early 1939 there was a plan to install escalators to all the sub-surface stations. The station at Sloane Square was one of the shallowest stations, never-the-less, two escalators were fitted and opened on March 27th 1940, but both of these were destroyed along with the station by a direct hit bomb during an air raid on the 12th November 1940, Once the debris had been cleared, access to the platforms reverted back to the original staircase from 1888 when the station was built. Sloane Square Station was re-built and the escalators replaced during 1950 in time for the 1951 Festival of Britain, when the Station was used as the starting point for Special Bus Services to the Festival Pleasure Gardens at Battersea Park and to the South Bank Exhibition and the Science and Victoria and Albert Museums.
	Perhaps, theoretically the longest escalator constructed for any exhibition must be the one in the Dome of Discovery on the  South Bank Exhibition site for the Festival of Britain in 1951. It went from the ground floor to “Outer Space”, however, you did not need to wear a space-suit or become weightless, since the “Outer Space” was a gallery on the top floor near to the top of the roof! When the Festival closed it is understood that this fairly long escalator was installed in Piccadilly Underground Station for access to the Piccadilly Line.
	On some photographs and postcards of the Crystal Palace that show the Central Transept from the Terraces, there is a rather strange looking square column that can be seen between the two staircases that lead to the Royal Box. It is known that these staircases were built during 1910 for the Festival of Empire Exhibition. The column does not feature on any of the views known to have been taken prior to 1910, but it does appear on postcard views published by Bemrose and other printers for the Festival of Empire, so it must have been erected for this event.
	Postcards and photographs taken between 1914 to 1919 when the Crystal Palace was occupied by the Admiralty do not have this structure visible, so it must have been removed or demolished between 1912 to 1914. On most of the views where this column can be seen there seems to be a rectangular black plate at the top, but it is generally unreadable, however, there is one postcard in the OXO Festival of Empire Series that can be deciphered with the aid of a strong magnifying lens, it reads:- “Waygood Lifts” there is further proof in the Bemrose Festival of Empire Guide with a small advert for Waygood Lifts saying  “See our display on the Terraces”. The column may have been a working model lift, it was far too small to be of any functioning use.
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